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PREFACE,

Over a half century has rolled its years away since this section of Illinois
was first chosen for a home by the white man. The trials, sufferings and
struggles that were experienced in converting even this fertile land from its vir-
gin wildness into the luxuriant and densely populated country now existing can
never be fully portrayed. Although, as in many frontier settlements, the
ground was not consecrated by the blood of pioneers and their families, yet hu-
man tongue or pen can never accurately /picture the vicissitudes and trials of
the advanced guard of civilization who pitched their tents in Knox county.
Their labors were as trying to their mind as to the body. Physical and mental
strength waste together, and the memory of names, dates and events becomes
lost by the confusion of accumulating years. Kvents that were fresh in mem-
ory ten to twenty years after their occurrence are almost if not entirely for-
gotten when fifty years have passed. If not entirely obliterated from mem-
ory’s tablet, they have become so dim that when we call for information con-
cerning the past it is often given with many doubtings and much hesitancy ;
while others were positive and often as immovable as to their correctness as
Gibralter. For instance, one man insisted that the Black Hawk war wa’s in
1830. Again, we were informed that Michael Fraker came to Lynn township
in 1828. The information came from reliable sources, yet from other facts we
had deemed the date incorrect and set about a careful investigation ; and after
weeks of patient labor found the date of his settlement to be 1830. We refer

_to these to show how apt people are to let their memories betray them. The

best memories will differ in the particulars of past events, some seizing upon
one detail and some on another ; hence often arises honest difference. Many
may question the dates given in this work. Indeed it is more than likely some
arc wrong, for it is not expected that it is so perfect as to be above criticism,
for the book is yet to be published that can justly claim perfection ; but it is
the Publishers’ hope, as it is their belief, that it will be found measnrably cer-
rect and generally accurate and reliable. Industrious and studied care has
been exercised to make it a standard book of reference as well as of interest
to the general reader. If in such a multiplicity of names, dates, etc., some
errors are not detected it will be strange indeed.

It may be claimed that many important events of early history are omitted,
or but casually mentioned. For this we can say we are not at fault. For weeks
and months we begged for information. In the very incipiency of our labor no
pains were spared to interest the people of all parts of the county in the work.
We published 25,000 copies of the Historic Record and sent them broadcast
over the county’; appeals were made through the various papers ; beside these,
hundreds of letters have been written and hundreds of journeys made. We
have been willing and anxious to get every important serap of history. The
items gleaned from public records are full, complete and correct. We doubt
if the public journals will ever be read more carefully than the perusal we
gave them. Irom July 7, 1830, the date of the opening of the first record, to
the present time, every page of the many musty old volumes was carefully
read. The chain of official events was followed from the first.
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Every item given we were careful to have correet, and not being satisfied with
our own knowledge of facts had the various articles read by responsible parties
who were known to be acquainted with particular events. We have had much
of the early history read and corrected by Major Thomas MeKee, who every
one knows is perhaps the best posted man in the county on pioneer history.
We have also had Hon. W. Selden Gale, State’s Attorney J. J. Tunnicliff,
County School Superintendent Miss Mary Allen West, and many others of well
known authority, read manuscript and proof and make needed corrections and
suggestions.

Our soldiers’ list is full and was very carefully compiled. Months of labor
were bestowed upon this one item ; and should there be a soldier whose name
is not recorded here we believe the omission not our oversight ; and investiga-
tion will show him eredited to some other county. It was impossible to obtain
the correct spelling of some of the names.

In the latter part of the work—the edueational and religious history and
sketches of cities and towns—we were compelled to condense more than we
would have done could it have been avoided. As it is we give to our subseri-
bers a book of 750 pages instead of one of 600 pages, which is as large as we
ever promised to any one. By additional pages and smaller type we have
increased the amount of matter by at least one-half. From eomparison
with other county histories we believe it to be. more full and com-
plete than any similar work published in the State, and trust, with all of
its imperfections, it will prove satisfactory to all. In this confident
belief we submit to the enlightened judgment of those—our subseri-
bers—for whose benefit it has been prepared, in the assurance that it
will be kindly received.

We have avoided indulging in general reflections or mere speculations,
excepting such as naturally rose out of the subject under consideration, prefer-
ring to give a minute narrative, omitting no particular that was characteristie of
the persons, the events or the times, and endeavoring to place every fact in
such a' point of view that the reader might sce the county in all its various
stages of progression. We have labored faithfully and conseientiously, with
no thought of swindling or humbugging the people, as we believe our work
will show. ’ :

In conclusion we extend our heartfelt thanks for innumerable favors to Ma-
Jor Tnovas McKeg, Pror. GEo. CrURcHILL, Pror. M. L. CoMsToCK, PROF.
J. V. N. Sraxvisu, Geo. Davis, Hox. W. 8. GALE, Davip SanBorn, R. L.
HaxNaMAN, MaYOR JonN C. STEWART, Galesburg, How. O. F. PricE, and the
county officials, —Judge DENNIs CLARK, County Clerk Jonn S. WINTER, Cir-
cuit Clerk GEo. L.HANNAMAN, State’s Attorney J. J. TuNNICLIFF, School
Superintendent Miss MARY ALLEN West, Sheriff A. W. BERGGREN and
Treasurer J. L. BURKHALTER ; also to Miss Edna Everest, T. LESLIE
MCGtIRR, M. J. A. MEADOWS, and to the various newspaper editors of the
county.

I%efcfre closing we wish to vindicate ourselves in the statement. made at the
beginning,—that “we would publish no more books than we had actual and re-
liable subseriptions for.”  This we have scrupulously adhered to ; and by re-
ferring to our biographical sketches of subseribers, the list will be found to
contain a large proportion of the people who comprise the life, enterprise and
intelligence of Knox county. i

CHAS. C. CHAPX Y ;
(GALESBURG, Nov. 1878, L HAPHECREG
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Gulestse,,

HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

MOUND-BUILDERS.

Antiquarians claim that three distinct races of people lived in
North America prior to its occupation by the present population.
Of these, the builders of the magnificent cities whose remains are
found in Central America were the most civilized. The second race,
as determined by the character of their civilization, were the Mound-
Builders, the remains of whose works constitute the most interesting
class of amtiquities found within the limits of the United States.
Like the ruins of Central America, they antedate the most ancient
records. They consist of the remains of what were apparently vil-
lages, altars, temples, idols, cemeteries, monnments, camps, fortifica-
tions, pleasure grounds, ete., etc. Their habitations must have been
tents, structures of wood, or some other perishable material; other-
wise their remains must have been numerous. If the Mound-
Builders weré not the ancestors of the Indians, who were they? The
oblivion which has closed over them is so complete that only con-
jecture can be given in answer to the question. Those who do not
believe in the common parentage of mankind contend that they were
an indigenous race of the western hemisphere; others, with more
plausibility, think they came from the East. and imagine that they
can see coincidences in the religion of the Ilindoos and southern
Tartars and the supposed theology of the Mound-Builders. They
were, no doubt, idolators, and it has been conjectured that the sun
was an object of adoration. The mounds were generally built in a
sitnation affording a view of therising sun; when inclosed with walls,
their gateways were toward the east. The caves in which they were
occasionally found buried always opened in the same direction.
Whenever a mound was partially inclosed by a semi-circular pave-
ment, it was on the east side; when bodies were buried in graves, as
‘was frequently the case, they lay in an eastern and western direction;
and, finally, medals have been found representing the sun and his
rays of light.

At what period they came to this country is likewise a matter of
speculation. From the comparatively rude state of the arts among

them, it has been inferred that the time was very remote. Their
2

Ly.
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axes were of stone ; their raiment, judging from fragments which
have been discovered, consisted of the barks of the trees interwoven
with feathers; and their military works were such as a people would
erect who had just passed from the hunter to the pastoral state of
society.

What finally became of them is another query which has been
extensively discussed. The fact that their works extend into Mexico
and Peru has induced the belief that it was their posterity that
dwelt in these countries when they were first visited by the
Spaniards. The Mexican and Peruvian works, with the exception
of their greater magnitude, are similar. Relies common to all
of them have been occasionally found, and it is believed that
the religious uses which they subserved were the same. If, in-
deed, the Mexicans and Pernvians were the progeny of the more
ancient Mound-Bnilders, the Spanish rapacity for gold was the
cause of their overthrow and final extermination.

A. thousand other queries naturally arise respecting these nations
which now repose under the ground, but the most searehing investi-
gation can only give us vague speculations for answers. No historian
has preserved the names of their mighty chieftains, or given an
account of their exploits, and even tradition is silent respecting them.

INDIANS. %

The third race, which, according to the ethnologists, has inhabited
North America, is the present Indians. When visited by early
European pioneers they were without cultivation, refinement or
literature, and far behind their predecessors, the Mound-Builders, in
the knowledge of the arts. The question of their origin has long
interested archmologists, and is one of the most difficult they have
been called on to answer. One hypothesis is that they are an original
race . indigenous to the western hemisphere. Those who entertain
this view think their peculiarities of physical structure preclude the
possibility of a common parentage with the rest of mankind. Prom-
inent among those distinctive traits is the hair, which in the red man
is round, in the white man oval,and in the black man flat.

A more common supposition, however, is that they are a deriva-
tive race, and sprang from one or more of the ancient peoples of
Asia. In the absence of all authentic history, and when even tradi-
tion is wanting, any attempt to point out the particular location of
their origin must prove unsatisfactory. Though the exact place of
origin may never be known, yet the striking coincidence of physical
organization between the Oriental type of mankind and the Indians
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point unmistakably to somé part of Asia as the place whence they
emigrated. Of the several great branches of North American Indi-
ans as determined by sameness of* language and mental and physical
type, the only ones entitled to consideration in Illinois history are the
Algonquin and Iroquois.

The Illinois confederacy was composed of five tribes: the Tamoroas,
Michigans, Kaskaskias, Cahokas and "Peorias. The definition of the
.Indian word Illinois is real, or superior men, and is derived from the
Delaware word Illini. The termination of the word as it .is now
used is of Irench origin. As early as 1670, the priest, Father Mar-
quette, mentions frequent visits made by individunals of this confed-
eracy to the missionary station of St. Esprit,near the western extrem
ity of Lake Superior. Joliet and Marquette, in 1673, descended the
Mississippi, below the mouth of the Wisconsin, on their famous
voyage of discovery, and met with a band of them on the west bank
of theriver. The principal chief treated them with great hospitality,
gave them a calumet as a pass down the river, and bid them a friendly
farewell. The same explorers, on their return voyage up the Illinois
river, discovered and stopped at. the principal town of the confederacy,
sitnated on the banks of the river seven miles below the present town
of Ottawa. It was then called Iaskaskia. Marquette returned to
the village in the spring of 1675, and established the mission of the
Immaculate Conception, the oldest in Illinois. When, in 1679, La
Salle visited the town, it had greatly increased, numbering 460 lodges,
and at‘the annual assembly of the different tribes, from 6,000 to 8,000
souls. : ]

The Sacs and Foxes, who have figured extensively in the history of
Illinois, dwelt in the northwestern portion, of the State. Though still -
retaining separate tribal names, they had, by long residence together
and intermarriage, become substantially one people. Drake, in his
“Life of Black Iawk,” speaks of these tribes as follows: “The Sacs
and Foxes fought their way from the waters of the St. Lawrence to
Green Bay, and after reaching that place not only sustained themselves
against hostile tribes, but were the most active and courageous in
the subjugation, or rather the extermination, of the numerous and
powerful Illinois confederacy. They had many wars, offensive and
defensive, with the Sioux, the Pawnees, the Osages, and other tribes,
some of which are ranked among the most fierce and ferocious was-
riors of the whole continent; and it does not appear that in these
conflicts, running through a long period of years, they were found
wanting in this, the greatest of all savage virtues. In the late war
with Great Britain, a party of the Sacs and Foxes fought under the
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British standard as a matter of choice; and in the recent conflict
between a fragment of these tribes and the United States, although
defeated and literally cut to pieces by an overwhelming force, it is
very questionable whether their reputation as braves would suffer by
a comparison with that of their victors. It is believed that a careful
review of their history will lead the inquirer to the conclusion that
the Sacs and Foxes are a truly courageous people, shrewd, politic and
enterprising.” These tribes, at the time of the Black Hawk war, were.
divided into twenty families, twelve of which were Sacs and eight
Foxes. The following were other prominent tribes oceupying Illinois:
the Kickapoos, Shawnees,  Mascoulins, Piaukishaws, Potawattomies,
Chippewas, and Ottawas.

The art of hunting not only supplied the Indian with food, but,
like that of war, was a means of gratifying his love of distinetion.
The male children,as soon as they acquired sufficient age and strength,
were furnished with a bow and arrow and taught to shoot birds and
other small game. Success in killing large quadrupeds required years
of careful study and practice, and the art, was as sedulonsly inculcated
in the minds of the rising generation as are the elements of reading,
writing and arithmetic in the common schools of eivilized communi-
ties. The mazes of the forest and the dense tall grass of the prairies
were the best fields for the exercise of the hunter’s skill. No feet
could be impressed in the yielding soil but they were the objects of
the most searching serutiny, and revealed at a glance the animal that
made them, the direction it was pursuing, and the time that had
elapsed since it had passed. In a forest country he selected the
valleys, because they were most frequently the resort of game. The
most easily taken, perhaps, of all the animals of the chase was the
deer. It is endowed with a curiosity which prompts it to stop in its
flight and look back at the approaching hunter, who always avails
himself of this opportunity to let fly the fatal arrow.

Their general councils were composed of the chiefs and old men.
When in council, they usually sat in concentric circles around the
speaker, and each individual, notwithstanding the fiery passions that
rankled within, preserved an exterior as immovable as if cast in
bronze. Before commencing business a person appeared with the
sacred pipe, and another with fire to kindle it. After being lighted,
it was first presented to heaven, secondly to the earth, thirdly to the
presiding spirit, and lastly to the several councilors, each of whom
took a whiff. These formalities were observed with as much serupu-
lous exactness as state etiquette in civilized courts.
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FRENCII AND ENGLISH RULE.

After a long contest between the Freneh and English for the pos-
session of the Northwest, the latter was finally victorious; and on the
10th of October, 1765, the ensign of France was replaced on the ram-
parts of Fort Chartres by the flag of Great Britain. This fort was
the depot of supplies and the place of rendezvous for the united
forces of the French. At this time the colonies of the Atlantie sea-
board were assembled in preliminary congress at New York, dreaming
of liberty and independence for the continent; and Washington, who
led the expedition against the French for the English king, in less
than ten years was eommanding the forces opposed to the English
tyrant. Illinois, besides being constructively a part of Florida for
over one hundred years, during which time no Spaniard set foot upon
her soil, or rested his eyes upon her beautiful plains, for nearly ninety
years had been in the actnal occupation of the French, their puny
settlements slumbering quietly in colonial dependence on the far-off
waters of the Kaskaskia, Illinois and Wabash.

The Northwest Territory was now entirely under the English rule;
and on the breaking out of the Revolution, the British held every
post of importance in the West; and while the eolonists of the East
were maintaining a fierce struggle with the armies of England, their
western frontiers were ravaged by merciless butcheries of Indian
warfare. The jealousy of the savage had been aroused to action by
the rapid extension of American settlement westward and the improper
influence exerted by a number of military posts garrisoned by British
troops. To prevent indiscriminate slanghters arising from these
causes, Illinois beeame the theater of some of the most daring exploits
eonnected with American history. The hero of these achievements
by which this beautiful land was snatched as a gem from the British
Crown, was George Rogers Clark, of Virginia. IIe had elosely .
watched the movements of the British throughout the Northwest, and
understood their whole plan; he also knew the Indians were not unan-
imously in accord with the English, and therefore was convineed that,
could the British be defeated and expelled from the Northwest, the
natives might be easily awed into neutrality. Having eonvinced him-
self that the enterprise against the Illinois settlement might easily
sueceed, he repaired to the capital of Virginia, arriving November 5.
While he was on his way, fortunately, on October 17, 1777, Bur-
goyne was defeated, and the spirits of the colonists thereby greatly
encouraged. Patrick Henry was Governor of Virginia, and at once
entered heartily into Clark’s plans; and after satisfying the Virginia
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leaders of the feasibility of his project, received two sets of instruc-
tions,—one secret, the other open. The latter authorized him to
‘proceed to enlist seven companies to go to Kentueky, and to serve
three months after their arrival in the West. The secret order
authorized him to arm these troops, to procure his powder and lead.
of General Hand, at Pittsburg, and to proceed at once to subjugate
the country.

With these instructions Col. Clark repaired to Pittsburg, choosing
rather to raise his men -west of the mountains, as lie well knew all
were needed in the colonies in the conflict there. He sent Colonel
W. B. Smith to Holstein and Captains Helm and Bowman to other
localities to enlist men; but neither succeeded in raising the required
number. The settlers in these parts were afraid to leave their own
firesides exposed to a vigilant foe. With these companies and several
private volunteers, Clark eommenced his descent of the Ohio, which
he navigated as far as the falls, where he took possession of and
fortified Corn Island, a small island between the present eities of
Louisville, Ky.,and New Albany, Ind. Here, after having eompleted
his arrangements and announeed to the men their real destination, he
left a small garrison; and on the 24th of June, during a total eclipse
of the sun, which to them augured no good, they floated down the
river. Iis plan was to go by water as far as Fort Massae, and thence
mareh direet to Kaskaskia. Here he intended to surprise the gar-
rison, and after its eapture, go to Cahokia, then to Vineennes, and
lastly to Detroit. Should he fail, he intended to march directly to
the Mississippi river and eross it into the Spanish eountry. Before
his start, he received good items of information: one that the alliance
had been formed between Irance and the United States, and the other,
that the Indians thronghout the Illinois country and the inhabitants
at the various frontier posts had been led by the British believe to
that the “Long-Knives,” or Virginians, were the most fieree, blood-
thirsty and ernel savages that ever scalped a foe. 'With this impression
on their minds, Clark saw that proper management would cause them
to submit at once from fear, if surprised, and then from gratitude
would become friendly, if treated with unexpected lenieney. The
march to Kaskaskia was made through a hot July sun, arriving on
the evening of the 4th ot July, 1778. They captured the fort near the
village, and soon afterward the village itself, by surprise, and without
the loss of a single man and without killing any of the enemy. After
sufliciently working on the fears of the natives, Clark told them they
were at perfect liberty to worship as they pleased, and to take which-
ever side of the great confliet they would; also he would proteet them
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against any barbarity from British or Indian foe. This had the
desired effect; and the inhabitants, so unexpectedly and so gratefully
surprised by the unlooked-for turn of affairs, at once swore allegiance
to the American arms; and when Clark desired to go to Cahokia on
the 6th of July, they accompanied him, and through their influence
the inhabitants of the place surrendered and gladly placed themselves
nnder his protection.

In the person of M. Gibault, priest of Kaskaskia, Clark found a
powerful ally and gencrous friend. Clark saw that, to retain posses-
sion of the northwest, and treat successfully with the Indians, he must
establish a government for the colonies he had taken. St. Vincent,
the next important post to Detroit, remained yet to be taken before
the Mississippi valley was conquered. M. Gibaunlt told him that he
would alone, by persuasion, lead Vincennes to throw off its connec-
tion with England. Clark gladly accepted this offer, and on the 14th
of July, in company with a fellow-townsman, Gibault started on his
mission of peace. On the 1st of August he returned with the cheer-
ful intelligence that everything was peaceably .adjusted at Vincennes
in favor of the Americans. During the interval, Colonel Clark estab-
lished his courts, placed garrisons at Kaskaskia and Cahokia, success-
fully re-enlisted his men, sent word to have a fort (which proved the
germ of Louisville) erected at the falls of the Ohio, and dispatched
Rocheblave, who had been commander at Kaskaskia, as a prisoner ot
war to Richmond.

While the American commander was thus negotiating with the
Indians, Hamilton, the British Governor of Detroit, heard of Clark’s
invasion, and was greatly incensed because the country which he had
in charge should be wrested from him by a few ragged militia. Ile
therefore hurriedly collected a force, and marching by way of the
Wabash, appeared before the fort at Vincennes. The inhabitants
made an effort to defend the town, and when Hamilton’s forces
arrived, Captain Helm and a man of the name of Henry were the
only Americans in the fort. These men had been sent by Clark; the
latter, charging a cannon, placed it in the open gateway, and the
Captain standing Dby it with a lighted match cried out, as Hamilton
came in hailing distance, *“ Halt!” The British officer, not knowing
the strength of the garrison, stopped, and demanded the surrender of
the fort. Helm exclaimed, “ No man shall enter here till I know
the terms.” Hamilton responded, “You shall have the honors of
war.” The entire garrison consisted of one officer and one private.

Hamilton, not realizing the character of the men with whom he was
contending, gave up his intended campaign for the winter, sent his fonr
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hnndred Indian warriors to prevent troops from coming down the
Ohio, and to aunoy the Americans in all ways, and sat quietly down
to pass the winter. -Information of all these proceedings having
reached Clark, he saw that immediate and decisive action was neces-
sary, and that unless he captured Hamilton, Hamilton would cap-
ture him. Clark received the news on the 29th of January, 1779, and
on February 5th set out for Vincennes; and after incredibly hard
marching threugh much mnd, the ground being thawed by the inces-
sant rains, on the 22d he reached the fort, and at onece commenced
the attack. The aim of the American backwoodsman was unerring,
and on the 24th the garrison surrendered. The French were treated
with great kindness, and gladly renewed their allegiance to Virginia.
Hamilton was sent as a prisoner to Virginia, where he was kept in
close confinement. During his command of the British frontier forts
he offered prizes to the Indians for all the scalps of the Americans
they could bring him, and earned in consequence thereof the title
“ Hair-buyer General,” by which he was ever afterwards known.

Detroit was now without doubt within easy reach of the enterpris-
ing Virginian, could he but raise the necessary force. Governor
Henry, being apprised of this, promised him the needed reinforce-
ments, and Clark concluded to wait until he could capture and suffi-
ciently garrison the posts. Had Clark failed in this bold under-
taking, and Hamilton succeeded in uniting the western Indians for
the next spring’s campaign, the West would indeed have been swept
from the. Mississippi to the Alleghany mountains, and the great blow
struck which had been contemplated by the British from the com-
mencement. Had it not been for this small army of fearless Virgin-
iaus, the union of all the tribes from Maine to Georgia against the
colonies might have been effected, and the whole current of our
history changed.

COUNTY OF ILLINOIS.

In October, 1778, after the snccessful campaign of Colonel Clark,
the assembly of Virginia erected the conquered country, embracing
all the territory northwest of the Ohio river, into the Connty of Illi-
nois. It embraced all that part of Virginia north of the Ohio river,
and was doubtless the largest county in the world, exceeding in its
dimensions the whole of Great Britain and Ireland. To speak more
definitely, it embraced the territory included in the great States of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan. On the 12th of
December, 1778, John Todd was appointed Lientenant Commandant
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ot this eounty by Patrick IHenry, then governor of Virginia, and
accordingly was also the first governor of Illinois.

TERRITORY OF ILLINOIS.

Illinois continned to form a part of Virginia until March 1, 1784,
when that State ceded the Northwestern Territory to the United
States. Immediately the general government proceeded to establish
a form of government for the settlers in the territories thus ceded.
The government of this county as then established continued until
the passage of the ordinance of 1787, for the government of the North-
western Territory.

On October 5, Major General Arthur St. Clair was, by Congress,
elected governor of this vast territory. St.Clair was born in Scotland,
and emigrated to America in 1755. He served in the French and
British war, and was major-general in the Revolution. In 1786 he
was elected to Congress,and chosen president of that body.

After the division of this territory, Illinois became one of the
counties of the Territory of Indiana, fromm which it was separated by
an act of Congress February 8, 1809, forming the Territory of Illinois,
with a population estimated at 9,000. It was divided, at that time,
into two counties—St. Clair and Randolph. John Boyle, of Ken-
tucky, was appointed Governor by the President, James Madison, but
declining, Ninian Edwards, of the same State, was then appointed,
and served with distinction; and after the formation of Illinois as
a State, he served in the same capamty, being the third governor of
the State.

ILLINOIS A8 A STATE.

The Territory of Illinois was formed into a State by an act of Con-
gress April 18, 1818. In July and August of the same year, a con-
vention was held at Kaskaskia for the purpose of drafting a constitu-
tion. This constitution was not submitted to a vote of the people
for their-approval or rejection, it being well known that they would
approve it. It was about the first organic law of any State in the
Union to abolish imprisonment for debt. The first election under the
constitution was held on the third Thursday and the two succeeding
days in September, 1818. Shadrach Bond was elected Governor, and
Pierre Menard Lieutenant Governor. Their term of office extended
four years. December 3, 1818, Congress by a resolution declared
Illinois to be “one of the United States of America, and admitted
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States in all
respects.” At this time the State was divided into fifteen counties,
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the population being about 40,000. Of this pumber by far the lar-
ger portion was from the Southern States. The salary of the Governor
was $1,000, while that of the Treasurer was §500. The Legislature
re-enacted, verbatim, the Territorial Code, the penalties of which were
unnecessarily severe. Whippings, stocks and pillory were used for
minor offenses, and for arson, rape, horse-stealing, etc., death by hang-
ing was the penalty. These laws however were modified in 1821.

The Legislature convened at Kaskaskia, the ancient seat of empire
for more than one hundred and fifty years, both for the French and
Americans. Provisions were, however, made for the removal of the
seat of government by this Legislature. A place in the wilderness on
the Kaskaskia river was selected and named Vandalia. From Van-
dalia it was removed to Springfield in the year 1837.

In 1820 ocenrred the first duel ever fought in Illinois. This took
place in St. Clair county between Alphonso Stewart and William
Bennett. It was intended to be a sham duel, to turn ridicule against
Bennett, the challenging party. Stewart was in the secret, but
Bennett was left to believe it a realty. Their guns were loaded with
blank cartridges. Bennett, suspecting a trick, put a ball into his gun,
without the knowledge of his seconds. The word “fire” was given,
and Stewart fell mortally wounded. Bennett made his escape, but
was subsequently captured, convicted of murder and suffered the
penalty of the law by hanging.

In an early day, when the great lead mines of Galena were being
worked, men would run up the Mississippi river in steamboats in the
spring, work the lead mines, and in the fall return, thus establishing,
as was supposed, a similitude between their migratory habits and
those of the fishy tribe called “suckers.” TFor this reason the Illi-
noisans have ever since been called “ Suckers.”

In 1831 the criminal code was first adapted to penitentiary punish-
ment, ever since which time the old system of whipping and pillory
for the punishment of criminals has been disused.

From 1818 to the breaking out of the Black Hawk war.in 1832,
little occurred beyond the ordinary routine of events in a newly
settled country. The most promient ot these were the treaties
made with the Indians by the United States, by which the whole State
of Illinois was purchased from them. In tracing wars between the
Indians and the whites to their sources, we find them invariably
originating in the intrusion of the latter on the lands of the former.
This was the cause of the conspiracy of Pontiac, the hostilities of

Little Turtle, the battles with Tecunsel, and the war with Black
Hawk.
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The most desperate single-handed combat with Indians ever fought
on the soil of Illinois, was that of Tom Higgins, August 21, 1814.
Miggins was 25 years old, of a muscular and compact build, not tall,
but strong and active. In danger he possessed a quick and discerning
judgment, and was without fear. He was a member of Journey’s
rangers, consisting of eleven men, stationed at IIill’s Fort, eight miles
southwest of the present Greenville, Putnam county. Discovering
Indian signs near the fort, the company, early the following morning,
started on the trail. They had not gone far before they were in an
ambuscade of a larger party. At the first fire their commander,
Journey, and three men fell, six retreated to the fort in flight, but
Higgins stopped to “have another pull at the red-skins,” and, taking
deliberate aim at a straggling savage, shot him down. Higgins
horse had been wounded at the first fire, as he supposed, mortally;
but coming to, he was about to effect his escape, when the familiar
voice of Burgess hailed him from the long grass, “ Tom, don’t leave
me.” Higgins told him to come along, but Burgess replied that his
leg was smashed. Higgins attempted to raise him on his horse, but
the animal took fright and ran away. Higgins then directed Burgess
to limp off as well as he could; and by crawling through the grass he
reached the fort, while the former loaded his gun and remained
behind to protect him against the pursuing enemy. When Burgess
was well out of the way, Higgins took another route, which led by a
small thicket, to throw any wandering enemy off the trail. Here he
was confronted by three savages approaching. Ie ran to a little
ravine near for shelter, but in the effort discovered for the first time
that he was badly wounded in the leg. He was closely pressed by
the largest, a powerfnl Indian,.who lodged a ball in his thigh. He
fell, but instantly rose again, only however to draw the fire of the
other two, and again fell wounded. The Indians now advanced upon
him with their tomahawks and scalping knives; but as he presented
his gun first at one, then at another, from his place in the ravine, each
wavered in his purpose. Neither party had time to load, and the
large Indian, supposing finally that Higgins’ gun was empty, rushed
forward with uplifted tomahawk and a yell; but as he came near
enough, was shot down. At this, the others raised the war-whoop,
and rushed upon the wounded Higgins,and now a hand-to-hand con-
flict ensned. They darted at him with their knives time and again,
inflicting many ghastly flesh-wounds, which bled profusely. One of
the assailants threw his tomahawk at him with such precision as to
sever his ear and lay bare his skull, knocking him down. They now
rushed in on him, but he kicked them off, and grasping one of their
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spears thrust at him, was raised up by it. He quickly seized his gun,
and by a powerful blow crushed in the skull of one, but broke his
rifle. His remaining antagonist still kept up the contest, making
thrusts with his knife at the bleeding and exhausted Higgins, which
he parried with his broken gun as well as he could. Most of this
desperate engagement was in plain view of the fort; but the rangers,
having been in one ambuscade, saw in this fight only a ruse to draw
out the balance of the garrison. Bnt a Mrs. Pursely, residing at the
fort, no longer able to see so brave a man contend unaided for his life,
seized a gun, and mounting a horse, started to his rescue. At this
the men took courage and hastened along. The Indian, seeing aid
coming, fled. Iliggins, being nearly hacked to pieces, fainted from
loss of blood. e was carried to the fort. There being no snrgeon,
his comrades cut two balls from his flesh: others remained in. For
days his life was despaired of; but by tender nnrsing, he ultimately
regained his health, badly crippled. He resided in Fayette county for
many years after, and died in 1829.

STATE BANK.

The Legislature during the latter years of territorial existence,
granted charters to several banks. The result was that paper money
became very abundant, times flush, credit unlimited, and everybody
invested to the utmost limit of his eredit, with confident expectation
of realizing a handsome advance before the expiration of his credit,
from the throng of immigrants then pouring into the country. By
1819 it became apparent that a day of reckoning would approach
before their dreams of fortune could be realized. Banks everywhere
began to waver, paper money became depreciated, and gold and silver
driven ont of the country. The Legislature sought to bolster up the
times by incorporating a new “ Bank of Tllinois,” which, with several
branches, was created by the session of 1821. This bank, being
wholly supported by the credit of the State, was to issue one, two,
three, five, ten and twenty-dollar notes. It was the duty of the bank
to advance, upor personal property, money to the amount of $100,
and a larger amount upon real estate. All taxes and public salaries
could be paid in such bills; and if a creditor refused to take them he
had to wait three years longer before he couid collect his debt. The
people imagined that simply because the government had issued the
notes, they would remain at par; and although this evidently could
not be the case, they were yet so infatuated with their project as
actually to request the United States Government to receive them in
payment for their public lands! Althongh there were not wanting
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men who, like John McLean, the Speaker of the House ot Represent-
atives, foresaw the dangers and evils likely to arise from the creation
of such a bank, by far the greater part of the people were in favor of
it. The new bank was therefore started. The new issue of bills by
the bank, of course, only aggravated the evil theretofore so griev-
ously felt, of the absence of specie, so that the people were soon
compelled to cut their bills in halves and quarters, in order to make
small change in trade. Finally the paper currency so rapidly depre-
ciated that three dollars in these bills were only considered worth one
in specie, so that the State not only did not increase its revenue, but
lost full two-thirds of them, and expended three times the amount
required to pay the expenses of the State government.

EARLY GOVERNORS.

In the year 1822 the term of office of the first governor, Shadrach
Bond, expired. Two parties sprung up at this time,—one favorable,
the other hostile, to the introduction of slavery, each proposing a
candidate of its own for governor. Both parties worked hard to
secure the election of their candidate; but the people at large decided,
as they ever have been at heart, in favor of a free State. Edward Coles,
an anti-slavery man, was elected, although a majority of the Legisla-
ture were opposed to him. The subject of principal interest during
hie administration was to make Illinois a slave State. The greatest
effort being mnade in 1824, the proposition was defeated at the polls
by a majority of 1,800. The aggregate vote polled was 11,612, being
about 6,000 larger than at the previous State election. African slaves
were first introduced into Illinois in 1720 by Renault, a Frenchman.

Senator Duncan, afterwards governor, presented to the Legislature
of 1824-5 a bill for the support of schools by a public tax; and
William S. Hamilton presented another bill requiring a tax to be
used for the purpose of constructing and repairing the roads,—both of
which bills passed and became laws. DBut although these laws con-
ferred an incalenlable benefit upon the public, the very name of a tax
was so odious to the people that, rather than pay a tax of the smallest
possible amonnt, they preferred working as they formerly did, five
days during the year on the roads, and would allow their children to
grow up withont any instruction at all. Consequently both laws
were abolished in 1826.

In the year 1826 the office of governor became again vacant.
Ninian Edwards, Adolphus F. Hubbard and Thomas C. Sloe were
candidates. Edwards had made himelf many enemies by urging

striet inquiries to be made into the corruption of the State bank, so
3
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that had it not been for his talents and noble personai appearance he
would most probably not have been elected. Hubbard was a man of
but little personal merit. Of him tradition has preserved, among
other curious sayings, a speech on a bill granting a bounty on wolf-
scalps. This speech, delivered before the Legislature, is as follows:
« Mr. Speaker,—I rise before the question is put on this bill, to say a
word for my constituents. Mr. Speaker, I have never seen a wolf. 1
cannot say that I am very well acquainted with the nature and habits
of wolves. Mr. Speaker, I have said that I had never seen a wolf;
but now I remember that once on a time,as Judge Brown and I were
riding across the Bonpas prairie, we looked over the prairie about
three miles, and Judge Brown said, ¢ Hubbard, look! there goes a
wolf; and I looked, and I looked, and I looked, and I said, ‘Judge,
where? and he said, < There!” And I looked again, and this time in
the edge of a hazel thicket, about three miles across the prairie, I
think I saw the wolf’s tail. Mr. Speaker, if I did not see a wolf that
time, I think I never saw one; but I have heard much, and read
more, about this animal. I have studied his natural history.

“By the bye, history is divided into two parts. There is first the
history of 'the fabuious; and secundly, of the non-fabulous, or un-
known age. Mr. Speaker, from all these sources of information, I
learn that the wolf is a very noxious animal; that he goes prowling
about, seeking something to devour; that he rises up in the dead and
secret hours of night, when all nature reposes in silent oblivion, and
then commits the most terrible devastation upon the rising generation
of hogs and sheep.

“Mr. Speaker, I have done; and I return my thanks to the house for
their kind attention to my remarks.”

The primitive naivete and wonderful ingenuity as displayed in this
remarkable speech, show better than anything else the state of eivili-
zation then existing in Illinois.

The ndians became troublesome in 1827. The Winnebagoes, Sacs
and Foxes and other tribes had been at war for more than a hundred
years. In the summer of 1827 a war party of the Winnebagoes sur-
prised a party of Chippeways, and killed 8 of them. Four of the
murderers were arrested and delivered to the Chippeways, by whom
they were immediately shot. This was the first irritation of the Win-
nebagoes. Red Bird, a chief of this tribe, in order to avenge the
execution of the four warriors of his own people, attacked the
Chippeways, but was defeated; and being determined to satisfy his
thirst for revenge by some means, surprised and killed several white
men. Upon receiving intelligence of these murders, the whites who
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were working the lead mines in the vicinity of Galena formed a body
of volunteers, and, re-inforced by a company of regular United States
troops, marched into the country of the Winnebagoes. To save their
nation from the miseries of war, Red Bird and six other men of his
nation voluntarily surrendered themseltes. Some of the number
were executed, some of them imprisoned, and destinedlike Red Bird,
ingloriously to pine away within the narrow confines of a jail, when
formerly the vast forests had proven too limited for them.

In August, 1830, another gubernatorial election was held." The
candidates were William Kinney, then lieutenant governor,and John
Reynolds, formerly an associate justice of the Supreme Court, both
Jackson democrats. The opposition brought forward no candidate, as
they were in a hopeless minority. Reynolds was the successful can-
didate, and under his administration was the famous

BLACK HAWK WAR.

In the year 1804 a treaty was concluded between the United States
and the chiefs of the Sac and Fox nations. One old chief of the Sacs,
however, called Black Hawk, who had fought with great bravery in the
service of Great Britain during the war of 1812, had always taken
exceptions to this treaty, pronouncing it void. In 1831 he established
himself, with a chosen band of warriors, upon the disputed territory,
ordering the whites to leave the country at once. The settlers eom-
plaining, Governor Reynolds dispatched General Gaines, with a
company of regulars and 1,500 volunteers, to the scene of action.
Taking the Indians by surprise, the troops burnt their villages, and
forced them to conclnde a treaty, by which they ceded all lands east
of the Mississippi, and agreed to remain on the western side of the
river. Necessity had compelled the proud spirit of Black Hawk into
submission, which made him more than ever determined to be
avenged upon his enemies. Having rallied around him the warlike
braves of the Sac and Fox nations, he crossed the Mississippi in the
spring of 1832. Upon hearing of the invasion, Governor Reynolds
hastily collected a body of 1,800 volunteers, placing them under the
command of Brig.-Gen. Samuel Whiteside.

The army marched to the Mississippi, and having reduced to ashes
the Indian village known as ¢ Prophet’s Town,” proceeded for several
miles up the river to Dixon, to join the regular forces nnder General
Atkinson. They found at Dixon two companies of volunteers, who,
sighing for glory, were dispatched to reconnoiter the enemy. They
advanced under command of Major Stillman, to a creek afterwards
called “Stillman’s run;” and while encamping there, saw a party of
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mounted Indians at the distance of a mile. Several of Stillman’s
party mounted their horses and charged the Indians, killing three of
them; but, attacked by the main body under Black Hawk, they were
ronted, and by their precipitate flight spread such a panie through
the camp that the whole company ran off to Dixon as fast as their
legs could carry them. On their arrival it was found that there had
been eleven killed. A regiment sent to spy out the country between
Galena and Rock Island, was surprised by a party of seventy Indians,
and was on the point of being thrown into disorder when General
Whiteside, then serving as a private, shouted out that he would shoot
the first man who should turn his back to the enemy. Order being
restored, the battle began. At its very outset General Whiteside shot
the leader of the Indians, who therenpon commenced a hasty retreat.

In June, 1832, Black Hawk, with a band of 150 warriors, attacked
the Apple River Fort, near Galena, defended by 25 men. This
fort, a mere palisade of logs, was erected to afford protection to
the miners. For 15 consecutive hours the garrison had to sustain
the assault of the savage enemy; but knowing very well that no
quarter would be given them, they fought with such fury and desper-
ation that the Indians, after losing many of their best warriors, were
compelled to retreat.

Another party of 11 Indians murdered two men near Fort Ham-
ilton. They were afterwards overtaken by a company of twenty men
and every one of them was killed.

A new regiment, under the command of General Atkinson, assem-
bled on the banks of the Illinois in the latter part of June. Major
Dement, with a small party, was sent out to reconnoiter the move-
ments of a large body of Indians, whose endeavors to surround him
made it advisable for him to retire. Upon hearing of this engage-
ment, General Atkinson sent a detachment to intercept the Indians,
while he, with the main body of his army, moved north to meet the
Indians under Black Hawk. They moved slowly and cautiously throngh
the country; and having passed through Turtle village, marched up
along Rock river. On their arrival news was brought of the discov-
ery of the main trail of the Indians. Considerable search was made,
but they were unable to discover any vestige of Indians save two who
had shot two soldiers the day previous.

Hearing that Black Hawk was encamped on Rock river, at the Mani-
ton village, they resolved at once to advance upon the enemy; but in
the execution of their design they met with opposition on the part of
their officers and men. The officers of General Henry handed to him
a written protest; but he,a man equal to any emergency, ordered the
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officers to be arrested and escorted to General Atkinson. Within a
few minutes after the stern order was given, the officers all collected
around the General’s quarters, many of them with tears in their eyes,
pledging themselves that if forgiven they would return to duty and
never do the like again. Tle General rescinded the order, and they at
once resumed duty.

General Henry marched on the 135th of July in pursuit of the
Indians, reaching Rock river after three days’ journey, where he
learned Black Hawk was encamped further up theriver. On July 19th
the troops were ordered to commence their march. After having
made 50 miles, they were overtaken by a terrible thunder-storm,
which lasted all night. Nothing eooled, however, in their courage
and zeal, they marched again 50 miles the next day, encamping near
the place where the Indians had eneamped the night before. Ilurry-
ing along as fast as they could, the infantry keeping up an equal pace
with the mounted force, the troops on the morning of the 21st crossed
the river eonneeting two of the four lakes, by which the Indians had
been endeavoring to eseape. Finding, on their way, the ground
strewn with kettles and articles ot baggage, whichi the hurry of their
retreat had obliged the Indians to throw away, the troops, inspired
with new ardor, advaneed so rapidly that at noon they fell in with the
rear gnard of the Indians. The troops, who elosely pursued them,
were saluted with a sudden fire of musketry by a body of Indians
who had concealed themselves in the high grass of the prairie. A
most desperate eharge was made upon the Indians, who, unable to
resist, retreated obliquely, in order to out-flank the volunteers on the
right; but the latter eharged the Indians in their ambush,and expell-
ing them from their thiekets at the point of the oayonet, dispersed
them. Night set in and the battle ended, having cost the Indians
68 of their bravest men, while the loss of the Illinoisans amounted
to but one killed and 8 wounded.

Soon after this battle Generals Atkinson and Henry joined their
forces and pnrsued the Indians. General Henry, having struek the
main trail, left his hotrses behind, and formed an advance guard of
eight men, he marched forward upon their trail. When these eigh
men had come within sight of the river, they were suddenly fired
upon and five ot them killed, the remaining three maintaining their
ground till General Henry came up, when the Indians, charged upon
with the bayonet, fell back upon their main force. The battle now
became general; the Indians fought with desperate valor, but were
fariously assailed by the volunteers with their bayonets. cutting many
of the Indians to pieces and driving the rest into the river. Those
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who escaped from being drowned took refuge on an island. On
hearing the frequent discharge of musketry, indicating a general
engagement, General Atkinson abandored the pursuit of the 20
Indians under Black Hawk himself, and hurried to the scene of action,
where he arrived too late to take part in the battle. e immediately
forded the river with his troops, the water reaching np to their necks,
and landed on the island where the Indians had secreted themselves.
The soldiers rushed npon the Indiaus, killing several of them, taking
others prisoners, and chasing the rest into the river, where they were
either.drowned or shot before reaching the opposite shore. Thus
ended the battle, the Indians losing 300, besides 50 prisoners; the
whites but 17 killed and 12 wounded.

Black Hawk, with his twenty men, retreated np the Wisconsin river
The Winnebagoes, desirous of securing the friendship of the whites,
went in pursuit and captured and delivered them to General Street,
the United States Indian Agent. Among the prisoners were the son
of Black Hawk and the prophet of the tribe. These, with Black Hawk,
were taken to Washington, D. C. By order of the President, they
were set free on the 4th day of June, 1833. Black Hawk died on the
8d of October, 1840, at the age of 80 years, and was buried on
the bank of the Mississippi, where he had spent his life which had
been so dear to hii.

MARTYR FOR LIBERTY.

At the general election of 1834 Joseph Duncan was elected gov-
ernor. His principal appointment was ex-Lieutenant Governor Kin-
ney. Duncan was elected by a handsome majority. The year 1837,
under Duncan’s administration, is memorable for the death of the first
martyr for liberty in the State. Elijah P. Lovejoy was shot by a mob
in"Alton, on the night of the 7th of November of that year. Ie was
at the time editor of the Alton Observer,and advocated anti-slavery
principles in its columns. For this practice three of his presses had
been destroyed, and it was in connection with the arrival of a fourth
that the tragedy occurred which cost him his life. In antieipation
of itsarrival, a series of meetings were held in which the friends both
of freedom and of slavery were represented. The object was to
effect a compromise, but it was one in which liberty was to
make coneessions to oppression. In a speech made at one of
these meetings Lovejoy said: “I plant inyself down on my un-
questionable rights, and the question to be decided is, whether I shali
be protected in those rights. You may hang me, as the mob hung

the individuals at Vicksburg; you may burn me at the stake, as they
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did old MecIntosh at St. Louis; or, you may tar and feather me, or
throw me into the Mississippi as you have threatened to do; but youn
cannot disgrace me. I, and I alone can disgrace myself, and the
deepest of all disgrace would be at a time like this to deny my Maker
by forsaking his cause. He died for me, and I were most unworthy
to bear his name should I refuse, it need be, ¢o die for him.” Im-
mediately after, Mr. Lovejoy was shot; his brother Owen, being pres-
ent on the occasion, kneeled down on the spot beside the corpse, and
sent up to God, in the hearing of that very mob, one of the most
eloquent prayers ever listened to by mortal ear. e was bold enough
to pray God to take signal vengeance on the infernal institution of
slavery, and he then and there dedicated himself to the work of over-
throwing it, and hoped to see the day when slavery existed no more
in this nation. He died, March 24, 1864, nearly three months after
the Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln took effect.
Thus he lived to see his most earnest and devout prayer answered.
But few men in the nation rendered better service in overthrowing
the institution of slavery than Elijah P. and Owen Lovejoy.

Thomas Carlin, democrat, was elected governor in 1838, over
Cyrus Edwards, whig. In 1842 Adam W. Snyder was nominated
for governor on the democratic ticket, but died before election.
Thomas Ford was placed in nomination, and was elected, ex-Gov-
ernor Duncan being his opponent. - During Ford’s administration
occurred the :

MORMON WAR.

In April, 1840, the ¢ Latter-Day Saints;” or Mormons, came in
large numbers to Illinois and purchased a tract of land on the Missis-
sippi river. Here they commenced building the city of Nauvoo. A
more picturesque or eligible site for a city could not have been
selected.

The origin, rapid d‘evelopment and prosperity of this religious sect
are the most remarkable and instructive historical events of the pres-
ent century. That an obscure individual, without money, education,
or respectability, should persnade hundreds ot thousands of people to
believe him inspired of God, and cause a book, contemptible as a lit-
erary production, to be received as a continuation of the sacred reve-
lation, appears almost incredible; yet in less than half a century, the
diseiples of this obscure individual have increased to hundreds of thon-
sands; have fonnded a State in the distant wilderness, and compelled the
governiment of the United States practically to recognize them as an
independent people.
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The founder of Mormonism was Joseph Smith, a native of Vermont,
who emigrated while quite young with his father’s family to western
New York. Ilere his youth was spent in idle, vagabond life, roaming
the woods, dreaming of buried treasures, and exerting himself to learn
the art of finding them by the twisting of a forked stiek in his hands,
or by looking through enehanted stones. Both he.and his father be-
came famous as “ water wizards,” always ready to point out the spot
where wells might be dug and water found. Such was the character
of the young profligate when he made the acquaintance of Sidney
Rigdon, a person of considerable talent and information, who had
conceived the design of founding a new religion. A religious
romanee written by a Presbyterian preacher of Ohio, then dead, sug-
gested the idea, and finding in Smith the requisite duplicity and eun-
ning to reduee it to praetiee, it was agreed that he shonld aet as
prophet; and the two devised a story that gold plates had been found
buried in the earth eontaining a record inscribed on them in unknown
eharacters, whieh, when deciphered by the power of inspiration, gave
the history of the ten lost tribes of Israel.

After their settlement in Hancock county, great depredations were
committed by them on the “ Gentiles.”” The Mormons had been re-
eeived from Missouri with great kindness by the people of this State,
and every possible aid was granted them. The depredations com-
mitted, however, soon made themn odious, when the question of get-
ting rid of them was agitated. In the fali of 1841 the governor of
Missouri made a demand on Governor Carlin for the arrest and deliv-
ery of Joe Smith as a fugitive from justice. An executive warrant,
issued for that purpose was placed in the hands of an agent to be
exeeuted, but was returned without being complied with. Soon after-
ward the governor handed the same writ to his agent, who this time
succeeded in arresting Joe Smith. IIe was however discharged by
Judge Douglas, upon the grounds that the writ upon which he had
been arrested had been once returned before it had been executed,
and was functus officio. In 1842 Governor Qarlin again issued his
writ, Joe Smith was arrested again, and again eseaped. Thus it will
be seen it wasimpossible to reach and punish the leader of this people,
who had b ce driven from Missouri because of their stealing, mur-
dering and unjust dealing, and came to Illinois but to eontinue their
depredations. Emboldened by success, the Mormons beeamne more
arrogant and overbearing. Many people began to believe that they
were.about to set up a separate government for themselves in defiance
of the laws of the State. Owners of property stolen in other counties
made pursuit into Nauvoo, and were fined by the Mormon courts for
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daring to seek their property in the holy city. But that which made
it more certain than anything else that the Mormons contemplated a
separate government was, that about this time they petitioned Con-
gress to establish a territorial government for them in Nauvoo.

To crown the whole folly of the Mormons, in the spring of 1844
Joe Smith announced himself as a candidate for President of the
United States, and many of his followers were confident he would be
elected.

Smith soon began to play the tyrant over his people. The first act
of this sort was an attempt to take the wite of William Law, one of
his most talented disciples, and make her his spiritnal witfe. He
established, withount authority,a recorder’s oflice, and an oflice to issue
marriage licenses. He proclaimed that none conld deal in real estate
or sell liquor but himself. He ordered a printing office demolished,
and in many ways controlled the freedom and business of the Mor-
mons.

Joe Smith, and Hiram, his brother, were arrested on the charge of
treason, and taken to Carthage, Hancock county, and confined in the
jail there. The ecitizens assembled from Hancock, Schuyler and
MeDonough counties, armed and ready to avenge the outrages that
had been committed by the Mormons. Great excitement prevailed
at Carthage. The force assembled at that place amounted to 1,200
men, and about 500 assembled at Warsaw. Nearly all were anxions
to march into Nauvoo. This measure was supposed to be necessary
to search for counterfeit money and the apparatus to make it, and also
to strike a salutary terror into the Mormon people by an exhibition of
the force of the State, and thereby prevent future outrages, murders,
robberies, burnings, and the like. The 27th of June was appointed
for the march; but Governor Ford, who at the time was in Carthage,
apprehended trouble if the militia should attempt to invade Nauvoo,
and disbanded the troops, retaining only a guard to the jail.

Governor Ford went to Nauvoo on the 27th. The same morning
about 200 men from Warsaw, many being disguised, hastened to
Carthage. On learning that one of the companies left as a guard had
disbanded, and the other stationed 150 yards from the jail, while eight
men were left to guard the prisoners, a communication was soon estab-
lished between the Warsaw troops and the guard; and it was arranged
that the guard should have their gnns charged with blank cartridges
and fire at the assailants when they attempted to enter the jail.
The conspirators came up, jumped the tence around the jail, were
fired npon by the gnard, which, according to arrangement, was over-
powered, and the assailants entered the prison, to the door of the room
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where the two prisoners were confined. An attempt was made to
break open the door; but Joe Smith, being armed with a pistol, fired
several times as the door was bursted open, and three of the assailants
were wounded. At the same time several shots were fired into the
room, by some‘of which John Taylor, a friend of' the Smiths, received
four wounds, and Hiram Smith was instantly killed. Joe Smith, at-
tempting to escape by jumping out of a second-story window, was so
stunned by the fall that he was unable to rise. In this position he
was despatched by balls shot through his body. Thus fell Joe Smith,
the most successful impostor of modern times. Totally ignorant of
almost every fact in science, as well as in law, he made np in construe-
tiveness and natural cunning whatever in him was wanting of instrue-
tion.

After the holy prophet had thus met his untimely fate, the govern-
ment of the church was confided to the twelve apostles, with Brigham
Young at their head. In the spring of 1846 the leaders, satistied that
it would not do for the Mormons to remain any longer in the State,
began to prepare for removal. By the middle of May about 16,000
Mormons erossed the Mississippi on their march to Utah, having made
12,000 wagons the previous winter for this purpose. Shortly after,
almost the entire Mormon population was driven from the State.

MEXICAN WAR.

During the month of May, 1846, the President called four regi-
ments of volunteers from Illinois for the Mexican war. This was no
sooner known in the State than nine regiments, numbering 8,370 men,
answered the call, though only four of them, amounting to 3,720 men,
could be taken. These regimerts,as well as their officers, were every-
where foremost in the American ranks, and distinguished themselves
by their matchless valor in the bloodiest battles fought throughout
the campaign. General Hardin, at the battle of Buena Vista, attacked
and routed a body of Mexican infantry and lancers five times the num-
ber of his own, deciding by his gallant charge the victory for the
Americans, which was won at the expense of his own life and that of
many of his bravest men. At the same battle Lientenant Colonel
Weatherford, with his men, during the whole day stood the fire of the
Mexican artillery without being allowed to advance near enough to
return it. 'Warren, Trail, Bissell and Morrison distinguished them-
selves by their intrepid valor at the same battle; Shields, Baker, Har-
ris and Coffey are illustrious names indissolubly connected with the
glorious capture of Vera Cruz, and the not less famous storming of
Cerro Gordo. In this latter action, when, after the valiant General
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Shields had been placed Aors de combat, the eommand of his force,
consisting of three regiments, devolved upon Colonel Baker. This
officer, with his men, stormed with unheard of prowess the last strong-
hold of the Mexicans, sweeping everything before them. Such, in-
deed, was the intrepid valor and daring courage exhibited by Illinois
volunteers during the Mexican war that their deeds should live in
the memory of their countrymen until those latest times when the
very name of America should have been forgotten.

In 1846 the democratic candidate for governor, Awugustus C.
French, won an easy victory over the whig nominee, Thomas M.
Kilpatrick. The oftiee having expired by the adoption of the new
constitution of 1848, Freneh was re-elected, and went out of offiece in
January, 1853.

In 1852, at the November election, Joel A. Matteson, demoerat,
was chosen governor over the whig candidate, E. B. Webb.

From 1852 to 1856 the republican party was organized. In the
latter year they elected W. II. Bissell over W. A. Richardson, demo-
erat.

During the year 1858 oceurred the memorable contest between Lin-
coln and Douglas for the senate, and which secured for them the nom-
inations for President two years later.

In 1860 the “ War Governor,”” Richard Yates, was elected by the
republican party. His opponents were J. C. Allen, democrat;
Thomas M. Hope, Breckinridge, democrat; and John T. Stuart, of
the Bell-Everett party. He occupied the chair of State during the
most critical period of our country’s history, and discharged his duty
with patriotic fidelity to the cause of the nation.

THE WAR OF THE REBELLION.

Abraham Lincoln was inaungurated President of the United States
in 1861. At the time of his aecession to power several members of
the Union claimed they had withdrawn from it, and styling them-
selves the “Contfederate States of Ameriea,” they organized a separate
government. This action, and the firing upcn Fort Sumter, rendered
it necessary to eall for troops to suppress this outbreak and open re-
bellion. Accordingly a eall was issued by the President. Simultane-
ously with the call enlistments commenced in this State, and within
ten days 10,000 volunteers offered service, and the sum of $1,000,000
was tendered by patriotie citizens. Of the volunteers who offered
‘their services, only six regiments eould be accepted under the quota
of the State. These were designated by numbers, commencing with
seven, as a mark of respect for the six regiments which had served in
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the Mexican war. Illinois putinto her own regiments for the United
States government 256,000 men, and into the army through other
States enough to swell the number to 290,000. This far exceeds all
the soldiers of the federal government in all the war of the Revolu-
tion. Her total years of service were over 600,000. She enrolled
men from 18 to 45 years of age, when the law of Congress in 1864-—the
test time—only asked for those from 20 to 45. Her enrollments were
otherwise excessive. Her people wanted to go, and did not take the
pains to eorreet the enrollment; thus the basis of fixing the quota was
too great, and the quota itself, at least in the trying time, was far
above any other State. The demand on some counties, as Monroe,
for example, took every able-bodied man in the connty, and then did
not have enough to fill the quota. Moreover, Illinois sent 20,844 men
for 100 days, for whom no credit was asked. She gave to the
country 78,000 years of serviee above all calls. With one-thirteenth
o the population of the loyal States, she sent regularly one-tenth of
all the soidiers, and in the perils of the closing ealls, when patriots
were few and weary, she sent one-eighth of all that were called for by
her loved and honored son in the white house. Of the brave boys
Illinois sent to the front, there were killed in action, 5,888; died of
wounds, 3,082; of disease, 19,496; in prison, 967; lost at sea, 205;
aggregate, 29,588. As upon every field and upon every other page
of the history of this war, Illinois bore her part of the suffering in
the prison pens of the South. More than 800 names make up the
awful column of Illinois’s brave sons who died in the rebel prison
of Andersonville, Ga. Who can measure or imagine the atrocities
which would be laid before the world were the panoramna of sufferings
and terrible trials of these gallant men but half unfolded to view?
But this can never be done until new words of horror are invented
and new arts discovered by which demoniacal fiendishness can be
portrayed, and the intensest anguish of the human soul in ten thon-
sand forms be painted.

On the 15th of November, 1864, after the destruction of Atlanta,
and the railroads behind him, Sherman, with his army, began his march
to the sea-coast. The almost breathless anxiety with whieh his prog-
ress was watched by the loyal hearts of the nation, and the trembling
apprehension with which it was regarded by all who hoped for rebel
success, indicated this as one of the most remarkable events of the
war; and so it proved. Of Sherman’s army, 45 regiments of infant-
ry, 3 companies of artillery, and 1 of cavalry were from this State.
Lincoln answered all ramors of Sherman’s defeat with, * It is impos-
sible: there is a mighty sight of fight in 100,000 western men.”
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Illinois soldiers brought home 300 hattle flags. The first United
States flag that floated over Richmond was an Illinois flag. She
sent messengers and nurses to every field and hospital to care for
her sick and wounded sons.

Tllinois gave the country the great general of the war, U. S. Grant.

One other name from Illinois comes up in all minds, embalmed in
all hearts, that must have the supreme place in this sketeh of our
glory and of our nation’s honor: that name is Abraham Lincoln.
The analysis of Mr. Lincoln’s character is diffienlt on aceount of its
symmetry. In this age we look with admiration at his uneompro-
mising honesty; and well we may, for this saved ns. Thousands
throughout the length and breadth of our conntry, who knew him only
as “ Honest Old Abe,” voted for him on that account; and wisely did
they choose, for no other man could have earried us through the
fearful night of war. When his plans were too vast for our compre-
hension, and his faith in the canse too sublime for our participation;
when it was all night about us, and all dread before us, and all sad and
desolate behind us; when not one ray shone upon our cause; when
traitors were haughty and exultant at the South, and fierce and blas-
phemous at the North; when the loyal men seemed almost in the
minority; when the stoutest heart quailed, the bravest cheek paled;
when generals were defeating each other for place, and eontractors
were leeching out the very heart’s blood of the republie; when every-
thing else had failed us, we looked at this calm, patient man standing
like a rock in the storm, and said, ¢ Mr. Lineoln is honest, and we
can trust him still.” Holding to this single point with the energy of
faith and despair, we Leld together, and under God he brought us
through to victory. His practieal wisdom made him the wonder of
all lands. With such certainty did Mr. Lincoln follow causes to their
ultimate effects, that his foresight of contingenecies seemed alinost
prophetic. He is radiant with all the great virtues, and his memory
will shed a glory upon this age that will fill the eyes of men as they
look into history. Other men have excelled him in some points; but,
taken at all points, all in all, he stands head and shoulders above
every other man of 6,000 years. An administrator, he saved the
nation in the perils of unparalleled civil war; a statesman, he justi-
fied his measures by their snecess; a philanthropist, he gave liberty
to one race and salvation to another; a moralist, he bowed from the
sammit of hnman power to the foot of the eross; a mediator, he
exercised mercy under the most absolute obedience to law; a leader,
he was no partisan; a commander, he was untainted with blood; a
ruler in desperate times, he was unsnllied with crime; a man, he has

4
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left no word of passion, no thought ot malice, no trick of eraft, no
act of jealonsy, no purpose of selfish ambition. Thus perfected,
without a model and withont a peer, he was dropped into these
troubled years to adorn and embellish all that is good and all that is
great in our humanity, and to present to all coming time the repre-
sentative of the divine idea of free government. It is not too much
to say that away down in the future, when the republic has fallen
from its niche in the wall of time; when the great war itself shall
have faded out in the distance like a mist on the horizon; when the
Anglo-Saxon shall be spoken only by the tongue of the stranger,
then the generations looking this way shall see the great President as
the snpreme figure in this vortex of history.

The rebellion was ended with the surrender of Lee and his army,
and Johnston and his command, in April, 1865. Our armies at the
time were up to their maximum strength, never so formidable, never
so invincible; and, until recruiting ceased by order of Secretary
Stanton, were daily strengthening. The necessity, however, for so
vast and formidable numbers ceased with the dishanding of the rebel

forces, which had for more than four years disputed the supremacy of

the government over its domain. And now the joyful and welcome
news was to be borne to the victorious legions that their work was
ended in triumph, and they were to be permitted “to see homes and
friends once more.”

Richard J. Oglesby was elected governor in 1864 by the republican
party, in opposition to James C. Robinson, demoecrat. In 1868 John
M. Palmer won an easy victory over John R. Eden, democrat.
Richard J. Oglesby was again elected in 1872, and in 1876 Shelby M.
Cullom, republican, was elected, and is the present inenmbent. J

SENATORS,

The following are the names of all the persons that have repre-
sented this State, since its organization, in the United States Senate:

Years.
J(ss'e 35S TTA i & B depe SN SRR SR IR ASIRTII 4L S T | 1818 to 1829
IATATRRGWaCaEr e OIS b 5 L LR s B s s e 1818 « 1824
J()hil )EcLezm ................................. oferss oged o EIRRE I ECAREUR 1824 « 1825
T R DR o g S 450 SSRRE TN A SR B s S, o ' | .1825 “ 1835
DRORRRNeTean:: . N L e e s e s . L o e S 1829 “ 1830
D. J. Bakefr ........................................................ 1830 1 mo.
J .')I. Robl‘ns.on ....................................................... 1830 to 1841
W. L. 13. i oL, 28 o [ 5o RN SN Sl e T 1835 1837
T NG o B S, 1T oo Bt B O T A U 1837 « 1843
e T B e A L P PSS 1841 “* 1843

TRInCE SOl e R 41 LA o L L LY LV i RS, N VI 1843 « 1847

B ——

T ——
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BET T3 TP 0 o5 48 go e Fc .0 B0 0 it SRR SRR RE R S R 1843 to 1849
e A Bl S en SRR ot TR et A SR N Sl S FSE 1847 « 1861
s SIS i B D R A AR DBt e e 1849 « 1855
iy i 30 T sl ] ST et S PR Bt SIS T It S L I ...1855 * 1873
(I 0 Y e R SR SR T, N B Ar e O e DR T D 1861 ““ 1863
ETpeil Eat NN TR Chian A SODI- L e e S T R e Sl ol - ..1863 ‘ 1865
Vel L P R I R TSI Y L e i b B A S 1865 ¢ 1871
T b A T el RERET T SR | . A R et N i IRBROTR R ie 1871 * 1877
[Riclard J: Oglesby...:.. .00 oo s 3 5 2l B T M) M i e e 1873 1879
st DI s S R B0 B L s T e SR F | S s AT LS 1877 * 1883
GOVERNORS.

The following are the names of all the Governors of the State:

Years.
RS HAchYBON M. reg ity P IS TR Yofhe T N b A i 1818 to 1822
1T T IO AL 4 ol b b o] S B A A ST SN AR Lo e e 1822 “ 1826
Ninian Edwards (formerly Governor of the Territory)................ .1826 « 1830
ol TR AN o Bt b e S e I n o G Ll Bl E e A 4 A | LS LA S 1830 « 1834
MR CH NI a0 PP PE TR eies UL ¥ U e SR L SR 1834 « 1838
T OIS o o s e e bt == SVt o EEL LA S R L SRS 1838 ¢« 1842
N TR DT TS o o 8 Gob Far B ot T PO P L LT . A 1842 « 1846
S OB TR G b o B0 0 =ab IR I st e S et 1846 « 1853

The office having expired by the adoption of the new constitution
of 1848, he was re-elected, and went out of office in January, 1853.

BT eSO TE o e Bt B e s = e January, 1856 to 1857
William H. Bissell, died while in office........................... ... 1857 « 1860
[ At E e Gl AT EEEL Aabihl o &' T oo BABK AR T HE & =3 RN SO 1860 « 1861
IRl YE G soa b ad e b oo AR SRS S SRR IR U S S 1861 . 1865
I ih IO ST eRhyS gy B0 SES. (. S FEAREN i iy 1865 “ 1869
Tty 3oL TR TGP, o B8 ol 0 6 aia 56 o Ko B oo Bbat b Er Foo s S S AN 1869 « 1873
Richard J."Oglesby (elected United States Senator) .................... ... “ 1873
Johnil=BevenidgeywicerOglesby. o st mn g s d b sl S d ol L L 1873 « 1377
Shelby M. Cullom, present incumbent.. . ........oooiveiiiiiaiiii.o, 1877 « 1881

DRESS AND MANNERS,

The dress, habits, ete., of a people throw so much light upon their
conditions and limitations that in order better to show the eircum-
stances surrounding the people of the State, we, will give a short
exposition of the manner of life of our Illinois people at different
epochs. The Indians themselves are credited by Charlevoix with
being “ very laborious,”—raising poultry, spinning the wool of the
buffalo and manufacturing garments therefrom. These must have
been, however, more than usnally favorable representatives of their
race.

“The working and voyaging dress of the French masses,” says
Reynolds, “was simple and primitive. The French were like the
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lilies of the valley [the Old Ranger was not always exact in his
quotations],—they neither spun nor wove any of their clothing, but
purchased it from the merchants. The white blanket coat, known as
the capot, was the universal and eternal coat for the winter with the
masses. A cape was made of it that could be raised over the head
in eold weather.”

«JIn the house, and in good weather, it hung behind, a ecape to the
blanket coat. The reason that I know these coats so well is, that 1
have worn many in my youth, and a working man never wore a better
garment. Dressed deer-skins and blue cloth were worn commonly in
the winter for pantaloons. The blue handkerchief and the deer-skin
moceasins covered the head and feet generally of the French Creoles.
In 1800, searcely a man thought himself clothed unless he had a belt
tied aronund his blanket coat, and on one side was hung the dressed
skin of a pole-cat, filled with tobacco, pipe, flint and steel. On the
other side was fastened, under the belt, the bntcher-knife. A Creole
in this dress felt like Tam O’Shanter filled with usquebaugh: he could
face the devil. Cheeked calico shirts were then common, but in
winter flannel was frequently worn. In the summer the laboring
men and the voyagers otten took their shirts off in hard work and hot
weather, and turned out the naked back to the air and sun.

“ Among the Americans,” he adds, “home-made wool hats were
the common wear. Fur hats were not common, and secarcely a boot
was seen. The covering of the feet in winter was chiefly moceasins
made of deer-skins, and shoe packs of tanned leather. Some wore
shoes, but not common in very early times. In the summer the greater
portion of the young people, male and female, and many of the old,
went barefoot. The substantial and universal outside wear was the
blue linsey hunting-shirt. This is an excellent garment, and I have
never felt so happy and healthy since I laid it‘off. It is made of
wide sleeves, open before, with ample size so as to envelop the body
almost twice around. Sometimes it had a large cape, which answers
well to save the shoulders from the rain. A belt is mostly used to
keep the garment close around the person, and, nevertheless, there is
nothing tight about it to hamper the body. It is often fringed, and
at times the fringe i composed of red, and other gay colors. The
belt, frequently, is sewed to the hunting.shirt. Theuv:ast was mostly
made of striped linsey. The colors were made often with alum,
copperas and madder, boiled with the bark of trees, in sueh a man-
ner and proportions as the old ladies preseribed. The pantaloons of
the mnasses were generally made of deer-skin and linsey. Coarse blue
cloth was sometimes made into pantaloons.
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“Linsey, neat and fine, manufactured at home, composed generally
the outside garments of the females as well as the males. The ladies
lad linsey colored and woven to suit their fancy. A bonnet, com-
posed of calico, or some gay goods, was worn on the head when they
were in the open air. Jewelry on the pionéer ladies was uncomnmon;
a gold ring was an ornament not often seen.”

In 1820 a change of dress began to take place, and before 1830,
according to Ford, most of the pioneer costume had disappeared.
“The blue linsey hunting-shirt, with red or white fringe, had given
place to the cloth coat. [Jeans would be more like the fact.] The
raccoon cap, with the tail of the animal dangling down behind, had
been thrown aside for hats of wool or fur. Boots and shoes had sup-
plied the deer-skin moccasins; and the leather breeches, strapped tight
aronnd the ankle, had disappeared before unmentionables of a more
modern material. The female sex had made still greater progress in
dress. The old sort of cotton or woolen frocks, spun, woven and made
with their own fair hands, and striped and cross-barred with blue dye
and turkey red, had given place to gowns of silk and calico. The
feet, before in a state of nudity, now charmed in shoes of calf-skin or
slippers of kid; and the head, formerly unbonneted, but covered with
a cotton handkerchief, now displayed the charms of the female face
under many forms of bonnets of straw, silk and leghorn. The young
ladies, instead of walking a mile or two to church on Sunday, carry-
ing their shoes and stockings in their hands until within a hundred
yards of the place of worship, as formerly, now came forth arrayed
complete in all the pride of dress, mounted on fine horses and at-
tended by their male admirers.”

The last haif century has doubtless witnessed changes quite as great
as those set forth by our Illinois historian. The chronicler of to-day,
looking back to the golden days of 1830 to 1840, and comparing them
with the present, must be struck with the tendency of an almost
monotonous uniformity in dress and manners that comes from the
easy inter-communication afforded by steamer, railway, telegraph and
newspaper. Home manufacturers have been driven from the house-
hold by the lower-priced fabrics of distant mills. The Kentucky
jeans, and the copperas-colored clothing of howe manufacture, so
tamiliar a few years ago, have given place to the cassimeres and cloths
of noted factories. The ready-made-clothing stores, like a tonch of
nature, make the whole world kin, and may drape the charcoal man
in a dress-coat and a stove-pipe hat. The prints and silks of Eng-
land and France give a variety of choice, and an assortment of colors
and shades such as the pioneer women could hardly have dreamed of.
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Godey, and Demorest, and Harper’s Bazar are found in our modern
farm-houses, and the latest fashions of Paris are sometimes brought
into queer contrast with the garments of the older mode in some of
our more remote communities.’

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF ILLINOIS.

In area the State has 55,410 square miles of territory. It is abont
150 miles wideand 400 miles long, stretching in latitude from Maine
to North Carolina. The climate varies from Portland to Richmond.
It favors every product of the continent, including the tropies, with
less than half a dozen exceptions. It produces every great food
of the world except bananas and rice. It is hardly too much to say
that it is the most productive spot known to civilization. With the soil
full of bread and the earth full of minerals; with an upper surface of
food and an under layer of fuel; with perfect natural drainage, and
abundant springs,and streams, and navigable rivers; half way between
the forests ot” the North and the fruits of the Sonth; within a day’s
ride of the great deposits of iron, coal, copper, lead and zine; and con-
taining and controlling the great grain, cattle, pork and lumber mar-
kets of the world, it is not strange that Illinois has the advantage
of position.

There are no mountains in Illinois; in the southern as well as in
the northern part of the State there are a few hills; near the banks
of the Illinois, Mississippi, and several other rivers, the ground is
elevated, forming the so-called bluffs, on which at the present day
may be found, uneffaced by the hand of Time, the marks and traces
left by the water which was formerly much higher; whenee it may
be safe to conelude that, where now the fertile prairies of Illinois ex-
tend, and the rich soil of the country yields its golden harvests, must
have been a vast sheet of water, the mud deposited by whieh formed
the soil, thus accounting for the present great fertility of the conntry.

Illinois is a garden 400 miles long and 150 miles wide. Its soil is
chiefly a black, sandy loam, from 6 inches to 60 feet thick. About the
old French towns it has yielded corn for a century and a halt without
rest or help. She leads all other States in the nnmber of acres actu-
ally nnder plow.  Her mineral wealth is scarcely second to her agri-
cultural power. She has coal, iron, lead, zin, copper, many varieties
of building stone, marble, fire clay, cuma clay, common brick elay,
sand of all kinds, gravel, mineral paint,—in fact, everything needed
for a high civilization.
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AGRICULTURE.

If any State of the Union is adapted for agriculture, and the other
branches of rural economny relating thereto, such as the raising ot
cattle and the culture of fruit trees, it is pre-eminently Illinois, whose
extremely fertile prairies recompense the farmer at less trouble and
expense than he would be obliged to incur elsewhere, in order to
obtain the same results. Her rich soil, adapted by nature for imme-
diate culture, only awaits the plow and the seed in order to mature,
within a few months, a most bountiful harvest. A review of statistics
will be quite interesting to the reader, as well as valuable, as showing
the enormous quantities of' the various cereals produced in our prairie
State:

In 1876 there was raised in the State 130,000,000 of bushels ot
corn,—twice. as much as any other State, and one-sixth of all the corn
raised in the United States. It would take 375,000 cars to transport
this vast amount of corn to market, which would make 15,000 trains
of 25 cars each. She harvested 2,747,000 tons of hay, nearly one-
tenth of all the hay in the Republic. It is not generally appreciated,
but it is true, that the hay crop of the country is worth more than the
cotton erop. The hay of Illinois equnals the cotton of Louisiana. Go
to Charleston, 8. C., and see them peddling handfuls of hay or grass,
almost as a cnriosity, as we regard Chinese gods or the eryolite of
Greenland; drink your coffee and condensed milk; and walk back
from the coast for many a league through the sand and burs till you
get up into the better atmosphere of the mountains, without seeing a
waving meadow or a grazing herd; then you will begin to appreciate
the meadows of the Prairie State.

The value of her farm implements was, in 1876, $211,000,000, and
the value of live stock was only second to New York. The same year
she had 25,000,000 hogs, and packed 2,113,845, about one-half of all
that were packed in the United States. She marketed $57,000,000
worth of slanughtered animals,—more than any other State, and a
seventh of all the States.

Illinois excels all other States in miles of railroads and in miles of
postal service, and in money orders sold per annum, and in the amount
of Inmber sold.

Illinois was only second in many important matters, taking the
reports of 1876. This sample list comprises a few of the more
important: Permanent school fund; total income for educational
purposes; number of publishers of books, maps, papers, ete.; value
of farm products and implements, and of live stock; in tons of coal
mined.
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The shipping of Illinois was only second to New York. Out of
one port during the business hours of the season of navigation she
sent forth a vessel every nine minutes. This did not include canal-
boats, which went one every five minutes.

No wonder she was only second in number of bankers or in physi-
cians and surgeons.

She was third in colleges, teacher sand schiools; also in cattle, lead.
hay, flax, sorghum and beeswax.

She was fourth in population, in children enrolled in public schools,
in law schools, in butter, potatoes and carriages.

She was fifth in value of real and personal property, in theological
seminaries, and colleges exclusively for women, in milk sold, and in
boots and shoes manufactured, and in book-binding.

She was only seventh in the production of wood, while she was the
twelfth in area. Surely that was well done for the Prairie State.
She then had, in 1876, much more wood and growing timber than she
had thirty years before.

A few leading industries will justify emphasis. She manufactured
$205,000,000 worth of goods, which placed her well up toward New
York and Pennsylvania. The number of her manufacturing estab-
lishments inereased from 1860 to 1870, 300 per cent.; capital employed
increased 350 per cent.; and the amount of product inereased 400 per
cent.  She issued 5,500,000 copies of commercial and financial news-
papers, being only second to New York. She had 6,759 miles of
railroad, then leading all other States, worth $636,458,000, using 3,245
engines, and 67,712 cars, making a train long enough to cover one-
tenth of the entire roads of the State. Her stations were only five
wmiles apart. She carried, in 1876, 15,795,000 passengers, an average
of 36} miles, or equal to taking her entire population twice across the
State. More than two-thirds of her land was within five miles of a
railroad, and less than two per cent. was more than fifteen miles away.

The State has a large financial interest in the Illinois Central rail-
road. The road was incorporated in 1850, and the State gave eacl
alternate section for six miles on each side, und doubled the price of
the remaining land, so keeping herself good. - The road received
2,595,000 acres of" land, and paid to the State one-seventh of the gross
receipts. The State received in 1877, $350,000, and had received up
to that year in all about §7,000,000. It was practically the people’s
road, and it had a most able and gentlemanly management, Add to
the above amount the annual receipts from the canal, $111,000, and a
large per cent. of the State tax was provided for.
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CIIICAGO.

While it is impossible in this brief space to give more than a
meager sketch of such a city as Chicago, yet we feel the history of the
State would be incomplete without speaking of its metropolis, the
most wonderful city on the globe.

In comparing Chicago, as it was a few years since, with Chicago of
to-day, we behold a change whose veritable existence we would be
inclined to doubt, were it not a stern, indisputable fact. Rapid as is
the customary development of places and things, in the United States,
the growth of Chicago and her trade stands without a parallel. The
city is situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan at the month of
the Chicago river. It lies 14 feet above the lake, having been raised
to that grade entirely by the energy of its citizens, its site having
originally been on a dead level with the water of the lake.

The city extends north and south along the lake about ten miles,
and westward on the prairie from the lake five or six miles, embracing
an area of over 40 square miles. Itis divided by the river into three
distinet parts, known as the North, West and South Divisions, or
¢ Sides,” as the popular phrase is. These are connected by 33 bridges
and two tunnels. The first settlement of Chicago was made in 1804,
during which Fort Dearborn was built. At the close of 1830 Chicago
contained 12 houses, with a population of about 100. The town was
organized in 1833, and incorporated as a city in 1837. The first frame
building was erected in 1832, and the first brick house in 1833. The
first vessel entered the harbor June 11, 1834; and at the first official
census, taken July 1, 1837, the entire population was found to be
4,170. In 1850 the population had inereased to 29,963; in 1860, to
112,172; and in 1870,to0 298,977. According to the customary mode
of reckoning from the number of names in the City Directory, the
population of 1878 is over 500,000.

It has been often remarked that the first white man who became a
resident of Chicago was a negro. His name was Jean Baptiste Point
au Sable. Ile settled there in 1796 and built a rnde cabin on the
north bank of the main river, and laid claim to a tract of land sur-
rounding it. e disappeared from the scene, and his claim was
“jumped” by a Frenchman named LeMai, who commenced trading
with the Indians. A few years later he sold out to John Kinzie, who
was then an Indian trader in the country about St. Joseph, Mich., and
agent for the American Fur Company, which had traded at Chicago
with the Indians for some time; and this fact had, probably more than
any other, to do with the determination of the government to estab-
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lish a fort there. The Indians were growing numerous in that region,
being attracted by the facilities for selling their wares, as well as be-
ing pressed northward by the tide of immigration setting in from the
South. It was judged necessary to have some force near that point
to keep them in check, as well as to protect the trading interests. Mr.
Kinzie removed his family there the same year Fort Dearborn was
built, and converted the Jean Baptiste cabin into a tasteful dwelling.

For about eight years things rolled along smoothly. The garrison
was quiet, and the traders prosperous. Then the United States be-
came involved in trouble with Great Britain. The Indians took the
war-path long before the declaration of hostilities between the two
civilized nations, committing great depredations, the most atrocious
of which was the

MASSACRE AT FORT DEARBORN.

During the war of 1812, between the United States and England,
the greatest, as well as the most revolting, massaere of whites that
ever oceurred in Illinois, was perpetrated by the Pottawatomie Indi-
dians at Fort Dearborn. This fort was built by the Government, on
the south side of the Chicago river, in 1804, and was garrisoned by
54 men under command of Captain Nathan Herald, assisted by Lieun-
tenant Helm and Ensign Ronan; Dr. Voorhees, surgeon. The only
residents at the post at that time were the wives of officers Herald
and IHelm, and a few of the soldiers, Mr. Kinzie and his family, and
a few Canadians. The soldiers and Mr. Kinzie were on the most
friendly terms with the Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes, the prinei-
pal tribes around them.

On the 7th of August, 1812, arrived the order from General Hull,
at Detroit, to evacnate Fort Dearborn, and distribute all United States
property to the Indians. The Indian chief who brought the dispatch
advised Captain Herald not to evacuate, and it he should decide to do
s0, that itbe done immediately, and by forced marches elude the con-
centration of the savages before the news, of which they were yet
ignorant, could be eireulated among them. To this most excellent
adviee the Captain gave no heed, but on the 12th held a council with
the Indians, apprising them of the orders received, and offering a
liberal reward for an escort of Pottawatomies to Fort Wayne. - The
Indians, with many professions of friendship, assented to all he pro-
posed, and promised all he required. The remaining officers refused
to join in the council, for they had been informed that treachery had
been designed,—that the Indians intended to murder those in the
council, and then destroy those in the fort. The portholes were
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open, displaying cannons pointing directly upon the council. This
action, it is supposed, prevented a massacre at that time.

Mr. Kinzie, who knew the Ipdians well, begged Captain Herald
not to confide in their promises, or distr 1bnte the arms and muni-
tions among them, for it would only put power in their hands to
destroy the whites. This argnment, true and excellent in itself, was
now certainly inopportune, and would only incense the treacherous
foe. But the Captain resolved to follow it, and accordingly, on the
night of the 13th, after the distribution of the other property, the
arms were broken, and the barrels of’ whisky, of which there was a
large quantity, were rolled quietly through the sally-port, their heads
knocked in and their contents emptied into the river. On that dark
night the lurking red-skins had crept near the fort, and discovered
the destruction of the promised booty going on within. The next
morning the powder was seen floating on the surface of the river, and
the Indians asserted that such an abundance of ¢ fire-water” had
been destroyed as to make the river taste “ groggy.” Many of them
drank freely of this.

On the 14th the desponding garrison was somewhat cheered by the
arrival of Captain Wells, with 15 friendly Miamis. He had heard at
Fort Wayne of the order to evacuate Fort Dearborn. and knowing the
hostile intentions of the Indians, had made a rapid march throngh
the wilderness to protect, if possible, his niece, Mrs. Herald, and the
officers and the garrison from certain destruction. But he came too
late. Every means for its detense had been destroyed the night
before, and arrangements were made for leaving the fort on the fol-
lowing morning.

The fatal morning of the 15th at length dawned brightly on the
world. The sun shone in unclonded splendor upon the glassy waters
of Lake Michigan. At 9 A. M. the party moved out of the southern
gate of the fort, in military array. The band, feeling the solemnity
of the occasion, struck up the Dead March in Saul. Captain Wells,
with his face blackened after the manncr of the Indians, led the
advance guard at the head of his friendly Miamis; the garrison with
loaded arms, and the baggage wagons with the sick, the women and
children, followed, while the Pottawatomle Indians, about 500 in
number, who had pledged their honor to escort in safety to Fort
Wayne, bronght up the rear. The party took the road along the lake
shore. On reaching the range of sand- hills separating the beach from
the prairie, about one mile and a half from the fort, the Indians defiled
to the right into the prairie, bringing the sand-hills between them and
the whites. This divergence had scarcely been effected when Captain

L]
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Wells, who had kept in the advance with his Indians, rode furiously
back and exclaimed, « They are about to attack us; form instantly,
and charge upon them!” These words had scarcely been uttered be-
fore a volley of balls from Indian muskets was poured in upon them.
The troops were hastily formed into line, and charged np the bank.
One veteran of 70 fell as they ascended. The Indians were driven
back to the prairie, and then the battle was waged by 54 soldiers,
192 civilians, and three or four women—the cowardly Miamis having
fled at the outset—against 500 Indian warriors. The whites behaved
gallantly, and sold their lives dearly. They fought desperately until
two-thirds of their number were slain; the remaining 27 surrendered.
And now the most heart-rending and sickening butehery of this
calamitous day was committed by a young savage who assailed one
of the baggage wagons contammg 12 cln]dren every one of which fell
beneath his mulderous tomahawk. When Captain Wells, who with
the others had become prisoner, beheld this scene at a distance, he
exclaimed in a tone loud enough to be heard by the savages, “ If this
be your game, I can kill, too;” and turning his horse, started for the
place where the Indians had left their squaws and children. The
Indians hotly pursuing, he avoided their deadly bullets for a time.
Soon his horse was killed, and he severely wounded. With a yell the
voung braves rushed to make him their prisoner and reserve him for
torture. But an enraged warrior stabbed him in the back, and he fell
dead. IIis heart was afterwards taken out, cut in pieces and dis-
tributed among the tribes. Billy Caldwell, a half-breed Wyandot,
long well known in Chicago afterward, buried his remains the next
day. Wells street, in Chicago, perpetuates his memory. In this fear-
ful combat women bore a conspicuons part. A wife of one of the
soldiers who had frequently heard that the Indians subjected their
prisoners to tortures worse than death, and resolving not to be taken
alive, continued fighting until she was literally cut to pieces. Mrs.
Herald was an excellent equestrian, and an expert in the use of the
rifle. She fought bravely, receiving several wounds. Though faint
from loss of blood, she managed to keep in her saddle. A savage
raised his tomahawk to kill her, when she looked him full in the face,
and with a sweet smileand in a gentle voice said, in his own language,
“Surely you will not kill a squaw.” The arm of the savage fell, and
the life of this heroic woman was saved.
Mrs. Helm had an encounter with a stalwart Indian who attempted
to tomahawk her. Springing to one side, she received the glancing
blow on her shoulder, and at the same time she seized the savage
" round the neek, and endeavored to get his sealping-knife which hung
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in a sheath at his breast. While she was thus struggling, she was
dragged from his grasp by another and an older Indian. The latter
bore her, struggling and resisting, to the lake and plunged her in.
She soon perceived it was not his intention to drown her, becanse he
held her in such a position as to keep her head out of the water. She
recognized him to be a eelebrated chief called the Black Partridge.
When the firing ceased, she was eondueted np the sand-bank.

The prisoners were conducted baek to the Indian camp, when a new
seene of horror was enacted. The wounded not being included in the
terms of surrender, as it was interpreted by the Indians, and the
British general, Proctor, having offered a liberal bounty for Ameri-
ean scalps, nearly all the wounded were killed and scalped, and the
price of the trophies was afterwards paid by the British general.

That evening, about sundown, a couneil of chiefs was held to deecide
the fate of the prisoners, and it was agreed to deliver them to the
British ecommander at Detroit. After dark, many warriors from a
distance eame into eamp, who were thirsting tor blood, and were deter-
mined to murder the prisoners regardless of the terms of surrender.
Black Partridge, with a few of his friends, surrounded Kinzie’s house
to proteet the inmates from the tomahawks of the bloodthirsty sav-
ages. Soon a band of hostile warriors rushed by them into the house,
and stood with tomahawks and scalping-knives, awaiting the signal
from their chief when they would eommenee the work of death. Black
Partridge said to Mrs. Kinzie: “ We have done everything in our
power to save you, but all is now lost; you and your friends, together
with all the prisoners of the eamp, will now be slain.”® At that mo-
ment a canoe was heard approaching the shore, when Black Partridge
ran down to the river, trying in the darkness to make out the new
comers, and at the same time shouted, “ Who are you?” In the bow
of the approaching canoe stood a tall, manly personage, with a rifle
in his hand. Ie jumped ashore exclaiming, “I am Sau-qu-nash.”
“ Then make all speed to the house; our friends are in danger, and
you only can save them.” It was Billy Caldwell, the half-breed
Wyandot. He hurried forward, entered the house with a resolute
step, deliberately removed his aceouterments, plaeed his rifle behind
the door, and saluted the Indians: “ HHow now, my friends! a good-
day to you. I was told there were enemies here, but am glad to find
only friends.” Diverted by the coolness of his manner, they were
ashamed to avow their murderous purpose, and simply asked for
some eotton goods to wrap their dead, for burial. And thus, by his
presenee of mind, Caldwell averted the murder of the Kinzie family

and the prisoners.
5
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THE GREAT FIRE.

In 1837 Chicago became a city, and from that period to the date of
the great fire the onward march of the great city is well known to the
world. We have no space to recount its marvelous growth in popu-
lation, wealth, internal resources and improvements, and everything
that goes to make up a great and mighty city. Its progress aston-
ished the world, and its own citizens stood almost appalled at the work
of their own hands; and Chicago was great, prosperous, and happy when,
time brought that terrible October night, and with it the great fire,
memorable as the greatest fire ever occurring on earth. The sensa-
tions conveyed to the spectator of this unparalleled event, either
through the eye, the ear, or other senses or sympathies, can not be
adequately described, and any attempt to do it but shows the poverty
of language. As a spectacle it was beyond doubt the grandest as
well as the most appalling ever offered to mortal eyes. From any
elevated standpoint the appearance was that of a vast ocean of ‘ﬂame,’
sweeping in mile-long billows and breakers over the doomed city.”

Added to the spectacnlal elements of the conflagration—the intense
and lurid light, the sea of red and black, and the spires and pyramids
of flame shooting into the heavens—was its constant and terrible roar,
drowning even the voices of the shrieking multitnde. And ever and
anon—for awhile as’ often as every half-minute—-resounded far and
wide the rapid detonations of explosions, or falling walls. = In short,
all sights and sounds which terrify the weak and unnerve the strong
abounded. DBut they were only the accompaniment which the orches-
tra of nature were furnishing to the terrible tragedy there being
enacted.

The total area burned over, including stleets, was nearly three and
a third square miles. The number of bmldm% destroyed was 17,450
persons rendered homeless, 98,500; persons killed, about 200. Not
including depreciation of real estate, or loss of business, it is estimated
that the total loss occasioned by the fire was $190,000,000, of which
but $44,000,000 was recovered on insurance. The business of the
city was interrupted but a short time; and in a year after the fire a
large part of the burned district was rebuilt, and at present there is
scarcely a trace of the terrible disaster, save in the improved char-
acter of the new buildings over those destroyed and the general better
appearance of the cnty,——now the finest, m an architectural sense, in
the world. :

One of the features of thls great city worthy of meutlon, is the
exposition, held annually.” The smo]dermv ruins were )et smoknw
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when the exposition building was erected, only ninety days being
consumed in its eonstruction. The accompanying engraving of the
building, the main part of which is 1,000 feet long, will give an idea
of its magnitnde.

COMMERCE OF CHICAGO.

The trade of Chicagois co-extensive with the world. Everywhere
the trade-marks of her merchants are seen. Everywhere Chicago
stands prominently identified with the commerce of the continent.
A few years ago grain was hauled to the place in wagons: now
more than 10,000 miles of railroad, with hnndreds of trains heavily
laden with the products of the land, center there. Enormons
elevators, capable of holding 15,000,000 bushels of grain, stand as
monuments of the vastness of her grain trade. The cash value of the
produce handled in a year is $215,000,000, and the produce weighs
7,000,000 touns, or wonld make 700,000 car loads. This handles
thirteen and one-half tons each minute during the entire year.

As far as regards the grain, lumber and stock trade, Chicago has
surpassed all rivals, and to-day, in each of those branches, has no
peer in the world. Iler manufacturing interest has grown enor-
mously. In 1576 her manutactories employed 60,000 operators. The
produets manufactured in 1875 amounted to $177,000,000. In re-
viewing the shipping interests of Chicago we find it equally enormous.
So considerable, indeed, is the commereial navy of Chicago, that in the
season of navigation one vessel .sails every nine minutes during the
business hours; add to this the eanal-boats that leave one every five
minutes during the same time, and you will see something of the
magnitude of her shipping.

In 1852 the commerce of the city reached the hopeful sum of $20,-
000,000; since then one firm has sold that amount in one year. In
1870 it reached $400,000,000. In 1871 it went $450,000,000, and in
1877 it touched nearly double that amount. ,

In 1831 the mail system was eondensed into a half-breed, who went
on foot to Niles, Mich., once in two weeks, and brought back what
papers and news he could find. . As late as 1846 there was often but
one mail a week. A postoftice was established in Chicago in 1833,
and the postmaster nailed up old boot legs npon one side of his shop
to serve as boxes. It has since grown to a daily average of 7,000
pounds. -

In 1844 the quagmires in the streets were first pontooned by plank
roads. The wooden-block pavement appeared in 1857. In 1840
water was delivered by peddlers in carcsor by hand.  T.aen, a twenty-
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five horse power engine pushed it through hollow or bored logs along
the streets till 1854, when it was introdnced into the houses by new
‘works. The first fire-engine was used in 1835, and the first steam
fire-engine in 1859. Gas was utilized for lighting the eity in 1850.
The Young Men’s Christian Association was organized in 1858.
Street cars commenced running in 1854¢. The musenm was opened
in1863. The alarmn telegraph adopted in1864. The opera-house built
in 18665.

One of the most thoroughly interesting engineering exploits of the
city is the tunnels and water-works system, the grandest and most
unique of any in the world; and the closest analysis fails to deteet any
impurities in the water furnished. The first tunuel is five feet two
inches in diameter and two miles long, and ean deliver 50.000,000
gallons per day. The seecond tunnel is seven feet in diameter and six
miles long, running four miles under the city, and ean deliver 100,-
000,000 gallons per day. This water is distributed through 410 miles
of water mains.

Chicago river is tunneled for the passage of pedestrians and vehi-
cles from the South to the West and North divisions.

There is no grand seenery about Chieago except the two seas, one
of water, the other of prairie. Never theleSa, there is a spirit about it,
a push, a breadth, a power, that soon makes it a place never to be for-
saken. Chicago is in the field almost alone, to handle the wealth of
one-fourth of the territory of this great republic. The Atlantic sea-
coast divides its margins between Portland, Boston, New York, Phil-
adelphia, Baltimore and Savannah, but Chledgo has a dozen empires
casting their treasuresinto her la,p On a bed of eoal that ean run all
the machmery of the world for 500 centuries; in a garden that can feed
the race by the thonsand years; at the head of tlle lakes that give her
a temperature as a summer resort equaled by no great eity in the
land; with a climate that insures the health of her eitizens; sur-
rounded by all the great deposits of natural wealth in mines and for-

ests and herds, Chieago is the wonder of to-day, and will be the city
of the future.
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ABSTRACTS OF STATE LAWS.
JURISDICTION OF COURTS.

Justices have jurisdiction in all civil cases on contracts for the
recovery of moneys for damages for injury to real property, or taking,
detaining, or injuring personal property; for rent; for all cases to
recover damages done to real or personal property by railroad com-
panies, in actions of replevin, and in actions for damages for fraud in
the sale, purchase, or exchange of personal property, when the amount
claimed as due is not over §200. They have also jurisdietion in all
cases for violation of the ordinances of cities, towns or villages. A
justice of the peace may orally order an officer or a private person to
arrest any one committing or attempting to commit a criminal offense.
He also, npon complaint, can issue his warrant for the arrest of any
person accused of having committed a crime, and have him brought
before him for examination.

COUNTY COURTS

Have jurisdiction in all matters of probate (except in counties hav-
ing a population of one hundred thousand or over), settlement of
estates of deceased persons, appointment of gunardians and conserva-
tors,and settlements of their accounts; all matters relating to appren-
tices; proceedings for the collection of taxes and assessments; and in
proceedings of executors, administrators, gnardians and conservators
for the sale of real estate. In law cases they have concurrent juris-
diction with Circuit Courts in all cases where justices of the peace
now have, or hereafter may have, jurisdiction when the amount
claimed shall not exceed $1,000; and in all eriminal offenses where
the punishment is not imprisonnent in the penitentiary or death, and
in all cases of appeals from justices of peace and police magistrates;

excepting when the county judge is sitting as a justice of the peace.

Circuit Courts have unlimited jurisdiction.

COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHWAYS.

The commissioners of highways in the different towns have the
care and superintendence of highways and bridges therein. They
have the power to lay out, vacate, regulate and repair all roads, build
and repair bridges, and divide their respective towns into as many
road districts as they shall think convenient. This is to be done
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annually, and ten days before the annnal town meeting. In addition
to the above, it is their duty to erect and keep in repairs at the forks
or erossing-place of the most important roads, post and guide-boards
with plain inseriptions, giving directions and distances to the most
noted places to which such roads may lead; also to make provisions
to prevent thistles, burdock, cockle-burs, mustard, yellow dock, In-
dian mallow, and jimson weed from seeding, and to extirpate the
‘same as far as practicable, and to prevent all 1ank growth of vegeta-
tion on the public highways, so far as the same may obstruet public
travel; and it is in their discretion to erect watering places for public
use, for watering teams at such points as may be deemed advisable.
Every able-bodied male inhabitant, being above the age of twenty-one
years and under fifty, excepting paupers, idiots, lunatlc trustees of
schools and school directors, and such others as are e\exnpt by law,
are required to labor on highways in their respective road distriets,
not less than one nor more than three days in each year. Three days’
notice must be given by the overseer of the time and place he
requires such road labor to be done. The labor must be performed
in the road district in which the person resides. Any person may
commute for such labor by paying the equivalent in money. Any
person liable for work on highways, who has been assessed two days
or more and has not commuted, may be required to furnish team, or a
cart, wagon or plow, with a pair of horses or oxen and a man to man-
age them for which he will be entitled to two days’ work. Ewht
hours is a day’s work on the roads, and there is a penalty of twenty-
five cents an hour against any person or substitnte who shall neg]ect
or refuse to perform. Any person remaining idle, or does not work
faithfully, or hinders others from doing so, forfeits to the town $2.
Every person assessed and duly notified who has not commuted, and
refuses or neglects to appear, shall forfeit to the town for every day’s
refusal or neolect the sum of $2; if he was required to furnish a
team, carriage, man or implements, and neglects or refuses to comply,
he is liable to the following fines: 1Ist, Tor wholly failing to comply,
$4 each day; 2d, For omitting to furnish a man to manage team, $2
each day; 3d, For omitting to furnish a pair of horses or oxen, $1.50
each day; 4th, For omitting to furnish a wagon, cart or plow, 75 cents
each day. The commissioners estimate and assess the highway labor
and road tax. The road tax on real and personal property can not

exceed forty cents on each hundred dollars’ worth. The labor or road
tax in villages, towns or cities is paid over to the corporate authorities

of such, for the improvement of streets, roads and bridges within
their limits.
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Overseers.—Their duties are to. repair and keep in order the high-
ways in their districts; to warn persons to work out their road tax at
sueh time and place as they think proper; to collect fines and com-
mutation money, and execute all lawful orders of the commissioners
of highways; also make list, within sixteen days after their eleetion,
of the names of all inhabitants. in his road district liable to work on
highways. For refusal to perform any of his duties, he is liable to a
fine of $10. , O

As all township and county oflicers are familiar with their duties, it
is here intended only to give the points of law with which the publie
should be familiar. The manner of laying out, altering or vacating
roads, ete., will not be here stated, as it wonld require more space
‘than can be spared in a work like this. It is sufficient to state that
the first step is by petition, addressed to the commissioners, setting
out what is prayed for, giving the names of the owners of the lands,
if known (if not known, so state), over which the road is to pass,
giving the general course, its place of beginning, and where it termin-
ates. It reqnires not less than twelve freeholders residing within
three miles of the road who shall sign the petition. Public roads
must not be less than fifty nor more than sixty feet wide. 'Roads not
exceeding two miles in length, if petitioned for, may be laid out not
less than forty feet wide. Private roads for private and public nse
may be laid out three rods wide, on petition of the person directly
interested: the damage occasioned thereby shall be paid by the prem-
ises benefited thereby, and before the road is opened. If not opened
in two years, the order shall be considered rescinded. Commissioners
in their discretion may permit persons who live on or have private
roads, to work ont their road-tax thereon. Puablic roads must be
opened in five years from date of filing order of location, or be deemed
vacated.

FENCES.

The town assessor and commissioners of highways shall be fence
viewers.

A lawful fence is four and one-half feet high, and in good repair,
consisting of rails, timbers, boards, stones, hedges, or any other mate-
rial the fence viewers may deem sufficient. The electors at any annual
town meeting may determine what shall constitute a legal fence in
the town.

Division fences shall be made and maintained in just proportion
by the adjoining owners, except where the owner shall choose to let
his land lie open; but after a division fence has been built by mutual
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agreement or otherwise, it shall not be lawful for either party to
remove his part of said fence, so long as he may crop or use such
lands for farm purposes, or without giving the other party one year’s
notice in writing, of his intention to move his portion of the fence.
Adjoining owners should endeavor, if possible, mutually to agree as
to the proportion that each shall maintain of the division fence
between their adjoining lands; and the agreement should be redunced
to writing, each party taking a copy. When any person shall inclose
his land upon the inclosure of another, he shall refund the owner of
the adjoining lands a just proportion of the value at that time of such
tence. The value of such fence, and the proportion thercof to be
paid by such person, and the proportion of the division fence to be
made and maintained by him, in case of his inclosing his land, shall
be determined by two fence viewers of the town. Such fence viewers
have power to settle all disputes between owners as to fences built or
to be built, as well as concerning repairs to be made. Each party
chooses one of the viewers, but if the other party neglects, after eight
days’ notice in writing, to make his choice, then the other party may
select both. Itissufficient to notify the tenant or party in possession,
when the owner is not a resident of the town in which such fences are
situated. The two fence viewers chosen, after viewing the premises,
shall hear the statements of the parties. In case they can’t agree
they shall select another fence viewer to act with them, and the deeis-
ion of any two of them shall be final. The decision must be reduced
to writing, and should plainly set out a description of fence and all
matters settled by them, and must be filed in the office of the town
clerk.

If any person who is liable to contribute to the erection or repara-
tion of a division fence, shall neglect or refuse to make or repair his
proportion of such fence, the party injured, after giving sixty days’
notice, in writing, that a new fence should be erected, or ten days’
notice, in writing, that the repair of sucl. fence is necessary, may
make or repair the same at the expense of the party so neglecting or
refusing, to be recovered from him, with costs of suit; and the party
so neglecting or refusing, after notice in writing, shall be liable to the
party injured for all damages which shall thereby accrne, to be
determined by any two fence viewers. Where a person shall conclude
to remove lis part of a division fence and let his land lie open, and
having given the year's notice required. the adjoining owner may
cause the value of said fence to be ascertained by fence viewers as
before provided; and on payment or tender of the amount of such
valuation to the owner, it shail prevent the removal. A party remov

P ——
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ing a division fence withont notice is liable for the damages acerning
thereby.

Where a fence has been built on the land of another throngh mis-
take, the owner may enter upon such premises and remove his fence
and material within six months after the division line has been ascer-
tained. Where the material to build such a fence has been taken from
the land on which it was built, then before it can be removed, the
person claiming must first pay for such material to the owner of the
land from which it was taken; nor shall such a fence be removed at a
time when the removal will throw open or expose the crops of the
other party: a reasonable time must be given beyond the six months
to remove Crops. y

The compensation of fence viewers is one dollar and fifty cents a
day each,to be paid in the first instance by the party calling them;
but in the end all expenses, including amount charged by the fence
viewers, must be paid equally by the parties, except in cases where a
party neglects or refuses to make or maintain a just proportion of a
division fence, when the party in defanit shall pay them.

EMINENT DOMAIN

Is a power to take private property for public use, which exists only
in cases where public convenience or necessity demands its exercise.
This right may be exercised upon both corporeal property, as land,
and incorporeal, as franchises. Eminent domain is distinguished
from public domain, which is property owned absolutely by the State
in the same manner as an individual holds his property.

DRAINAGE.

Whenever one or more owners or occupants of land desire to con-
struct a drain or ditch through another man’s land, the right can be
had only under legislative authority, or is granted or exists by pre-
seription or by consent of the owner.

Dripping water from one house upon another ean be allowed only
where the owner has acquired the right by grant or prescription; and
no one has a right to constrnct his house so as to let the water drip
over his neighbor’s land.

TRESPASS OF STOCK.

Where stock of any kind breaks into any person’s inclosure, the
fence being good and sufficient, the owner is liable for the damage
done; but where the damage is done by stock running at large con-
trary to law, the owner is liable where there is not such a fence.
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Where stock is found trespassing on the inclosure of another as afore-

said, the owner or occupier of the premises may take possession of

sueh stock and keep the same until damages, with reasonable charges
for keeping and feeding, and all costs of snit, are paid. Any person
taking or resening such stock so held without his consent, shall be
liable to a fine of not less than three nor more than five dollars for
each ani.nal rescued, to be recovered by snit before a justice of the
peace for the nse of the school fund. Within twenty-four hours
after taking suciL animal into his possession, the person taking it up
must give notice of the fact to the owner, if knownj or if unknown,
notices must be posted in some publie place near the premises.

ESTRAYS.

Stray animals are those whose owner is unknown,~—any beasts, not
wild, found on one’s premises, and not owned by the occupant. Any
animals found straying at any time during the year, in counties where
such animals are not allowed to run at large, or between the last day
of October and the 15th day of April in other counties, the owner
being unknown, may be taken up as estrays. A party who wishes to
detain property as an estray, must show an exaet compliance with the
law. In order to vest the property of the stlay in him, such acts
must appear in detail on the record.

No person not a householder in the county where the estray is |

found, ean lawfully take up an estray, and then only upon or abont
his farm or place of residence. Estrays should not be used before
advertised, except animals giving milk, which may be milked for their
benefit. Notices must be posted np within five days, in three of the
most public places in the town or precinet in which the estray was
found, giving the residence of the taker-up, and a particular deserip-
tion of the estray, its age, color, and marks natural and artificial, and
stating before what justice of the peace in such town or precinet, and
at what time, not less than ten nor more than fifteen days from the
time of posting such' notices, he will apply to have the estray ap-
praised. If the owner of an estray shall not have appeared and
proved ownership, and taken the same away, first paying the taker-
up his reasonable charges for taking up, keeping, and advertising the
same, the taker-up shall appear before the justice mentioned in above
notice, and make an affidavit as required by law. All subsequent
proceedings are before the justice who is familiad therew1th therefore
we omit them here.

Any person taking up an estray at any other place thah about or
upon his farm or residence, or without complying with the law, shall

R p——
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forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars with costs. Ordinary diligence is
required in taking care of estrays, but in case they die or get away,
the taker-up is not liable for the same.

If a man finds estrays in his field, he is not bound to retain thein
for the owner, but may drive them off into the highway without being
liable to an action. DBut a persen who chases a horse out of his field
with a large, fierce dog, commits an unlawful act, and is liable for any
injury which the act occasions. A person who takes an estray to keep
for the owner, but does not pursue the course prescribed by statute,
is not liable to an action unless he uses the same or refuses to deliver
it on demand. Riding a horse to discover the owner is not “use.”

, HORSES

Are animals of a domestic nature. Under the age of four years they
are called colts. A borrower of a horse is liable for negligence, mis-
use, or gross want of skill in use. The lender is liable in case the ani-
mal lent is unfit or dangerous, as he thus may occasion injury. The
animal should be used only for the purpose and to the extent stipu-
lated, and not by a servant.

If he dies from disease, or is killed by inevitable acc1den’c the bor-
rower is not liable. Defects which are manitest, open and plain to an
ordinary observer, and those also which are known to the buyer, are
not usually covered by a general warranty. The former requires no
skill to discover them, and:the latter may be objected to or acquiesced
in at the time of the purchase. In the case of lafent defects exist-
ing in such a condition that they could not be detected by the buyer,
and are known to the seller, who fails to disclose them to the buyer,
the latter practices a constructive fraud, unless the animal is sold
“with all fanlts.” By consenting to purchase the horse « with all
faults,” the purchaser takes upon himself the risk of latent or secret
defects, and calculates the price accordingly. But even this kind of a
purchase would be voidable if the seller had purposely, and to deceive
the purchaser, covered, filled up, patched, plastered, or otherwise prac-
ticed fraud to conceal any defects, and he would be liable.

Hiring out a horse and carriage to perform a particular journey,
carries with it the warranty of the person letting the horse and car-
riage, that each of them is fit and competent for such journey; but,
if a horse is hired for one purpose, and is used for another and is in-
jured the hirer is liable for the damage sustained. The hirer is in
all cases, answerable for ordinary neglect. If he uses the hired horse
as a prudent man would his own, he is not liable for any damage
which the horse may receive. If, however, he keeps the hired horse
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after a stipulated time, or uses it differently from his agreement, he
is in any event liable. If the hirer sells the horse, the owner may .
recover its value of the purchaser, though the purchaser had in good
faith given the hirer full value for it, as the hirer could give no bet-
ter title than he had himself.

Mischievous animals render their owners liable when known to
them to be so, and they are responsible when they permit them to go
at large, for the damage they may do. Any person may justify the
killing of ferocious animals.

MARKS AND BRANDS.

Owners of cattle, horses, hogs, sheep or goats, may have one ear-
mark-and one brand, which shall be different from his neighbors’,
and may be recorded by the connty clerk of the county in which such
property is kept. The fee for such record is fifteen cents. The record of
such shall be open to examination free of charge. In cases of disputes
as to marks or brands, such record is prima-facie evidence. Owners
of cattle, horses, hogs, sheep or goats, that may have been branded by
former owners may be re-branded in presence of one or more of his
neighbors, who shall certify to the facts of the marking or branding
being done, when done, and in what brand or mark they were re-
branded or re-marked, which certificate may also be recorded as before
stated.

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT.

An agreement is virtually a contract by which a certain person (or
persons) agrees or contracts to perform certain duties within a speeci-
fied time. Good business men always redunce an agreement to writ-
ing, which nearly always saves misunderstandings and a long and
expensive lawsuit. No particular form is necessary, but the facts must
be closely anc explicitly stated; and there must be a reasonable con-
sideration, else the agreement is void.

Unless it is expressly stipulated that the agreement is binding for
a longer time, the contract expires at the end of one year. Every
agreement should state most distinctly the time within which its
conditions are to be complied with. A discovery of frand, or misre-
presentation by one party to the agreement, or changing of the date,
renders the contract void. Each party should retain a eopy of the
agreement.

_GENERAL FORM OF AGREEMENT.
Trrs A¢rREEMENT, made the third day of November, 1878, between Damon Clarke

of Macomb, county of McDonough, State of Illinois, of the first part, and William
Hays, of the same place, of the second part—
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Witnesseth, that the said Damon Clarke, in consideration of the agreement of the
party of the second part, hereinafter contained, contracts and agrees {0 and with the
said William Hays, that he will deliver, in good and marketable eondition, at the
eitv of Galesburg, Ill, durirg the month of December of this year, nine hundred
bushels of corn, in the following Jots, and at the following speeified times, namely:
one hundred bushels by the fifth of December, three hundred bushels by the fifteenth
of December, and the balance by the thirtieth of December.

And the said William Hays, in consideration of the prompt fulfillment of this
contraet on the part of the pariy of the first part, contraets to and agrees with the said
Damon Clarke, to pay for said eorn fifty cents per bushel, as soon as delivered.

In ease of failure of agreement by either of the parties hereto, it is hereby stipu-
lated and agreed that the party so failing shall pay to the other one hundred dollars
as fixed and settled damages.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands the day and year first above
written. DaMoN CLARKE.

Winniam Havs.

DEEDS.

A deed is a sealed instrument in writing, on paper or parchment,
conveying lands and appurtenances thereon from one person to
another, duly signed, sealed and delivered. The law in this State
provides that an acknowledgment must be made before certain per-
sons authorized to take the same. These oflicers are: master in
chancery, notary publie, cirenit or county clerk, justice of the peace,
United States Commissioner, or any court of record having a seal, or
any judge, justice, or clerk of any such court. The instrument shall
be attested by the official seal of the officer taking the acknowledg-
ment. The deed takes effect npon its delivery to the person anthor-
ized to receive it.

To render a deed valid, there must be a sufficient consideration.
To enable a person to legally convey property to another, the follow-
ing requisites are necessary: .lst. he or she must be of age; 2d.
must be of sane mind,; and, 3d, he or she must be the rightful owner
of the property.

Any alterations or interlineations in the deed should be noted at
the bottom of the instrument, and properly witnessed. After the
acknowledgment of a deed, the parties have no right to make the
slightest alterations. An alteration after the acknowledgment in favor
of the grantee vitiates the deed. The maker of a deed is called the
“grantor;” the person or party to whom the deed is delivered, the
“grantee.” The wife of the grantor must acknowledge the deed, or
else, after the death of her husband, she will be entitled to a one-third
interest in the property, as dower, during her life. Her acknowledg-
ment of the deed must be of her own free will and accord.

By a general warranty deed the grantor engages to secure the
grantee in any right or possession to the property conveyed against
all persons whatsoever. A quit-claim deed releases what interest the
grantor may have in the land, but does not warrant and defend against

6
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others. We do not give any form for a deed,as printed forms are
used by all. Deeds should be recorded without delay.

WILLS.

The legal declaration of a person’s mind, determining the manner
in which he would have his property or estate disposed of after his
death, is termed a will. No exact form of words is necessary in order
to make a will good at law, though much eare should be exercised to
state the provisions of the will so plainly that its language may not
be misunderstood.

Every male person of the age of twenty-one years, and every female
of the age of eighteen years, of sound mind, can make a valid will. It
must be in writing, signed by the testator, or by some one in his or
her presence and by his or her direction, and attested by two or more
credible witnesses. Care should be taken that the witnesses are not
interested in the will.

The person making a will may appoint his or her executors; but
no person can serve as such executor if he or she be an alien at the
time of proving the will, if he be under twenty-one years of age, a
convict, a drunkard, a lunatic, or an imbecile.

Persons knowing themselves to have been appointed executors,
must, within thirty days after the death of deceased, cause the will to
e proved and recorded in the proper county, or present it and refuse
to accept. In case of failure to do so, they are liable to forfeit the
sum of twenty dollars per month. Inventory to be made by executor
or administrator within three months from date of letters testament-
ary or administration.

The person making a will is termed the “ testator”” (if a female, the
« testatrix’’).

A will is of no force and effect until the death of the testator, and
can be canceled or modified at any date by the maker. The last will
made annuls the force of all preceding wills.

A will made by an unmarried woman is legally revoked by mar-
riage; but she can take such legal steps in the settlement of her
property before marriage as will empower her to dispose of the same
as she may choose after marriage. No husband can make a will that
will deprive the wife of her right ot dower in the property; but the
husband can will the wife a certain amount in lieu of her dower, stat-
ing it to be in lieu thereof. Such bequest, however, will not exclude
her from her dower, provided she prefers it to the bequest made in
the will. Unless the husband states distinetly that the bequest is in
lien of dower, she is entitled to both.
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In case a married woman possesses property and dies without a will,
+ her husband is entitled to administer upon such property in preference
to any one else, provided he be of sound mind.

Notice requiring all claims to be presented against the estate shall
be given by the administrator within six 1n0nths after being qualified.
Any person having a claim and not presenting it at the time fixed by
said notice, is required to have summons issned notitying the execu-
tor of having filed his claim in court. Claims should be filed within
two years from the time administration is granted on.an estate, as
after that time they are forever barred, unless other estate be found
that was not inventoried. Married women, infants, persons insane,
imprisoned, or without the United States, in the employment of the
United States, or of this State, have two years after their disabilities
are removed to file claims. Claims are classified and paid out of the
estate in the following manner:

1st. Funeral expenses.

2d. The widow’s award, if there is a widow: or children, if there
are children and no widow.

38d. Expenses attending the last 1llness, not including the physi-
cian’s bill.

4th. Debts due the common school or township fund.

5th. All expenses of proving the will and taking out letters test-
amentary or of administration, and settlement of the estate, and the
physician’s bill in the last illness of the deceased.

6th. Where the deceased has received money in trust for any
purpose, his executor or administrator shall pay out of his estate the
amount received and not accounted for.

7th. All other debts and demands of whatsoever kind, without
regard to quality or dignity, which shall be exhibited to the court
within two years from the granting of letters.

Award to the widow and children, exclusive of debts and legacies
or bequests, except funeral expenses:

1st. The family pictures and wearing apparel, jewels and orna-
ments of herself and minor children.

2d. School books and the family library to the value of $100.

3d. One sewing-machine.

4th. Necessary beds, bedsteads and bedding for herself and family.

5th. The stoves and pipe used in the family, with the necessary
cooking utensils; or in case they have none, $50 in money.

6th. Household and kitchen furniture to the value of - $100.

Tth. One milch cow and calf for every four members of her family.
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8th. Two sheep for each member of her family, and the fleeces
taken from the same, and one horse, saddle and bridle.

9th. Provisions for herself and family for one year.

10th. Food for the stock above specified for six months.

11th. Fuel for herself and family for three months.

19th. One hundred dollars’ worth of other property snited to her
condition in life, to be selected by the widow.

The widow, if she elects, may have in lieu of the said award, the
same personal property or money in place thereof as is or may be ex-
empt from execution or attachmeunt against the head of a family.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN.

Children may be adopted by any resident of this State, by filing a
petition in the cirenit or county court of the county in which he
resides, asking leave to do so; and if desired, may ask that the name
of the child be changed. Such petition, if made by a person having
a husband or wife, will not be granted unless the hasband or wife
joins therein, as the adoption must be by them jointly. The petition
shall state name, sex, and age of child, and the new name, if' it is
desired to change the name; also, the name and residence of the pa-
rents of the child, i known, and of the gnardian, if any, and whether
the parents or gvardians cousent to the adoption.

The court must find, before granting decree, that the parenis of the
child, or the survivors of them, have deserted his or her family or
such child for one year next preceding the application; or if neither is
living, that the gnardian (if no gunardian, the next of kin in this State
capable of giving consent) has had notice of the presentalion of the
petition, and consents to such adoption. If the child is of the age of
fourteen or mpwards, the adoption can not be made without its con-

sent.
NOTES.

A note is legal, worded in the simplest way, so that the amount and time
of payment are mentioned. The following is a good form:

$100. . CHICAGO, JnL.. Oct. 15, 1878.
Thirty days from date I promise to pay to F. M. Chapman, or order one hundred
dollars, for value received. 8. T. LEwis.

To make a note payable in anythingelse than money,insert the facts instead
of the sum of money alone. Unless paid when due, it is payable in money.
No defense can be made against a negoiiable instrument (assigned before due)
in the hands of the assignee, without notice, except fraud was used in obtain-
ing the same. To hold an indorser, due diligence must be used by suit, in col-
lecting of the maker, unless suit would have been unavailing. Notes payable
to person named or to order, in order to absolutely transfer title, must be in-
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dorsed by the payer. Notes pagable to bearer may be transferred by delivery,
and when so payable, every indorser thereon is held as a guarantor of payment,
unless otherwise expressed.
The limit of time in which action may be brought on a note is 10 years.
The following is a form of

JUDGMENT NOTE.

For value received, I promise to pay to Andrew Sherman, of Chicago, or order,
two hundred dollars, with interest, on the firsi day of January next. And further, I
do hereby empower any attorney of the Court ot Common Pleas, of Cook county, or
of any Court of Record in Illinois, or elsewhere, to appear for me, and after a declara-
tion filed theretor, to confess a judgment against me in the above sum, as of last,
next, or any other subsequent term, with cost of suits, release of errors, etc., with stay
of execution nntil said first day of January next.

Witness my hand and seal at Chicago, Il this first day of October, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and sevenly-eight. A. L. STOVER.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of [SEAL.]

Exasvus CniLp.
S. B. NEUSON.

A note is void when founded upon fraud. Thus a note obtained from a per-
son when intoxicated, or obtained for any reason which is illegal, cannot be
collected. A note given upon Sund;ly is also void.

If the note is payable to a person or order, or to a person or bearer, to a
person or his assigns, or to the cashier of an incorporated company, such
notes are negotiable, i

When transferring a note, the indorser frees himself from responsibility, so
far as the payment is concerned, by writing on the back, above his name, with-
out recourse to me in any event.

INTEREST.

Interest is the compensation which is paid by the borrower of
money to the lender for its use. When the debtor expressly under-
takes to pay interest, he is bound to pay it; but if a party has ac-
cepted the principal, he cannot recover interest in a separate action.
During the course of dealings hetween parties, a promise to pay is
implied, and the debtor is bound to pay. So also on an account stated,
whenever the debtor knows precisely what he is to pay and when he
is to pay it, after a demand of payment; but interest is not due on a
runuing account, even when the items are all on one side, unless other-
wise agreed upon. Where the terms of a promissory note are that it
shall be paid by installments, and on the failure of any installment,
the whole is to become due, interest on the whole becomes payable
from the first default. Where, by the term of a bond or promissory
note, interest is to be paid annually, and the principal at a distant
day, the interest may be recovered before the principal is due.

Interest is collectible in the following cases: For goods sold and
delivered after the stipulated term of credit has expired; if there be

-
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no credit, then from the time of sale; on judgment debts, from the
rendition of judgment; on money obtained by fraud, or where it has
been wrongfully detained (for whoever receives money not his own,
and detains it from the owner unlawfully, must pay interest therefor:
hence a public officer retaining money wrongfully is liable for the in-
terest); on money paid by mistake, or recovered on a void execution;
on money lent or laid out for another’s use; and rent, from the time
that it is due. :

When the rate of interest is specified in any contract, that rate con-
tinues until full payment is made. A debt barred by the statute of
limitations and revived by an acknowledgment bears interest for the
whole time.

Computing Interest.—In casting interest on notes, bonds, ete., upon
which partial payments have been made, every payment is to be first
applied to discharge the interest; but the interest is never allowed to
torm a part of the principal, so as to carry interest. When a partial
paywment is made before the debt is due, it cannot be apportioned part
to the debt and part to the interest, but at the end interest shall be
charged on the whole sum, and the obligor shall receive credit for the
interest on the amount paid until the interest becomes due.

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. Parties may agree in
writing on a rate not exceeding ten per cent. If a rate of interest
greater than ten per cent. is contracted for, the penalty is a forfeiture
of the entire interest, and only the principal can be recovered.

In computing interest or discount on negotiable instruments, a
month shall be considered a calendar month or twelfth of a year, and
for less than a month, a day shall be figured a thirtieth part of a
month. Notes bear interest only when so expressed; but after due
they draw the iegal interest, six per cent., even if not stated.

- Notes payable on demand or at sight draw no interest until after
presentation or demand of the same has been made, unless they pro-
vide for interest from date on their face. If *“ with interest” is in-
cluded in the note, it draws the legal rate from the time it is made.
If the note is to draw a special rate of interest, higher than the legal,
but not higher than the law allows, the rate must be specified.

DAYS OF GRACE.

No check, draft, bill of exchange, promissory note, order, or nego-
tiable instrument, payable at sight or on demand, or on presentment,
shall be entitled to days of grace. All other bills of exchange, drafts
or notes are entitled to three days of grace. All the above mentioned
paper falling due on Sunday, New Year’s Day, the Fourth of July,
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Christmas, or any day appointed or recommended by the President of
the United States or thé Governor of the State as a day of fasting or
thanksgiving, shall be deemed as due on the day previous; and should
two or more of these days come together, then such instrument shall
be treated as due on the day previous to the first of said days.

LIMITATION OF ACTION.

The limit of time in which action may be brought on certain things
is as follows: Open accounts, five years; notes and written contracts,
ten years; judgments, twenty years; partial payments or new promise
in writing, within or after said period, will revive the debt; absence
from the State deducted, and when the canse of action is barred by
the law of another State, it has the same effect here; assault, slander,
libel, replevin, one year; personal injuries, two years; to recover
land or make entry thereon, twenty years; and sealed and witnessed
instrnments, as action to foreclose mortgage or trust deed, within ten
years. All persons in possession of land, and paying taxes for seven
consecutive years, with color of title, and all persons paying taxes for
seven consecutive years, with color of title, on vacant land, shall be
held to be the legal owners to the extent of their paper title.

RECEIPTS.

Receipts should always state when received and what for; and if
receipt is in full it should be so stated. We give two forms:

FOR MONEY ON ACCOUNT.

Received, Knoxville, Ill., Nov. 10, 1878, of J. C. Cover, sixty dollars, on account.
$60. J. H. FRANKLIN.

FOR MONEY ADVANCED ON A CONTRACT.

$100. GALESBURG, ILL., June 9, 1868.
Received of Fernando Ross, one hundred dollars, in advance, on contract to build
for him a brick house at No 76, Kellogg street. DAvID ANDERSON.

EXEMPTIONS FROM FORCED SALE.

The following personal property and home worth $1,000,—Lat
of ground and buildings thereon, occupied as a residence by the
debtor, being a householder and having a family, to the value of
$1,000. Exemption continues after the death of the householder for
the benefit of widow and family, some one of them occupying the
homestead until the youngest shall hecome twenty-one years of age,
and until the death of the widow. There is no exemption from sale
for taxes, assessments, debt or liability inecurred for the purchase or
improvement of said homestead. No release or waiver of exemption
is valid unless in writing and snbseribed by such householder and
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wife (if he has one), and acknowledged as conveyances of real estate
are required to be acknowledged.

The following articles of personal property owned by the debtor
are exempt from execution, writ of attachment, and distress for rent:
The necessary wearing apparel, Bibles, school-books and family pic-
tures of every person; and one hundred dolliars’ worth of other prop-
erty, to be selected by the debtor, and in addition, when the debtor
is the head of a family and resides with the same, three hundred dol-
lars’ worth of other property to be selected by the debtor,——provided
that such selection and exemption shall not be made by the debtor or
allowed to him or her from any money, salary or wages due him or
her from any person or persons or corporations whatever. When the
the head of a family dies, deserts, or does not reside with the same,
the family shall be entitled to and receive all the benefit and privilege

“which are by this act conferred npon the head of a family residing
with the same. No personal property is exempt from execution when
judgment is obtained for the wages of laborers or servants. Wages
of alaborer who is the head of a family cannot be garnisheed execept
for the sum due him in excess of $23.

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS.

The principal obligation on the part of the landlord, whieh is in
fact always to be 1mp]1ed as a necessary eondition to his receiving
any rent, is, that the tenant shall enjoy the quiet possession of the
premises,—whieh means, substantially, that he shall not be turned
out of possession of the whole or any material part of the premises
Ly any one having a title paramount 'to that of the landlord, or that

~ the landlord shall not himself disturb or render his occupation un-
comfortable by the erection of a nuisance on or near the premises, or
otherwise oblige him to quit possession. DBnt if he be ousted by a
stranger,—that is, by one having no title,—or after the rent has fallen
due, or it the molestation proceeds from acts of a third person, the
landlord is in neither case responsible for it. Another obligation
which the law imposes on the landlord, in the absence of any express
stipulation in the lease, is the payment of all taxes chargeable npon
the property, or any ground rents or interest upon mortgages to
which it may be snbject. Every landlord is bound to protect his ten-
ant against all paramount claims. And if a tenant is compelled; in order
to proteet himself in the enjoyment of the land in respect of which
his rent is payable, to make payment which onght, as between him-
self and his landlord, to have been made by the latter, he may call
upon the landlord to reimburse him, or he may deduct such payment




ABSTRACTS OF STATE LAWS, 89

from the rent due or to become due. But the landlord is under no
obligation to make repairs, or to rebuild in case the premises shonld
be burned; nor does he gnaranty that they are reasonably fit for the
purpose for which they were taken. And it is not in the power of a
tenant to make repairs at the expense of his landlord, unless there be
a special agreement between them authorizing him to do so; for the
tenant takes the premises for better or worse, and cannot involve the
landlord in expense for repairs without his consent. Even if the
premises liave become uninhabitable by fire, and the landlord, having
insured them, has recovered the insurance money, the tenant cannot
compel him to expend the money so recovered in rebuilding, unless
he has expressly engaged to do so; nor can he in snch an event pro-
tect himself from the payment of rent during the nnexpired balance
of the term, unless exempted therefrom by statute or the terms of
the Jease. The uninhabitableness of a house is not a good defense to
an action for rent. If the landlord expressly covenanted fo repair,
the tenant cannot quit and discharge himself of rent because the re-
pairs are not made, unless there is a provision to that effect; and if a
landlord is bound by enstom or by express agreement to repau' this
obligation, and the obligation of the tenant to pay rent, are inde-
pendent of each other, su that the refusal or neglect of the landlord
to repair is no answer to a demand for rent. The tenant is answer.
able for any neglect to repair highways, fences, or party walls, it being
generally sufficient, except where a statute otherwise provides, to
charge a man with such repairs by the name of ~oveccupant.” He is
also liable for all injuries produced by the mismanagement of his ser-
vants, or by a nuisance kept upon the premises. or by an obstraection
of the highways adjacent to them, or the like; for as a general rule,
where a man is in possession of property, he must so manage it that
other persons shall not be injured thereby. One of the principal
obligations which the law imposes upon every tenant, independent ot
any agreement, is to treat the premises in sucha manner that no sub-
stantial injury shall be done to them, and so that thcy may revert to
the landlord at the end of the term ummpaned by any willful or neg-
ligent conduet on liis part.

CRIMINAL LAW

Is that branch of jurisprudence which treats of eriminal offenses.
The extreme importance of a knowledge of criminal law is self-evi-
dent; for a mistake in point of law, which every person of discretion
not only may know, but is bound and presumed to know, is in crimi-
nal cases no defense. This law is administered upon the prineiple
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that every one must be taken conclusively to know it, without proot
that he does know it. This doctrine has been carried so far as to in-
clude the case of a foreigner charged with a erime whieh was no
offense in his own country. And further, the ecriminal law, whether
common or statute, is imperative with reference to the conduct of in-
dividuals; so that, if a statute forbids or commands a thing to be
done, ail acts or omissions contrary to the prohibition or command
of the statute are offenses at common law, and ordinarily indictable
as such. When a statute punishes a crime by its legal designation
without enumerating the acts which constitute it, then it is necessary
to resort to the common law for a definition of the ecrime with its
distinetions and qualifications. So, if an act is made eriminal, but ne
mode of prosecution is directed or no punishment provided, the com-
mon law (in the absence of a statute to the contrary) furnishes its
aid, prescribing the mode of prosecution by indictment, and its mode
of punishment by fine and imprisonment. So far, therefore, as the
rules and principles of common law are applicable to the administra-
tion of the eriminal law, and have not been altered or modified by
legislation or judicial decisions, they have the same force and effect
as laws finally enacted.

The following are some of the leading principles of the criminal
law:

1. Every man is presumed to be innocent till the contrary is shown;
and if there is any reasonable doubt of his guilt, he is entitled to the
benefit of the doubt.

2. In general, no person can be brought to trial till a grand jury
on examination of the charge has found reason to hold him to trial.

3. The prisoner is entitled to trial by a jury of his peers, who are
chosen from the body of the people with a view to impartiality, and
whose decision on questions of fact is final.

4. The question of his guilt is to be determined without reference
to his general character, previous history, or habits of life.

5. The prisoner cannot be required to criminate himself, nor be
compelled even to exculpate himself by giving his own testimony on
trial. .

6. He cannot be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense.

7. He cannot be punished for an act which was not an offense by
the law existing at the time of its commission; nor can a severer
punishment be inflicted than was declared by law at the time of its

commission.
MILLERS.

The owner or oceupant of every public grist-mill in this State
shall grind all grain brought to his mill in its turn. . The toll for
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both steam and water mills, is, for grinding and bolting wheat, rye,
or other grain, one-eighth part; for grinding Indian corn, oats, barley,
and buckwheat not required to be bolted, one-seventh part; for grind-
ing malt, and chopping all kinds of grain, one-eighth part. It is the
duty of every miller, when his mill is in repair, to aid and assist in
loading and unloading all grain brought to his mill to be ground; and
he is also required to keep an accurate half-bushel measure, and an
accurate set of toll dishes or scales for weighing the grain. The pen-
alty for neglect or refusal to comply with the law is $5, to the use of
any person suing for the same, to be recovered before any justice of
the peace of the county where the penalty is incurred. Millers are ac-
countable (except it results from unavoidable accidents) for the safe-
keeping of all grain left in their mill for the purpose of being ground,
with bags or casks containing same, provided that such bags or casks
are distinetly marked with the initial letters of the owner’s name.

PAUPERS.

Every poor person who shall be unable to earn a livelihood in con-
sequence of any bodily infirmity, idiocy, lunacy or unavoidable cause,
shall be supported by the father, grandfathers, mother, grand-
mothers, children, grandchildren, brothers or sisters, of such poor
person, if they or either of them be of sufficient ability; but if any
of such dependent class shall have become so from intemperance, or
other bad conduct, they shall not be entitled to support from any re-
lation except parent or child. The children shall first be called on to
support their parents, if they are able: but if not, the parents of such
poor person shall then be called on, if of sufficient ability; and if
there be no parents or children able, then the brothers and sisters of
such dependent person shall be called upon; and if there be no
brothers or sisters of sufficient ability, the grandchildren of such per-
son shall next be called on; and if they are not able, then the grand-
parents. Married females, while their husbands live, shall not be
liable to contribute for the support of their poor relations except out
of their separate property. It is the duty of the State’s attorney to
make complaint to the County Court of his county agaiunst all the
relatives of such paupers in this State liable to support,and prosecute
the same. In case the State’s attorney neglects or refuses to com-
plain in such cases, then it is the duty of the overseer of the poor to
do so. The person called upon to contribute shall have at least ten
days’ notice of such application, by summons. The court has the
power to determine the kind of support, depending upon the cir-
cumstances of the parties, and may also order two or more of the
different degrees to maintain such poor person, and prescribe the pro-
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portion of each, according to his or her ability. The ecourt may specify
the time for which the relatives shall contribute: in tfact it has con-
trol over the entire subject matter, with power to enforce its order.

Every county is required to relieve and support all poor and in-
digent persons lawfully resident therein. “Residence” means the
actunal residence of the party, or the place where he was cmployed;
or in case he was in no employment, then it shall be the place where
he made his home. When any person becomes chargeable as a
pauper who did not reside in the connty at the commencement of six
months immediately preceding his becoming so, but did at the time
reside elsewhere in this State, then the county becomes liable for the
expense of taking care of such person until removed; and it is the
duty of the overseer to notify the proper authorities of the fact. If
any person shall bring and leave any panper in any county in this
State where such pauper had no legal residence, knowing him to be
such, he is liable to a fine of $100. In counties under township
organization, the supervisors in each town are ex-officio overseers of
the poor. The overseers of the poor act under the directions ot the
County Board in taking care of the poor and granting temporary re-
lief; also, in providing for non-resident persons not paupers who may
be taken sick and not able to pay their way, and, in case of death,
cansing such person to be decently buried.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CONVEYANCES.

When practicable from the nature of the gronnd, persons traveling
in any kind of vehicle must turn to the right of the center of the
road, so as to permit each carriage to pass without interfering with
the other. The penalty for a violation of this provision is §5 for every
offense, to be recovered by the party injured; but to recover, there
must have occnrred some injury to person or property resulting from
the violation.

The owners of any carriage traveling upon any road in this State
for the conveyance of passengers, who shall employ or continue in
their employment as driver any person who is addicted to drunken-
ness, or the excessive use of spirituous liquors, atter he has had notice
of the same, shall pay a forfeit at the rate of $5 per day; and if any
driver, while actually engaged in driving any snch carriage, shall be
guilty of intoxication to such a degree as to endanger the safety of
passengers, it shall be the duty of the owner, on receiving written
notice of the fact, signed by one of the passengers, and certified by
him on oath, forthwith to disecharge such driver. JIf such owner shall
have such driver in his employ within three months after such notice,
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he is.liable for $5 per day for the time he shall keep said drivers in
his employment after receiving such notice.

Persons driving any carriage on any public highway are prohibited
from running their horses upon any occasion, under a penalty of a
fine not exceeding $10, or imprisonment not exceeding sixty days, at
the discretion of the court. Horses attached to any carriage nsed to
convey passengers for hire must be properly hitched, or the lines
placed in the hands of some other person, before the driver leaves
them for any purpose. Ior violaiion of this provision each driver
shall forfeit twenty dollars, to be recovered by action commenced
within six months.

It is understood by the term ‘carriage’’ herein to mean any car-
riage or vehicle used for the transportation of passengers, or goods,
or either of them.

WAGERS AND STAKEHOLDERS.

Wagers upon the result ot an election have always been considered
as void, as being contrary to sound policy, and tending to impair the
purity ot elections. Wagers as to the mode of playing, or as to the
result of any illegal game, as boxing, wrestling, cockfighting, ete.,
are void at common law.

Stakeholders must deliver the thing holden by them to the person
entitled to it, on demand. It is frequently questionable who is en-
titled to it. In case of an unlawful wager, although he may be justi-
fied for delivering the thing to the winner, by the express or implied
consent of the loser, yet if before the event has happened he has been
required by either party to give up the thing deposited with him by
such party, he is bound so to deliver it; or it] after the event has hap-
pened, the losing party gives notice to the stakeholder not to pay the
winner, a payment made to him afterwards will be made to him in
his own wrong, and the party who deposited the money or thing may
recover it from the stakeholder.

SUNDAY.

Labor of whatever kind, other than the household offices of daily
necessity, or other work of charity and necessity, on the first day of
the week, commonly called Sunday, is in general under penalty pro-
hibited; but all persons do not come under prohibition. If a con-
tract is commenced on Sunday, but not completed until a subsequent
day, or if it merely grew out of a transaction which took place on
Sunday, it is not for this reason void. Thus, if a note is signed on
Sunday, its validity is not impaired if it be not delivered on that day.
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DEFINITION OF COMMERCIAL TERMS.

$ means dollars, being a contraction of U. 8., which was formerly
placed before any denomination of money, and meant, as it means
now, United States currency. £ means pounds, English money. @
stands for at or to; b for pound, bbl for barrel; and @ for per
or by the. Thus, buttersells at 20@30c. P 1, and flour at $6@10 P
bbl. |, stands for per cent., and # for number.

In the example “ May 1—wheat sells at $§1.05@1.10, seller June,”
seller June means that the person who sells the wheat has the privi-
lege of delivering it at any time during the month of June. ¢ Sell-
ing short” is contracting to deliver a certain amount of grain or
stock at a fixed price within a certain length of time, when the seller
has not the stock on hand. It is for the interest of the person selling
“short” to depress the market as much as possible, in order that he
may buy and fill his contract at a profit. Hence the ‘“shorts” are
termed  bears.”

LEGAL WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Whenever any of the following articles shall be contracted for, or
sold or delivered, and no special contract or agreement shall be made
to the contrary, the weight per bushel shall be as follows, to wit:

1bs.
Appleafidried ST SE s v 8 El e 24
Barley....... . 48
Beans, white. . .- 160
Beans, castor. . . 46
Buckwheat . .. 52
I35 T B0 JOPR0 20 Potatoes, Irish............

Blue-grass seed.. . 14 Peaches, dried. .
Broom-coro seed ... 46 Potatoes, sweet. A
Coal, stove. ..... L.. 1801 L iRy SN .. 56
Corn, in the ear. :

Corn, shelled. . . . 56 Salt, coarse.

Corn meal. ... . 48 Turnips...... s T A (010)

Clover seed. ... 60,  Timothy Seed e 45 .

lax secdi®s. .. .. SN .00 Wheat . .y 60
GAME

Consists of birds and beasts of a wild nature, obtained by fowling
and hunting. It is unlawful to hunt, kill or in any manner to inter-
fere with deer, wild turkey, prairie chickens, partridge or pheasants
between the first day of January and the fifteenth day of August; or
any quail between the first day of January and the first day of Oc-
tober; or any wild goose, duck, Wilson snipe, brandt or other water
fowl, between the fifteenth day of April and the fifteenth day of Au-
gust, in each and every year. Penalty: Fine not less than $10 nor
more than §25, and cost of suit,and shall stand committed toa county
jail until fine is paid, but not exceeding ten days. It is unlawful to
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hunt with gun, aog or net within the inclosed grounds or lands of
another without permission. Penalty: Fine not less than $3 and not
exceeding $100, to be paid into the school fund.

Fish are animals of a wild natunre. No one has any property in
them until they are captured, and, like other wild animals, if, having
been taken, they escape and regain their liberty, the captor loses his
property in them. A person has no right to fish in the waters of an-
other, and acquires no property in the fish caught except by the own-
er’s consent.

BEES.

Bees, while unreclaimed, are by nature wild animals. Those which
take up their abode in a tree belong to the owner of the soil in which
the tree grows, if unreclaimed; but if reclaimed and identified they
belong tp their former owner. If a swarm has flown from the hive
of A, they are his so long as they are in sight, and may easily be
taken; otherwise they become the property of the first oceupant.
Merely finding on the land of- another person a tree containing a
swarm of bees, and marking it, does not vest the property of the bees
in the finder. They do not become property until actually hived.

DOGS.

" Dogs are animals of a domestic nature. The owner of a dog has
such property in him that he may maintain an action for an injury
to him, or to recover him when unlawfully taken away and kept by
another.

‘When, in consequence of his vicious propensities, a dog becomes a
common nuisance, the owner may be indieted, and where one com-
mits an injury, if the owner had knowledge of his mischievouns pro-
pensities, he is liable for the injury. A man has a right to keep a dog
to guard his premises, but not to put him at the entrance of his house,
because a person coming there on lawtnl business may be injured by
him, though there may be another éntrance to the house. DButif a
dog is chained and a visitor incautiously goes so near him that he is
bitten, he has no right of action against the owner.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS,

Whoever shall wilfully overdrive, overload, overwork, torture, tor-
ment, beat, deprive of necessary and proper food, drink, or shelter, or
cruelly kill ‘any such animal, or work an old, maimed, sick or dis-
abled animal, or keep any animal in an unnecessarily cruel manner,
for each and every offense shall be liable to a fine of not less than $3
or more than §200, to be recovered on complaint before any justice of
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the peace, or by indictment. The word “animal ”” used shall be taken
to mean any living creature.

UNITED STATES MAILS.

The following suggestions and rulings of the Post Office Department
in regard to the sending of matter through the. United States mails
will be found valuable. By giving caretul attention to and closely
following them, almost perfect security from all delays and losses,and
the many little vexatious inquiries generally made by the public will
be avoided.

Make the address legible and eomplete, giving the name of the post-
office, county and state; the name of the street and the number of the
house, also, should always be given on letters addressed to cities where
letter-carriers are employed. Letters intended for places in foreign
countries should have the name of the country as well as the post-
office given in full.

See that every letter, newspaper or other packet sent by mail is se-
curely folded and fastened. Avoid nsing as much as possible cheap
envelopes made of thin paper, especially when containing more than
one sheet of paper.

Never send money or any other article of value through the mail,
except by means of 4 money order or in a registered letter. Every
letter sent should contain the full name and address of the writer,
with the county and State, in order to secure its réturn if the person
to whom it is directed cannot be found. Persons who have large corre-
spondence find it most convenient to use * special request envelopes,”
but those who only mail an occasional letter can avoid the trouble by
writing a request to “return if not delivered,” ete., on the envelope.

Postage stamps should be placed upon the upper right hand corner
of the addressed side of all mail matter.

Written matter in unsealed envelopes prepaid with only a one-cent
postage stamp will be held for postage.

Diplomas, commissions, certificates, etc., having written signatures
attached, circulars, having anything written thereon, are subject to
postage at the rate of threecents for each half ounce or fraction thereof.

Stamps cut from stamped envelopes, mutilated postage stamps, and
internal revenue stamps, will not be accepted in payment for postage.
Letters deposited in a postoftice having such matter affixed are held
for postage.

To use, or attempt to use, in payment of postage a postage stamp,
or stamped envelope, or any stamp cut from such stamped envelopes,
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which has been before used in payment of postage, is punishable with
a fine of fifty dollars.

In using postal cards, be careful not to write or have anjthing
printed on the side to be used for the address, except the address; also
be careful not to attach anything to them. They are unmailable as
postal cards when these snggestions are disregarded.

No cards are “postal cards” except such as are issued by the Post
Oftice Department. In no case will unclaimed cards be returned to
the writer or sent to the Dead Letter Oftice. If not delivered within
sixty days from time of receipt they will be burned by the post-master.

To insure a letter being forwarded in the mails it must have not less
than three cents in postage stamps affixed.

After a letter has passed from the mailing office the delivering oi
it cannot he delayed or prevented by the writer; but, if the writer
request the return of the letter, which has not left in the mail, the
post-master may deliver it, if he is satisfied that the party applying is
the writer.

A subscriber to a newspaper or periodical who changes his residence
and postoffice should at once notity the publishers of the change.

Printed matter, merchandise and other third-class matter cannot be
forwarded from the office to which it is addressed unless postage is
furnished for such purposes. A request to return indorsed on such
matter will not be regarded unless postage is furnished for the pur-
pose. A request to return written on such matter subjects the pack-
age to letter postage.

All packages mailed at less than letter postage should be wrapped
so that their contents can be readily ascertained without destrovmcr
the wrapper.

Matter contained in sealed envelopes, notched at the ends, is sub-
ject to letter postage.

The sender of any article of the third class may write his or her
name or address therein. or on the outside thereof, with the word
“from”” above or preceding the same, or may write or print on any
package the number and name of articles inclosed.

All losses shiould be promptly reported.

Packages of any description of mail matter may weigh not exceed-
ing four pounds. E

RATES OF POSTAGE.
On letters, sealed packages, mail matter, wholly or partly in writ-

ing, except book manuseript and corrected proofs passing between au-
thors and publishers, and except local or drop letters, or postal cards;
: 7
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all printed matter so marked as to convey any other or further infor-
mation than is conveyed by the original print, except the eorreetion
of mere typographical errors; all matter otherwise chargeable with
letter postage, but which is so wrapped or secured that it cannot be
couveniently examined by the post-masters without destroying the
wrapper or envelope; all packages containing matter not in itself
chargeable with letter postage, but in which is enclosed or eoncealed
any letter, memorandumn, or other thing ehargeable with letter post-
age, or upon which is any writing or memorandum; all matter to
which no specific rate of postage is assigned; and manuseript for pub-
lication in newspapers, magazines or periodicals, THREE CENTS FOR
EACH HALF OUNCE OR FRACTION THEREOF.

On local or drop letters, at offices where free delivery by earriers is
established, Two CENTS FOR EACH UALF OUNCE OR FRACTION THEREOF.

On local or drop letters, at offices where free delivery by carriers is
not established, oNE CENT FOR EACH HALF OUNCE OR FRACTION TIIEREOF.

RATES OF POSTAGE ON THIRD-CLASS MATTIER.

By act of July 12, 1876, third-class matter is divided as follows:

One cent for two ounces.—Almanacs, books (printed), calendars,
catalogues, eorrected proofs, hand-bills, magazines, when not sent to
regular subscribers, maps (lithographed or engraved), masic (printed
sheet), newspapers, when not sent to regunlar subseribers, oceasional
publications, pamphlets, posters, proof-sheets, prospectuses, and regn-
lar publications designed primarily for advertising purposes, or for
tfree cireulation, or for eirculation at nominal rates.

One cent for each ounce~—Blank books, blank cards, book manu-
script, card boards and other flexible materials, chromo-lithographs,
circnlars, engravings, envelopes, flexible patterns, letter envelopes, let-
ter paper, lithographs, merchandise, models, ornamented paper, postal
cards, when sent in bulk and not addressed, photographie views, pho-
tographic paper, printed blanks, printed eards, sample cards, samples
of ores, metals, minerals, and merchandise, seeds, cuttings, bulbs,
roots and seiong, and stereoscopie views.

Any article of mail matter, subject to postage at the rate of one
cent for each onnce or fraction thereof, which may be enclosed in the
same package with items subject to the rate of one cent for each two
ounces or fraction thereof, will subjeet the entire package to the high-
est rate, viz.: one cent for each ounce or fraction thereof.

The tollowing artieles are nnmailable:

Packages containing lignids, poisons, glass, explosive chemicals, live
animals, sharp pointed instruments, flour, sugar, or any other matter
liable to deface or destroy the entents of the mail, or injure the per-
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son of any one connected with the service. All letters upon the en-
velope of which, or postal card upon which indecent, lewd, obscene,
or lascivious delineations, epithets, terms or language may be written
or printed, or disloyal devi:es printed or engraved, and letters or cir-
culars concerning illegal lotteries so called, gift concerts or other simi-
lar enterprises offering prizes, or concerning schemes devised and in-
tended to deceive and detrand the public. Also, all obscene, lewd or
lascivious books, pamphlets, pictnres, papers, prints or other publica-
tions of an indecent character.

REGISTERED MATTER. -

The fee for registering a letter going anywhere in the United States
is fixed at ten cents in addition to the regnlar postage. Post-masters
are required to register all letters properly presented for that pur-
pose, but no letters are to be registered on Sunday.

Registered letters will never be delivered to any person but the one
to whom they are addressed, or to one whom the post-master knows
to be anthorized to receive them.

MONEY ORDERS, i

The money-order system is intended to promote public convenience
and to secure safety in the transfer through the mails of small sums
of money. The principal means employed to attain safety consists
in leaving ont of the order the name ot the payee or person for whom
the money is intended. In this respect a money-order differs from
an ordinary bank draft or check. An advice or notification contain-
ing full parsiculars of the order is transmitted withont delay by the
issuing post-master to the post-master at the office of payment. The
latter is thus furnished, before the order itselt' is presented, with in-
formation which will enable him to prevent its payment to any per-
son not entitled thereto, provided ¢he remitter complies with the regu-
lation of the Department, which prohibits him from sending the same
information in a letter inclosed with his order.

Under no circumstances can payment of an order be demanded on
the day of its issue. The fees or charges for money-orders will be as
follows:

O grders not exceeding' §15.. ... .0 ... ..., Rl 1y 10 cents
On orders over §15 and not exceeding $30................ 15 cents
On orders over $30 and not exceeding $40................ 20 cents
On orders over $40 and not execeeding $50............ ... 25 cents

When a larger sum than $50 is required, additional orders to make

it up must be obtained. But post-masters are instructed to refuse to
issue in one day, to the same remitterand in favor of the same payee,

more than ¢hree money-orders payable at the same postoflice.
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HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

CHAPTER L
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

A little over a half century ago the territory now embraced within
the limits of Knox county was in a state of nature. Scarcely a white
man, except hunters and traders, had ever crossed its fertile prairies.
It was a wild region and uninhabited save by the wild beasts of forest
and prairie, and roving bands of Indians, whose trails were found
here and there over prairie and through timber, from village to vil-
lage, of wigwams. Herds of deer, packs of wolves and other wild
animals roamed at will. The buftfalo had been driven by the Indians
farther west, although their bones were found here and there scattered
over the prairie. Since then wonderful and unparalleled have been
the changes that have taken place.

Fifty years have passed since Daniel and Alexander Robertson,
Richard Mathews, Jacob Gum and his sons, John B., James and
Zephaniah, Riggs Pennington, Stephen Osborn, Eaton and Robert
Nance, Benjamin Coy, Alexander Frakes, Robert Greenwell, Thomas
Sheldon, Nicholas Voiles, Mrs. Jennie Vaughn, and Johun, her son,
Jesse D. Gum, James Reynolds, Andrew and Alexander Osborn, M.
D. Coy and Thomas McKee came to this county to found homes, all
of them settling in Henderson township. Of this number but two
are living in the county at the present time; and as there were no
written records kept, as a natural consequence, a great many early in-
cidents of local importance at the time of their happening are lost to
the memory of the oldest surviving settlers; or, if not entirely lost,
have become so confused with the multiplicity of accumulating cares,
that to extricate an accurate acconnt of them from time’s rubbish,
and preserve them in printed pages, so they may be seen now as they
were then, will require a most critical exercise of mind and pen. As
near as is possible ever to obtain, we.give a correet sketch, taking
great care properly to secure names, dates and locations, and we be-
lieve the early history of the county is as full and complete as could
have been compiled. A
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Daniel and Alexander Robertson, and their brother-in-law, Richard
Mathews, were the first to locate in the county of Knox. The two
former were single men, bnt remained so but a short time, as we find
the first marriage license issued, by the Clerk of the county, was to
Daniel Robertson. Alexander was married shortly afterward, and in
1848 died. His daughter is the wife of John Junk, and has resided
all her life on the farm where her father settled and died and where
she was born. Richard Mathews remained here but a short time,
and then returned to Morgan county, settling near Urnsville, where
in 1876 he died. '

The Robertson brothers first settled on the northeast quarter of
section 15, Henderson township, where the soil of Knox county was
first cultivated by a white man. At present Daniel lives on the
southwest quarter of section 11 of the same township. Ie was un-
able to get legal possession of the land originally settled upon, and
was compelled to remove. In the early settlement of the Military
Tract great annoyance was experienced by the pioneers from parties
having tax titles, grants, patents, etc., of the land. Thns it was with
the piece of land Mr. Robertson first located. A man by the ,name
of Baker, whose wife’s father had an interest in or a claim upon this
land, came along one evening and asked to stay over night. This
privilege was cheerfully granted him. On the following morning he
asserted his right to the land. He refused to leave the house. In
an altercation which Daniel Robertson had with him over this land
Baker shot at Robertson, but tortnnately missed him. Robertson ran
to the house after his gun, but his wife, fearing something fatal, kept
it from him. It would seem that with such vast expanse of wild
land there wonld be no diffienlty in regard to a small field.

Daniel Robertson, the first settler of the county, and who at pres-
ent is hale and stout, and does considerable work on his farm, was
born in Scotland, June 12, 1804. He was brought by his parents to
the United States when only four weeks old. They settled near Lake
George, New York. In 1820 his father came to the newly organized
State of Illinois, settling in Madison county. In 1821 he went to
Morgan county, from whence in a tew years his two sons Daniel and
Alexander went into Schuyler county, where they followed the busi-
ness of raTsing hogs. The Galena trail went through Schuyler and
Knox counties, and travelers were passing to and fro mnch of the
time. Some of them told the Robertsons of the fine conntry in this
county. They reported it as the best through which the trail passed.
Time has since verified the assertion of these early miners. The
winter of 1827--8, acting nupon the advice of strangers, they concluded
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to remove here. After some preparations they set out, in the latter
part of February, 1828, for the unsettled country, with two yoke of
oxen to their ¢ prairie schooner” wagon, and with 80 head of hogs.
Arriving after a weary journey, they pitched their tent and com-
menced farming. Among the few rude implements they brought
with them was a plow, the first to turn the soil of Knox county so far
as kuuwn, except the still more rude implements of the Indians, who
had cultivated little fields here and there over the county. This plow
is still in the possession of Mr. Daniel Robertson, in a good state of
preservation, and a relic worthy of more than a passing notice. How
different is this antique implement from those in use at the present
time! It was made after the most improved pattern, and at the time
was a model worthy of imitation. 1t is what is known as the *Bar-
share” plow, and in construction consumed a great amount of timber.
The beam is 8% feet long and 16 inches in circumference. The
wooden mold-board is 3 feet 4 inches long, about 10 inches wide and
4 inches thick, and is made of oak. The wrought-iron share, about
the only piece of iron about it, is 4 feet, 4 inches long, although cut-
ting but a 16-inch furrow. To make it more unique it is only from
14 to 16 inches high. With this ancient plow they prepared a few
acres of ground and planted corn, which yielded forty bushels to the
acre, thus enabling them to supply theimmigrants as they came, and
to “ give the hogs a taste now and then,” as Mr. Robertson remarked
to us.

These animals subsisted mostly upon acorns and other nuts found
in the timber. Considerable trouble was at first experienced with
the Indian dogs, which would kill the pigs and make the hogs
“homesick.” These dogs were similar in many respects to the wolf,
and were quite as mischievous and troublesome.

Of the pioneers of 1828 Daniel Robertson and Thomas McKee are
the only two now residents of Knox county. Almost all the others
have finished their earthly career, and their names and deeds deserve
much honor from each citizen of the county, for they each and all as
carly settlers endured the trials and hardships of a new and wild
country, to lay the fonndation for future greatness and make a more
beautiful, cultivated eounty. Their memories should be perpetuated
and handed down to posterity, who, when the country’s”age is told
bX centuries and its population by hundreds of thousands, will read
with greater interest of those that opened the way for them to ad-
vance in learning, culture, wealth and other ways. Future gener-
atlon's should fully know and appreciate those who began the work of
settling and ehanging a wild, unsettled and uncultivated county as
Knox once was, to what it now is.
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Jacob Gum and his sons settled upon sections 32 and 33. Jacob
was a minister of the gospel, and seldom failed to preach on Sunday;
and although we may know his congregation was not large, nor did
they assemble in a beautifully frescoed auditorium with cushioned
pews and floor richly carpeted, yet the truth was just as earnestly
preached and as gratefully received as to-day, for Elder Gum was an
earnest worker and in his day wieided much influence for good. He
was a member of the Regular Baptist Chureh, but finally united
with the Christian Chureh, in which denomination he remained a de-
voted member and an earnest, zealous laborer in his Master’s cause,
until ealled to dwell with Him on the shores of eternity, his death
occurring many years ago in this county.

His sons Jesse and Zephaniah died in Missouri; John died in Cali-
fornia; but James is living in that State at the present time. Riggs
Pennington settled on seetion 10, from which place he moved to sec-
tion 27, from thence to Texas in 1836, where he died. Stephen Os-
born settled on section 23.  He died at Henderson. Alexander
Frakes and the Nance brothers settled on section 9. Frakes after-
ward moved to Oregon, where he died. Eaton Nance is living in
Missouri, but his brother Robert died in Cass county, Illinois. Ben-
jamin Coy settled on section 31, and died in this county. M. D. Coy
died in Towa. Robert Greenwell settled on section 15, but afterward
removed to Missouri, where he died. Nicholas Voiles settled on see-
tion 22, but moved to Texas, where he died about 1852. Mrs.
Vaughn, familiarly known as ¢ AuntJennie,” lived on section 33,
and died in this county. John, her son, is still living, having no
permanent home. James Reynolds died in this county. Alexander
Osborn is still living, with his wife, whom he married in 1829,—
theirs being the first marriage in Knox eounty. They are now re-
siding in Kansas. Andrew Osborn also resides in the same State.

. Thomas Sheldon resided in this county but one winter, when he
went to Rock Island, where he died in June, 1829. He left a widow
and four small children. In a wild, uncultivated country, where
physical labor is required, a woman with a family of small children
would nndergo much suffering. The settlers of Knox soon heard of
the death of Mr. Sheldon, and immediately two of their number went
to ascertain the condition of the family. In September théy con-
cluded to bring his widow to their own settlement at Henderson that
they might care for her, and aecordingly sent Thomas McKee with
two yoke of oxen to bring her and her effects. The few settlers of
Rock Island had been very kind to the widow, and had provided her
with provisions for the winter,—among which was a Darrel of flour
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and a barrel of meat. Thomas McKee was at the time but nineteen
years of age, but was a hardy frontier boy, and scarcely knew what
hardships were; but he certainly experienced many on this trip of
four days. He came to Rock river on his return, and there being no
bridges or ferries, it must be forded. This he did, which without
guide was a dangerous task. He came on to Mill creek, crossing it
safely, but a little this side his wagon sunk so deep inthe mud that
his oxen in a desperate attempt to pull it ont broke the neck-yoke.
This was very disconraging, but young McKee immediately started
back for Rock Island atoot tur another yoke. This he obtained, and
soon returned, reaching his wagon about dark. They were obliged to
remain there all night, when a heavy rain fell and the water rose up
nearly to the bed of the wagon. The following morning he unloaded
his wagon and “pulled out.” He says, to-day, it is a great wonder
to him how he ever managed to load the barrel of meat, as the lady
was in a condition which unfitted her for lending any assistance in
lifting. They came on farther and stalled again, and again unloadea
every article. At Edwards river he stuck again, the oxen being un-
able to get up the rather steep embankment. He again unloaded
every article, and then had to carry and roll each up the bank to the
wagon. Coming on into Rio township, this county, about dark, he
came to a slough, where he remained over night.

He finally arrived home, after a most laborious journey of four days.
We speak of this trip in detail, to illustrate the manner and mode of
traveling in the time of the early settlement of the county. Without
road or guide the proneers roamed the prairies and timber with their
slow but faithful oxen. At this time there was but one traveled road
in the county, the one running from Peoria to Galena, through Vie-
toria and Walnut Grove townships. This was the old “ Galena trail”’
or ‘“State road,” by which terms it was familiarly known.

Mrs. Sheldon and family returned to Kentucky the following year.
Thomas McKee is a resident of Galesburg, where he holds the offices
of Justice of the Peace and Supervisor; and although a strong Demo-
crat and the recognized leader of that party in this connty, his per-
sonal popularity is so great that even in the Republican stronghold
of Galesburg he scarcely finds opposition. There is perhaps no eiti-
zen of the county so well and favorably known as he, and but few if
any whose acquaintance is so extensive.

In 1829 but few additions were made to the spare settlement at
Henderson. Now and then a new-comer would be weleomed.
Among the number were Dr. Charles 1lansford* and John G. San-
burn.* The former was the first physician in the county, and for many

* See biographical sketches.
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vears perhaps the most popular man of the coutny; and the latter
opened the first stock of general merchandise, and also became one of
the'most popular men the county ever knew. There also came James
and William MeMurtry, Jonathan Reed, William Lewis, Solomon
Davis and Thomas Maxwell; all of whom prominently fignred in the
early history of the county, and one of whom afterward received the
greatest official honors ever conferred upon a eitizen ot Knox county.

Mrs. Elizabeth Owen, a widow lady, with her son Parnach, and two
daughters, came in the fall of this year, 1829, and settled in Haw
Creek township. These were the first settlers to locate outside of
Henderson, save a rather singular genius named Palmer, who stopped
south east of Maqguon in 1828. It cannot be claimed for Palmer that
he was really a settler, for he did not expect to remain, and he never
fenced or made any effort to improve the land. He was a profes-
sional bee-hunter, and as such traveled in advanee of civilization. He
lived at the place referred to but a short time, . when he went farther
west; butwhile near Maquon he cultivated the hills made by the
Indians the year previous on the bottom lands of Spoon river.

It may seem strange that a widow lady sheuld be the first to lotate
in a large region of country where the toot of white man had scarcely
trod. It was the strong attachment she had for her son that led her
to the western wilds of Knox county. He was determined to seek a
home in the new country, and rather than see him go alone she
joined him and located here. She died in Knoxville in 1839. Her
two daughters are stilt living.—one the widow of the late John G.
Sanburn, residing in Knoxville, the other thé wife of Dr. E. D. Rice
of Lewistown. Parnach Owen took an active part in the early history
of the county. He did the first local surveying, and was one of the
contractors for the construction of the first court-house. He went
from this to McDonough county, thence to Iowa, and he died in
Allamakee connty in that Statein 1845.

In 1830 the population increased rapidly. Frakel Owen and
Fiteh settled in Lynn township, in the edge of a beautiful grove
which since has been known as Fraker’s Grove. These were the first
settlers in the northeastern part of the county. Mr. Fraker had pnr-
chased several quarter sections before coming to the country, upon a
portion of which he discovered an Indian town. His coming naturally
aroused the Indians, and a great controversy arose between them con-
cerning the possession of the land, the Indians claiming that their title
came directly from God Almighty, while Mr. Fraker based his claim on
patents he held from the Government. The Indians, however, after
much parleying, concluded to leave. They moved to Indian Creek, some
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seven miles east, and built another village. They remained quite
triendly with Mr. Fraker, and otten came over to visit him, who was al-
ways glad to see even an Indian. Soon the Indians adopted the habit
of coming to the grove in the spring to make sugar and raise their
squaw corn and vegetables, and then would return west in the fall
to new hunting-grounds.

Some travelers passed by Mr. Fraker’s, going northwest through
Walnut Grove, where they saw Jones and De llart, two settlers who
came here shortly after the I'rakers settled in Lynn. They were in-
tormed by the travelers of the settlers at Fraker’s Grove, who were
not aware of having neighbors nearer than Henderson; and the
Frakers, Fitches and Frasiers were greatly surprised on the following
Sunday morning upon seeing Mr. De Ilart, his wife and two children
drive up in their two-wheeled eart, with a dry-goods box on, and
drawn by oxen. These were the first white visitors except travelers
that ever called at the settlement. Mrs. Fraker had not seen a white
woman, except those of their own company, after coming to the grove.

KNOX COUNTY.

In 1830 it was thought that a sufficient number of inhabitants were
living in this section to have the county organized, which accordingly
was accomplished without any unnecessary delay. The law required
a county to'contain 350 legal voters before an organization could be
effected, yet there were scarcely that number even of individuals
within the boundaries of Knox county when organized. On the ad-
mission of Illinois into the Union, what is now Knox county was a
part of Madison county. Afterwards by an act of the Legislature,
approved June 30, 1821, it was placed within the boundaries of
Pike, which is the oldest county in the Military Tract. It then em-
braced the whole country north and west of the Illinois river. By a
subsequent act, approved February 10, 1826, its present boundaries
were determined, and it was attached to Fulton county for judicial
and recording purposes. On the 3d day of July, 1830, by an order of
Judge Young, an election was held for the purpose of selecting three
commissioners, and on tha Tth they met and completed the organiza-
tion of Knox county, for a detailed account of which we refer our
readers to the following chapter.

- We will state in this connection that, when the county was organ-
ized in 1830, townships 12 and 13 north, range 5 east, were included
within the boundaries of Knox county. This act of the Legislature
was approved January 15, 1831. In 1837, when Stark county was or-
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ganized, these two townships were severed from this county and
inclnded in that. Thetown of La Fayette, Stark county, is located
within this section, and consequently was originally in Knox county.

It was through the instrumentality of Riggs Penuington that the
two townships 1eferled to were attached to th]s county. There was
a beautiful grove within the territory, which he thought would add
materially to the wealth of the county, and be a connterpart to the
delightful forest in Lynn township, subsequently known as Fraker’s
Grove. Pennington was almost a regular attendant upon the Legis-
lature, although not a member. He wielded no little inflnence among
the Replesentatlves and therefore when he wanted the section alluded
to attached to his eounty his request was granted without delay.

In 1837 an attempt was made to divide Knox county for the forma-
tion of Coffee county. DBut little interest was taken in the matter by
the people residing in the western portion of the connty, as it was a
move especially concerning the residents of the eastern section. On
the 10th day of April of that year, an election was held to vote for or
against the division of the county, and the formation of Coffee county.
There were 263 votes cast, 77 of which were for the measure, and 186
against it.

The “ Military Tract” comprises all the land between the Illinois
and the Mississippi rivers, sonth of the north line of Bnrean and
Henry counties. It is so called because much of it was * patented”
by the Government, in quarter sections, to soldiers of the war of 1812.
There was scarcely a soldier in that early day who counted his land
of much value, and ever thought to occupy it himself; but immi-
grants came in, entered Government lands and “squatted’” on
“patent’’ or military land, improved it, and thus rendered it valuable.
It was seldom that a “patentee” could be found at the time of settle-
ment, and many of the early settlers presumed that the owner never
would be known; but in many instances, after a patent quarter-sec-
tion was made valmble by improvement, the original patent would be
brought on by some one, who would onst the ocenpant and take pos-
session, sometimes paying him something for his improvements and
sometimes not. Many holders of patents had no pity. This con-
dition of affairs presented a temptation to merciless “land-sharks,”
who would come into this section and work up cases, ostensibly for
the original patentees, but really for their own pockets.

The most notorions of these was one Toliver Craig, who actually
made it a business to forge patents and deeds. This he carried on
extensively from 1847 to 1834, especially in Knox and Fulton counn-
ties. IIe had 40 bogus deeds put on record in one day at Knoxville.
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He was arrested in New York State in 1854, by II. M. Boggess of
Monmonth, and taken to the jail at Cineinnati, Ohio, where he at-
tempted suicide by arsenic; but at the end of a year he was released
on bail.

When the Military Tract was laid off into counties, most of .them
were named in honor of military heroes of the nation. This eounty
was christened in honor of the brave statesman-general, Henry Knox.
The following is a brief personal sketch ot him whose name this county
now wears:

Henry Knox, an Amerieau general and statesmnan, commander of
the artillery during the Revolution, and Secretary of War under Wash-
ington, was born in Boston, July 25, 1750, and died in Thomaston,
Me., October 25, 1806. IIe was of Seoteh and Irish Presbyterian
stoek, and his father came from St. Eustatius, one of the British West
India islands. He received the common school education of his time
in Boston, and was remarked as a youth of fine abilities and generous
disposition, fond of the heroic examples of former ages, and, aceord-
ing to Dr. Eliot (who was nearly his eotemporary), giving constant
prestige of future eminence.

General Knox played a most important part in the revolutionary
struggle for liberty, and was admired and beloved by Washington,
and like him, after a long, active, and eminently successful publie
career, retired to private life. Gen. Knox was large in person, of a
robust and athletic frame, enterprising and resolute in character, of a
generous, buoyant and social disposition, cordially appreciated and
beloved by friends, possessing unquestionable integrity, unsurpassed
energy, and a mind liberally cultivated by study.

Knox County is about equally divided between timber and prairie
land, the northern tier of townships being mainly prairie, while the
southeastern, along Spoon river, is chiefly timber. In sketches of
townships this feature will be noticed more at length. It is situated
on the very height of the divide between the Mississippi and the 1lli-
nois rivers, with the 41st parallel of north latitude running very nearly
through its center. It is well drained by streams running east and
west from the central divide, and perhaps contains more high, dry and
exceedingly rich and fertile lands, snseeptible of producing all the
grains and fruits ecommon to this latitude, than the same number of
aeres lying in a body anywhere on the face of the globe. The soil is
underlaid with a good quality of coal and building stone, and for a
healthy climate Knox county has no superior and few equals.

The large prairies of the county presented a most beauntiful sight
before they were settled. The following very deseriptive lines on
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“The Prairies of Illinois,” by Captain Basil Hall, portrays their beauty
in their wild and native state: 4

“The charm of a prairie consists in its cxtension, its green, flowery
carpet, its undulating surface, and the skirt of. forest whereby it is
surrounded; the latter feature being of all others the most significant
and expressive, since it eharacterizes the landscape, and defines the
form and boundary of the plain. If the prairie is little, its greatest
beauty eonsists in the vieinity of the encompassing edge of forests,
which may be compared to the shores of a lake, being intersected with
many deep, inward bends, as so many inlets, and at intervals project-
ing very far, not nnlike a promontory or protrnding arm of land.
These projections sometimes so elosely approach each other that the
traveler passing through Dletween them, may be said to walk in the
midst ot an alley overshadowed by the forest, before he enters again
upon another broad prairie. "Where the plain is extensive, the delin-
eations of the forest in the distant background appear as would a
misty ocean beach afar off. The eye sometimes surveys the green
prairie without discovering on the illimitable plain a tree or bush, or
any other object, save the wilderness of flowers and grass, while on other
oceasions the view is enlivened by the groves dispersed like islands
over the plain, or by a solitary tree rising above the wilderness. The
resemblance to the sea whieh some of these prairies exhibited, was
really most striking. In the spring, when the young grass has just
clothed the soil with a soddy carpet of the most delicate green, but
especially when the sun, rising behind a distant elevation of the
ground, its rays are reflected by myriads of dew drops, a more pleas-
ing and more eye-benefiting view cannot be imagined.

“The delightful aspeet of the prairie, its amenities, and the absence
of that sombre awe inspired by forests, contributes to forcing away.
that sentiment of loneliness, which usually steals upon the mind of
the solitary wanderer in the wilderness; for, although he espics no
habitation, and sees no hnman being, and knows himself to be far off
from every settlement of man, he ean scarcely defend himself from
believing that he is traveling throngh a landsecape embellished by hu-
man art. The flowers are so delicate and elegant as apparently to be
distributed for mere ornament over the plain; the groves and groups
of trees seem to be dispersed over the prairie to enliven the landscape,
and we can scarcely get rid of the impression invading our imagina-
tion, of the whole scene being flung out and ereated for the satisfac-
tion of the sentiment of beauty in refined men.

“In the snmmer the prairie is covered with tall grass, which is
coarse in appearance, and soon assumes a yellow color, waving in the

P



110 11ISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

wind like a ripe crop of eorn. In the early stages of its growth it
resembles young wheat, and in this state furnishes such rich and sue-
eulent food for cattle that the latter choose it often in preferenee to
wheat, it being no donbt a very congenial fodder to them, since it is
impossible to conceive of better butter than is made while the grass
is in this stage.

“In the early stages of its growth the grass is interspersed with
little flowers,—the violet, the strawberry-blossom, and others of the
most delicate structure. When the grass grows higher these disap-
pear, and taller flowers, displaying more lively colors, take their plaee;
and still later a series of still higher but less delieately formed flowers
appears on the surface. While the grass is green these beautiful plains
are adorned with every imaginable variety of eolor. It is impossible
to conceive of a greater diversity, or discover a predominating eolor,

save the green, which forms a beautitul dead color, relieving the splen--

dor of the others. In the summer the plants grow taller, and the
eolors more lively; in the autumn another generation of flowers arises
which possesses less clearness and variety of eolor and less fragrancy.
In the winter the prairie presents a melancholy aspect. Often the
fire, which the hunters annnally send over the prairies in order to dis-
lodge the game, will destroy the entire vegetation, giving to the soil
a uniform black appearance, like that of a vast plain of chareoal; then
the wind sweeping over the prairie will find nothing whieh it might
put in motion, no leaves which it might disperse, no hanlms which
it might shake. No sooner does the snow commence to fall than the
animals, unless already before frightened away by the fire, retire into
the forests, when the most dreary, oppressive solitude will reign on
the burnt prairies, which often occupy many square miles of territory.”

PRAIRIE FIRES.

Annual prairie fires would visit the prairies in the autnmn. The
settlers who had pushed out from tlhe timber took great preeaution to
prevent their crops, honses and barns from being destroyed, yet not
always did they sueceed. Many incidents are related of prairie fires.
In 1831 Thomas Maxwell had succeeded in getting his wheat threshed
and stored into a rail pen, when a prairic fire came along and totally
destroyed his grain. Iis son, Ilenry, in attempting to save it by
‘“burning ahead,” or “back-firing,”” got his back badly scorched. A
more serious case was that ot Mr. William Lake, of Fraker’s Grove,
who was returning from the mill at Ilennepin, Putnam County, when
he was overtaken by a prairie tire. 1lis horses turned and run with
the fire. Mr. Lake, seeing he eonld not save his team, as they had



s = Il

=l A

- { S N \ ; A =
= T T T T

T T T LT \mn g VG it R s S
: gt VS MR L
5. . Bk
SWaLtis '

S ek BROAD
N '.’5‘! GRS Zas 7

SECTIONAL VIEW OF LA SALLE STREET TUNNEL, CHICAGO.







HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY. 113

become unmanageable, jumped from his wagon npon the burnt and
blackened ground. He ran on to recover the horses if possible, and,
after going some two or three miles, came up to them and found one
horse dead, and the other so badly burned that his usefulness was
greatly impaired. His wagon and its contents were entirely consumed.
The fire, though presenting a scene of sublimity, was as if the de-
stroying angel had flown abroad, crying in terror-stricken tones while
breathing tempests of fire and smoke from his nostrils, changing a
scene of so munch briiliance, whieh the prairies presented but a few
minutes before, into a dark, charred mass.

The great conflagrations were caused either accidentally, or design-
edly from wantonness, or with a view of bewildering the gaine. We
find on the Cirenit Court records that David Ogden and Mathew Her-
bert were indicted on the 21st day of December, 1845, for burning
prairies. The following day John Matlock and Nelson Case were in-
dicted for the same offense. DBail was given to the amount of $100
each. Herbert jumped his bail, but was snbsequently brought to
trial,’and with the other three fined $5 and costs. This was not an
uncommon offense for which men were brought before the court to
answer. ‘

The fire often spread further than it was intended it should. Where-
ever were extensive prairie lands, one-half was burned in the spring
and the other half in- the antumn, in order to produce a more rapid
growth of the naturally exuberant grass, destroying at the same time
the tall and thick weed stalks. Violent winds would often arise and
drive the flames with such rapidity that riders on the fleetest steeds
could scarcely escape. On the approach of a prairie fire the farmer
would immediately set about “ burning bhack,””—that is, burning off
the grass close by the fences, that the larger fire upon arriving would
become extinguished for want of aliment. In order to be able, how-
ever, to make proper use of this measure of safety, it was very essen-
tial that every farmer should encomnpass with a diteh those of his
fences adjoining the prairie. When known that the conflagration
could cause no danger, the settler, thongh accnstomed to them, could
not refrain from gazing with admiration upon the magnificent specta-
cle. Language cannot convey, words cannot express, the faintest idea
ot the splendor and grandeur of such a conflagration during the night.
It was as if the pale queen of night, disdaining to take her accus-
tomed place in the heavens, had dispatched myriads upon myriads of
messengers to light their torches at the altar of the setting sun until
all had flashed into one long and continnous blaze.
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“ 0, fly to the prairies and in wonder gaze,
As o’er the grass sweeps the magnificent blaze :
The earth cannot boast so magnificent a sight,—
A continent blazing with oceans of light.”

The following graphic description of prairie fires was written by a
traveler through this region in 1849:

“Soon the fires began to kindle wider and rise higher from the long
grass; the gentle breeze increased to stronger carrents, and soon fanned
the small, flickering blaze into fierce torrent-flames, which curled up
and leaped along in resistless splendor; and like quickly raising the
dark curtain from the lnminons stage, the scenes before me were sud-
denly changed, as if by the magician’s wand, into one boundless am-
phitheater, blazing from earth to heaven and sweeping the horizon
ronnd,—columus of lurid flames sportively mounting up to the zenith,
and dark clouds of crimson smoke curling away and aloft till they
nearly obscnred stars and moon, while the rushing, crashing sounds,
like roaring cataracts mingled with distant thunders, were almost deat-
ening; danger, death, glared all aronnd; it screamed for victims; yet,
notwithstanding the imminent peril of prairie fires, one is loth, irres-
olute, almost unable to withdraw or seek refuge.”

The following poem appeared in the Knoxville Journal of, March
27, 1850. 1{ was written for that paper by ¢ Flora” of Alstead, N.
H., on seeing a notice of a railroad meeting, in the Journal of De-
cember 12, 1849. It so beautifully and graphically pictures the
grandeur, the magnificence and splendor of the vast prairies of Knox
county as they were when cultivated by nature’s hand, and being pre-
pared especially for that excellent pioneer paper, and as it also refers
to the building of the first railroad over the fertile prairies of Knox,
we deem it well to give it in full. It is entitled

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE WEST.

Tho’ many a lingering year-has passed away
Since last I saw thee; yes, and many a day

Of grief, yet mem’ry still retains a zest

Of thee, ye lovely prairies of the West!

D’ve often rambled o’er thy verdant lawns,
‘Where bound the wild deer with the playful fawns;
Where every breeze wafts fragrance and delight,
Ana every prospeet charms the wandering sight;
I've seen thee clothed in thy rich, vernal dyes;
At every step new beauties met my eyes,

From where the sun first darts his morning rays,
To where he sinks in yonder deep, blue haze;
As on I stroll’d, through a long, bright day,
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Before me still, thou stretchest far away,

Beyond tlie utmost limits of my ken; -

Perhaps, methought, beyond the haunts of men,
Save the wild savage, and his wilder steed,

Who courses o’er thee with thelightning speed,
Pursuing still his wonted daily sport, g
Where'er the timorous, harmless deer resort,
With murd’rous weapons, and a murd'rous heart,
An eagle eye, he hurls the deadly dart,

And brings the fated victim to the ground.

Poor, helpless creature! thou hast thine death-wound ;
Oh, cruel sport! could I thy life defend,

(Like Cowper’s hare,) thou too should’st have a friend.

But I have wanderd. Say, ye fairy grounds,
Where is your termination ? where your bounds ?
No dense, dark forest, hill, or deep ravine,
Obstruets thy progress. naughtto intervene

Thy onward course. Where’er I turn my eyes
There springs a lily; here the wild pink vies
With clustering roses, and the rich blue bell,

The morning glories, and the daffodil,

And countless others; how and whence they came,
I leave for botanists to tell and name;

Ye lay before me, spreading far and wide,

From Tllinois to Mississippi’s t'de, {
One boundless picture, drawn by nature’s skill;
"Twere vain to imitate, let try who wi]l.

T've lingered long amid your magic scenes,
Which savor’d more of truth than poets’ dreams.
But list, ye flow’rets, there’s a secret plot,

To mar your beauty and to spread a blot

O’er your fair features, now so tresh with bloom,
Breathing on all around your sweet perfume;
Beauty is potent, and perchance you doubt it,

But mark my words, there’s no mistake about it;
Tho’ thou hast laid thy scenes far from the ocean, >
Thy Suacker friends have took the Yankee notion
Of making railroads all the wide world over,

That he who chooses soon may be a rover;

Fame says the tune has turned, and we believe her,
Your Western folks have caught the Eastern fever;
Tho’ now you grow in wild and sweet profusion,
Yet soon they’ll put their plan in execution.

The whole fraternity are now array’d

To crush your frecdom, and your rights invade;
For men who love to ride the iron rod,

Will lay you lifeless soon beneath the sod;
They’ll crush you with the ponderous, iron railing,
In spite of all your weeping and your wailing.

Ye rural beauties, you must disappear;

Yield your possessions to the engineer.
Henceforth no more the wild and playful decr

8
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Shall o’er your meadows bound ;

But rattling, rambling cars, with ceaseless steam,

And magic speed, propelled by Vulcan’s team,

Whose whips and spurs are fire and smoke and steam,
Shall occupy your ground.

THE BIG SNOW.

The big snow of 1830 will be vividly remembered by all the old
settlers. This was the heaviest snow ever known to have fallen in this
State. The snow began falling on the night of the 29th of December,
and continued to fall for three days and nights, until it reached an
average depth of about four feet, but drifting in places as high as from
eighteen to twenty feet. Great suffering was experienced in conse-
quence. The settlers relied for their daily food upon the Indian corn
which they were enabled to raise, together with wild game, which
was abundant at that time. Plenty of the former was raised to sup-
ply the wants of all until the next season’s crop; but when the snow
fell very little had been gathered. Game could not be had. The
great depth of snow was a barrier to all travel, and it may well be
imagined the sufferings of the people were very great indeed. Just
previous to the falling of this snow John G. Sanburn and Parnach
Owen went to Vandalia, then the State capital. Owen had not made
such preparations at home before he left that wounld permit him to
remain away any extended time, so he set out to return for this
county on horseback. In company with him was a Mr. Wright, of
Canton, and a member of the Legislature at the time. The snow was
so deep, and every trail so completely obliterated, that they got lost.
They could not turn back and retrace their steps, as no indication
whatever remained of their track five minutes after passing along.
No honse or shelter of any description was near, and the perils of the
night, which was fast approaching, were almost certain death if they
remained there. To make their situation more appalling, when com-
ing across alarge prairie in Fulton county their horses suddenly gave
out, utterly refusing to move a step. To remain there would be only
to freeze to death; so they determined to proceed on foot, and, taking
the saddles off their wearied animals, they laid them on the snow and
started on. The snow was so deep and the erust so thin‘that they
would often break through, making progress slow and tiresome; but
probably this action was the only thing which prevented them from
freezing to death. At last Canton was reached, but not until the feet
of Owen were very badly frozen; indeed, his boots were frozen so
tightly to his feet that they could not be taken off until bathed in
water for some time. The following morning a man was dispatehed
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after the horses, and they were found standing in the same positions
and places in which they were left the day before. Owen was com-
pelled to remain at Canton for several days, when, after his feet were
in a fit condition, he came to his home near Knoxville on snow-shoes,
that being almost the only mode of travel praecticable at that time,
The snow lay on the ground until about the first of April; and we
have little doubt that manya weary one during that long winter
sighed for the comforts of the “old home;” still, notwithstanding its
great dreariness and the greater sufferings of the people, none became
disheartened, for we find them in the spring of 1831 as determined
as ever to carve out for themselves a home in this truly beautiful
country.

GOING TO MARKET.

The early settlers experienced great trouble in marketing their pro-
duce. Grain was generally carted to Chicago, especially from the
northern part of the county, until the introduction of railroads.
Peoria was also a market, but more particularly from the western and
southern parts of the county; yet grain and hogs have been marketed
in Chicago from all parts of the county. Of course it took several
days to make the trip; and as there were few good hotels along
the route, the farmers generally slept in their wagons and prepared
their own meals along the road. Their cooking utensils consisted
usually of a frying-pan and a coffee-pot, and their bill of fare would
be hot coffee, bread and fried bacon.” At that time Chicago was
nothing better than a great, overgrown village, set down in what ap-
peared to be the lowest and muddiest spot in creation. The farmers
unloaded into a hopper, and the elevators were no better than will
usually be seen in most country towns. At times when roads were
good and prices a little up there was often a big rush; and as they slowly
unloaded and advanced the length of one team at a time, the unlucky
farmer would sometimes be delayed several hours before he could get
his grain into the hopper and the cash therefor into his pocket.

The price for wheat in Chicago ranged from forty cents to a dollar
and twenty cents a bushel, but it seldom reached as high as a dollar:
it generally ranged at fifty or sixty cents. The farmers were not in
any danger of becoming suddenly rich by selling their wheat at these
prices and carting it to Chieago; yet all enjoyed such trips, for many
things occurred on the way that make the old men, in now rehearsing
them, wish they were young again, and could once more repeat them,
as of old.

About 1842, while Jonathan Gibbs with scveral others were on their
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way to Chicago with wheat, and were sleeping in and about their
wagons, they were awakened before break of day by a man on his re-
tarn trip, who called out, as he came in sight of the sleepers: ¢ Ho!
all ye who are drawing wheat to Chicago for forty-seven cents a bushel,
you should be up and rolling on your way.”

Gaddial Scott, Johin Martz, Andrew Osborn, a Mr. Field and others,
made a trip to Chicago one fall. They could get but twenty-five cents
a bushel for their wheat in this county; so they thought they would
try the Chicago market, which was considerably better for them, as
they received  sixty-five cents a bushel, which they then regarded as a
large price, althongh they were eleven days and a half in making the
trip. Allowing thirty bnshels to the load, we find they received
$19.50 for the wheat, which, calculating the time spent in marketing,
is less than $1.70 a day for man and team. But when we reckon the
time and labor spent in growing, harvesting, threshing and cleaning
it, especially with their antique and much inferior machinery, we find
the compensations received for labor in those days were meager indeed.
Several little incidents occurred during the trip of the above men-
tioned gentlemen. Mr. Scott had never visited the city before, and
when they came in sight of it, noticing the masts of the ships which
lay in the river, he thonght they were a strip of dead timber. On
reaching the city and when near the river, driving along on one of
the busy streets, he was so much interested in the tall masts of the
shipping that he forgot to notice his team, which ran into the one
ahead of him, smashing the feed-box, which was always carried on the
rear end of thé wagon bed. A dog they had along became so bewil-
dered at the sights of the city that it forgot to follow its master closely,
and was accordingly lost. Several days afterward, howerver, it
returned home, with no desire whatever to take another trip to
Chicago.

Mr. Scott brought three barrels of salt home with him, for which
he paid $1.50 per barrel; the price for that article here being $3 per
bushel. Jonathan Gibbs says he paid that price for salt in 1838, get-
ting fifty-six pounds to the bushel. One cause for this staple article
being so high was that the 1llinois river was so shallow that naviga-
tion on it was prevented.

In the winter of 1841 Judge R. L. Hannaman drove 1,300 head
of hogs from Knoxville to Chicago. Tor these he paid $2 per hundred
pounds net. He had them slaughtered and packed in that city, and
shipped to New York and Boston. In the enterprise, which at the
time was a stupendous one, Mr. Hannaman lost $5,000. He had six-
teen boys employed to drive the stock, and consumed sixteen days’
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hard work to reach the city. Considerable trouble was experienced
in securing places to stop over night, as the number, both of boys and
hogs, was so large that but few settlers along the ronte conld aecom-
modate them. One night Mr. Hannaman and his whole company re-
mained with John II. Bryant, a brother of the poet, who was then
living in a comfortable dwelling on a fine farmn near Princeton. In
Chicago he stopped at the « Illinois Hotel,”” kept by Colonel Beaubien,
a Frenchman, who was quite extensively known through Northern
Illinois. In relating the incidents of the trip, the Judge remarked:
“ At that early day Chicago gave no hint or suspicion that she would
ever become the great commercial metropolis of the Northwest. She
was then a small town, situated in the midst of miry swamps, any
quantity of which I could have bought for almost nothlng, but would
not have accepted as a gift.”

In the winter of 1842-3 Jonathan Gibbs went to Peoria to sell his
pork; but the highest offer made him was by Cortennis & Griswold,
large packers, which was 13 cents per pound for dressed hogs, and 3%
cash or 4 cents in trade, for green hams, and the same for lard. Over
a fire-place in Mr. Gibbs’ log cabin sixteen barrels of lard were tried
out that fall. Such a stupendous job of work would scarcely be un-
dertaken by any family at the present time.

MONEY.

Money was an article little known and seldom seen among the
carher settlers. Indeed, they had but littie use for it, as all business
was transacted by trading one article for another. Great ingenuity
was developed in the barter of their commodities, and when this
failed long credits contributed to their convenience. But<or taxes
and postage neither the barter nor credit system would answer, and
often letters were suffered to remain a considerable time in the post-
office for want of 25 cents, which was then the postage on all letters from
any great distance; nor were they carried on the tast express or mail
trains. It wasonly every week or so thata lone horseman, with mail bag
thrown astride, would ride into a settlement or village. It, however,
the village was on the line of a stage route, the old stage coach would
make its appearance as often. It was not common then for persons
to get many letters; indeed, one or two a month was considered a
large mail. Nor did three cents pay the postage upon a letter at that
day. It seldom took less than twenty-five cents, or two “Dbits,”
Kentuckians would say.

Mr. Giles Cook, of Victoria, doubtlés§ very vividly remembers
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the old price of letter postage. IHe received notice that there was
a letter for him at the postoffice, which at that time was located at
the residence of Mr. Bradford, about seven miles east of Knoxville.
Mr. Cook accordingly called for his letter, but as the postage was due,
and the post-master would not permit him to open it until it was
paid, which he could not do, he was unable to get it. He at once set
about to earn the required amount; and after five or six weeks’ extra
exertion, succeeded in raising enough to pay the postage on that one
letter. When he opened the hard-earned epistle, he found therein a
check for $50, which- was abundant compensation for half a year’s
labor.

While money was so exceedingly difficult to obtain that but little
was ever accumulated, yet the pioneers really needed but little. They
seldom received a letter,and their taxes were light. For instance, the
first year after arrival, A. C. Higgins paid taxes to the amount of five
cents. This was on a silver watch he carried, it being the only taxa-
ble property he then possessed. In 1836 Gaddial Scott paid his taxes,
which amounted to $1.374, with a wolf scalp and 374 cents in money,
being three silver pieces of 124 cents each, or three “bits,” as they
were called in that early day. This was the full amount of taxes upon
about $1,100 worth of property.

FIRST CELEBRATION.

The 4th of July, 1836, was the first national anniversary day es-
pecially celebratea in Knox county. The exercises were held in
Sanburn’s Grove, near Knoxville, and were attended by between 600
and 700 people,—one dollar a couple being charged for the dinner,
which was sumptuously served. The meat, which consisted of beef,
veal, mutton and pork, was roasted in a pit in the ground, by Harrison
Bell. Col. Herman Knox was very enthusiastic over the affair and
took an active part, furnishing from his store the dishes used. Not
being able to clean off the tables that night, as doubtless all wanted
to partake and not miss any of the pleasures of the festive occasion,
*Old Black Joe” was hired to stand gnard over them until next
morning.

This was a memorable celebration, and for its magnitude at the
time many thought it would scarcely ever be surpassed. Indeed, one
of the prominent men in addressing another said, “If you live here
for 20 years, you will never see this beaten.”

Elder Gardner Bartlett made the opening prayer, and Hon. James
Knox delivered the oration, after which the audience formed in line
and marched to the tables spread under the boughs of a large tree.
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MILITIA.

For many yearsin the early history of the county the “ State militia”
organizations held their regnlar semi-annual drills, which was always a
source of much pleasure, and a gala day for all. The company drills
were held in the spring in various portions of the county, but in the
fall all of the militia-men assembled at one place, when regimental
exercises were observed. During the meantime the officers had their
drill muster, when instructions: were given. Thomas McKee was
chosen Major in 1838, and for several years held the office. In 1846,
when the war between the United States and Mexico commenced, Major
MecKee gave orders to his captains to have the men assemble at Knox-
ville on a certain day. The captains informed the non-commissioned
officers, and they in turn circulated the call ‘among the rank and file.
Upon the appointed day about 1,500 of the militia men assembled.
After the usual preliminary forming and marching the Major formed
them into a hollow square; then mounting a wagon which stood in
the centre, he addressed them on the subject of enlisting in the ser-
vice of their country in the war with Mexico. After his stirring
speech, which aroused and fired the patriotism of the men, the
martial band took up the call and in musical strains discoursed from
the drum and fife many of the soul-stirring national airs of the day,
which raised their patriotic spirits to a still higher pitch. When the
Major at the head of the band called out as they marched off; “ Now,
gentlemen, all you that want to go to Mexico, come along,” immedi-
ately 109 men joined him, showing thereby their willingness to go to
the front. It was the Major’s desire to start right off that night for
Springfield to have the company accepted; but many of the older men
thought him too hasty; that he had not considered matters sufficiently ;
that such a course would be rash and uncalled for: so at their solici-
tation he sent the report of his company having been raised, by mail.
As the quota of the State was only six regiments, of course it was
soon filled; so, when the letter from Major McKee reached Springfield,
every company asked for had been furnished and no more would be
accepted, which completely dampened the military ardor of the
Major and his men. They remained, however, in readiness to answer
a call at a moment’s warning, but happily for them none was ever
made, as they were not needed.

BEE-HUNTING.

During the early settlement of this part of the State, one of the
prevailing customs of the pioneers was ‘“bee-hunting.” Often a
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small company would travel many miles into a wild, unsettled country,
in search of the sweet-flavored honey of the wild bee. Large trees,
containing many gallons, and often a barrel, were frequently found by
bee-hunters. The little, busy bees would be carefully watched as

they flew heavily laden with the richest extract of the flowers that

were purely native and unknown to the present generation. They
always took a “bee line” for their homes. This was a correct gnide

to the sturdy hunter, who had studied with care the ways of the bee

and by their knowledge took advantage of the little insect. Once on
the trail, good bee-hunters were almost certain .to capture the rich
prize. After the bee tree was discovered it was no trouble to get
possession of the honey. The trée was felled, and the hunters would
rush for their booty ere it was lost by running out upon the ground.

In 1827 Andy Osborn, Andrew Scott, John Slatten and Gaddial
Scott, four sturdy young men from Sangamon county, made a tour
through this country in search of honey. They pushed ahead, over
prairie and through timber, until Henderson Grove in this county
was reached. Ilere they discovered two well filled trees, and with-
out trouble were soon possessors of their delicious contents. This

little company camped on the land now owned by John Miles, on the

Warren and Knox county line. They remadined for one week, during

which time they met neither white man nor negro. The only persons’
these explorers met, from the time of their leaving Sangamon county

until they returned, were a Mr. Atwood and his son, who lived south
on the old Galena road.-
When we remember that all of this section of the country was not

inhabited save by the red man and wild beasts of forest and prairie,’
one will certainly come to the eonc¢lusion that-the Sangamon county’
boys were great lovers of honey, or else were fearless of danger and’

cared not for hardship. Mr. Gaddial Scott seemed to have formed a

good impression of Knox county, for we find him moving here a few’

Years after.

These men were the first, so far as we know, who crossed the prai-:

ries of Knox county. THunters and travelers had previously been

here, but when, or who they were, is not known. "Mr. Scott and Mr.".

Osborn subsequently came to the county to live, and the former is at
the present time an active citizen.

Knox county seems to have been espeeially favored in quantity ot
honey produced by the wild bees. Trees eontaining them were in
great abundance. Indecd, the county was known as a land flowing
with honey. There were men living within its boundaries who fol-
lowed no other business than gathering honey and the honeycomb.

P
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They made their regnlar trips to market, disposing of their stock.
The wax was the principal article, however, that they marketed.
While John G. Sanburn was in the mercantile business at Henderson,
he sent to St. Louis several barrels of strained honey at one time, to-
gether with a large quantity of beeswax. The price generally paid
for honey was 374 cents per gallon.

Parnach Owen took nine gallons of strained honby and twenty-two
pounds of wax from one tree, which, although often excelled, was an
extra good tree.

Casks were often made of hollow bass-wood logs, from one to three
feet long, with a bottom set in. These were made watertight and
were used for years.

COURTS.

Although the early settlers were peaceable, neighborly and law-
abiding, yet sessions of the Circuit Court were necessary to be held.
At the first and second sessions, however, the grand jury found no
violation of law coming under their province. Of course the usual
preliminary business was attended to. For a more minute sketch of
the first sessions of court held in the county we refer our readers
again to Chapter 1I. The following incident illustrates the habits of
the people and the hardships of the legal gentlemen during those
times:

Judge Richard M. Young and State’s Attorney Thomas Ford
traveled together throughout their judicial cireuit, which included
all the northern portion of the State. On a trip (which was about the
first) from Galena to Knoxville, they wandered from the main trail,
and soon became lost. On they traveled, yet they failed to reach
their destination. Night came on, finding them in a wild country
without food or shelter. They concluded they might as well become
resigned to their situation, and accordingly lay down upon the grass-
carpeted earth in the wild forest and passed the night. On the fol-
lowing morning they pursued their journey, yet again failed to come
to the little log court-house in the newly laid out town of Knoxville.
They kept on and finally brought up at Mrs. Elizabeth Owen’s cabin
in Haw Creek township. From there they were directed to the right
road for Knoxville. But let us go with the two gentlemen still
farther. Although both possessed giant inds, yet the difference of
their stature was very great, and when seen together approached al-
most the Indicrons. Judge Young was an extraordinarily tall and
slimly built man,. while Governor Ford was uncommonly small.
While holding court at Knoxville, they put up with Landlord New-
man, who kept a store and hotel in his two-roomed log house that
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stood on the west side of the square of that city. Besides the room
(to the rear of the store-room) in which the family lived and which was
dining-room, kitchen, sleeping-room, parlor, ete., there wasa small
loft above, the ceiling of which was very low, and the sides extending
but two logs above the ceiling of the main story. There were no pre-
tensions of this loft being furnished, save a pallet made on rough-hewed
boards. This apartment was reached by a ladder which stood in one
corner of the store-room. The two statesmen were assigned the loft
as their sleeping-room. Atnight they ascended the ladder, and groping
around finally deposited their forms upon their rude couch for a night’s
rest. Yes, these great men, one of whom afterward served witlt dis-
tinction in the United States Senate, and the other filled the Guber-
natorial chair of a great State, once had no better acecommodations
than those described above, which are not at all overdrawn.

A landlord from the East, who came to keep the hotel in Knoxville,
being accustomed to see judges robed in their judicial gowns, with
attendants and considerable pomp manifested, made great preparations
on the arrival of Judge Ralston to hold court. He had not seen the
Judge, and of course did not know him. Noon arrived, and the land-
lord had dinner spread and waiting for the arrival of his distinguished
guest. He patiently watched and waited for him, supposing he
would come attended by the sheriff and bailiff. So engaged was he in
watching that he did not notice a common, every-day sort of a man
pass in by him and take his seat at the table without even so much as
removing his hat. This individual was none other than the eminent
Judge. After much delay the landlord made some inquiries of the
gentleman seated at the table, respecting the arrival of the Judge, and
great was his amazement when the same gentleman informed him that
he was thé Judge himself. Even though such great and extra prepara-
tions had been made for the reception of the honored Judge, he had
about finished the sumptuous dinner spread for him before the land-
lord knew who he was; and he was not long in learning afterward
that Western jurists made no unnecessary display in matters of dress
and manners, but indeed were as other men.

To convey to Springfield the money collected for State taxes, was
one of the most risky and dangerous duties the earliest treasurers of
the county had to petform. There was one treasurer especially
troubled over taking thisannual trip to the State capital. He greatly
teared being robbed on the way, and therefore contrived an ingenious
plan to secrete the money. He had alarge, heavy pair of boots made.
They were much larger than he usually wore, and in the soles of
these he secreted the money, where he thought the unsuspecting high-
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CHAPTER II

IMPORTANT LABORS OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS® COURT.
ORGANIZATION.

In the spring of 1830, two years after the first white man had lo-
cated in the eounty of Knox, it was thought there was a sufficient
number of inhabitants to justify an organization. Accordingly a
public meeting was held at the store of Samuel S. White, in Hen-
derson township, May 15, 1830. This store stood near the resi-
dence of John B. Gum, and in the early days was known as a
tavern, but at present such a place would be commonly known as a
saloon. The building was a one-story log cabin,about 16 feet square,
and contained but one room. Riggs Pennington was chosen Chair-
man and John G. Sanburn Secretary. The original minutes of the
meeting are still extant, and in the possession of Mr. F. G. Sanburn,
of Knoxville, who kindly loaned them to us. Among the pioneers
present at this the first meeting looking forward to the organization
of one of the wealthiest, inost beautitul counties of the State, were
Riggs Pennington, John G. Sanburn, Philip Hash, Stephen Osborn,
Dr. Charles Hansford, Henry Bell, Jacob Gum, Nicholas Voiles and
John B. Gum.

Dr. Hansford, Riggs Pennington and John G. Sanburn were ap-
pointed to draft a petition addressed to the Honorable Richard M.
Young, Judge of the Fifth Judicial District, praying for the organi-
zation of the county. Another committee was appointed to present
this petition to the Judge and address him in the interests of the or-
ganization. This committee was composed of Peanington, Hash,
Hansford and Osborn. These gentlemen shortly afterward proceeded
to Lewistown, Fulton county; and while the Cirenit Court was in ses-
sion, laid their petition before the Judge, who, believing the county
contained 850 inhabitants, the number required by law, and that the
majority desired the organization, did, on the 10th day of June, de-
clare, by virtue of the power invested in him, the said county of Knox
to be organized and entitled to the same rights and privileges as the
other counties in the State.

This step was soon supplemented by another of equal importance;
for there must necessarily be official heads to conduct the public
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affairs of the newly organized community. Accordingly, at Galena,
shortly afterward, Judge Young issued an order for an election for the
purpose of choosing three commissioners. This election was held on
the 3d day of July, 1830, being the first election ever held in Knox
county. Riggs Pennington, Philip Hash and Dr. Charles IIansford
were elected County Commissioners without opposition. The judges
and clerks of the election were Jacob Gnm, Nicholas Voiles, Stephen
Osborn, William McMurtry and Jonathan Reed. These gentlemen,
for services rendered at this election, were paid each 75 cents.

FIRST MEETINGS OF TIIE COURT.

Four days after the election the Commissioners held their first meet-
ing. But little business was transacted beyond organizing the Court
and electing John B. Gum Clerk. This session was held at the resi-
dence of John B. Gum, on section 82, Henderson township, about 4
miles northwest of Galesburg. This house was a one-story, double
log cabin, each division containing but one room. This was the tem-
porary seat of justice until the log court-house was built at Knox-
ville. The first term of ‘the Circuit Conrt was also held there, with
the generous and eminent jurist, Judge Young, presiding. At no
distant day the citizens of Knox county will note with pride the
erection of' a magnificent court-house. Then will a comparison with
the little log cabin, used as a dwelling, court-house, hotel and post-
office, that stood near the south edge of Henderson Grove, be most
striking.

At the second meeting of the Commissioners’ Court, held at the
same place on the 9th, two days after their first session, John G. San-
burn was appointed Clerk, John B. Gum declining the honors. He
was, however, on the same day appointed Treasnrer of the county. A
bond of §500 was required of him, which seems very small when com-
pared with that of the present incumbent, J. L. Burkhalter, who is
held under bonds to the amount of $240,000. Mr. Sanburn may prop-
erly be considered as the first County Clerk. He filled the office to the
greatest satisfaction of every resident of the county for many years;
and not only the office of County Clerk, but also those of Cirenit
Clerk, Recorder, Probate Judge, Notary Public and Postmaster. The
latter office, it was often said, he carried around in his hat. The Court
ordered that an election be held on the 1st day of August, 1830. The
entire county, which was at that time larger than at present, constituted
but one election precinet. Jacob Gum, Nicholas Voiles and Thomas
Maxwell were appointed judges of this election.

~The gencral use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage prevailed
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throughout the conntry then, as now. There was nothing, however,
in the custom of drinking peculiar to this county. Many of the
pioneers, no doubt, drank freely from the contents of the “little brown
jug,” which they regarded the elixir of life.

One of the first acts of the Court was to grant to Samuel S. White
alicense to keep a tavern, or saloon, on payment of §2 and clerk’s fee.
They also established the following

TAVERN RATES FOR THE REGULATION OF SAMUEL S. WHITE.

IBor adhalfi pintiof whiskge cerit. St . i I L e R R ..1214 cents.
For a half pintof brandy.........c.ciie ciiiieiiiiiiietaieostesioansn. 1824 cents.
RorrahalfipintfofRwinets ot oa S Lk s R o e T s 25 cents.
Henatmeal fofivietuals . LB 2o o Ll B - G L AR e C e L R L R TR 25 cents.
For lodging for one person one night..........oovoeeeeiiiiina .o, 1224 cents.
For a teed of corn or oats for a horse........cooeeeveiiiueveines e 1214 cents.
' For feed and stabling for a horse, one night.........c.coioiivieeanan, 25 cents.

For many years every person taking out a-tavern license was regu-
lated by a special act of the Court.

Samuel S. White was at that time a young man of bright intellect
and withal a shrewd business fellow. He was a native of this State,
came to this county in the spring of 1830, and opened his tavern on
section 83, Henderson township. The principal object in taking out
a tavern license was that he might legally sell liquors. 1t is true that
occasionally a traveler would come along who would prefer sleeping in
a house, but this was only the exception, for in most'cases they would
camp out. But White did not expect to make his money by keeping
an inn, but rather from the profits derived from the sale of liquors.
He left the county in 1834 and went to Iowa, where during the same
year he laid out the present flourishing city of Burlington. While
Major McKee was in that place a short time after, he met Mr. White,
who offered him ten choice lots for four horses and a wagon the Major
had with him. In 1848 White went to Oregon, taking with him
more than $10,000 in money. Thus we have a brief sketch of the
first saloon-keeper of Knox county.

Although letter postage was exceedingly high, and the few settlers
seldom received any mail, yet they deemed it necessary to have a post-
office established in the county. Accordingly, the Commissioners
ordered the Clerk to notity the Postmaster General *that the county
of Knox is organized and that the seat of justice for said county is at
the house of John B. Gum, Esq., and request him to supply the said
county with a mail as soon as may be practicable.”

Another special term of the County Commissioners’ Court was held
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July 17th. At this session the county was divided into two districts
for the election of justices of the peace anc constables, in each. The
first, or Henderson Distriet, included all that portion of the county
lying north of the line separating Galesburg from Cedar township,
and contained 14 townships. The second, or ¢ Spoon River ” Distriet,
included all that portion of the county lying south of the same line,
and contained eight townships.

The house of John B. Gum was chosen as the place to hold the
election in Henderson Distriet. Jacob Gum, Nicholas Voiles and
Thomas Maxwell were appointed judges of said election, which was
to be held August 7, this being the date on which the regular State
election was held. The election in Spoon River District was held at
the house of Abraham Swartz. Abraham Swartz, Hiram Palmer and
Parnach Owen were appointed judges.

Until the organization of the county it was attached, for judicial
purposes, to Fulton county, which had been organized some years
previous. The assessment of taxes in the county had been made by
Fulton county: but now that Knox had been organized, the liberty-
loving spirit of the Commissioners enkindled a desire to collect their
own taxes. Accordingly they addressed a *“ memorial” to the Com-
missioners of Fulton county asking to be allowed to collect all taxes
for the past year, the assessment of which had been made by that
county. The request was granted, and accordingly Sheriff Osborn
collected such personal taxes. He returned to the Treasurer the full
amount collected, deducting his commission of $1.565. Although the
total amount of taxes collected was exceedingly small, yet this allow-
ance seems a very meager compensation for riding over a large
county in its state of native wildness. Mr. Osborn returned. $19.32
as the sum total collected as personal taxes for the year 1830.

At the election held August 7, 1830, Riggs Pennington, Philip
Hash and Alexander Frakes were elected County Commissioners.
The new Court convened September 7th and proceeded to the election
of grand and petit juries for the October term of the Circuit Court,
being the first term. It required about two-thirds of all the legal
voters in the county to constitute these juries. For grand-jurymen
the following gentlemen were chosen: Abraham Swartz, Hiram
Palmer, Azel Dorsey, Perry Morriss, Parnach Owen, William Palmer,
Benjamin Coy, Matthew D. Coy, James Reynolds, John B. Gum, Sol-
omon Davis, William Lewis, John Vaughn, Charles Hansford, Wil-
liam McMurtry, James MeMurtry, Alexander Robertson, Daniel Rob-
ertson, Robert Greenwell, Solomon Denbow, Alexander Osborn, Jacob
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Gum and Wilson Brown. The petit-jurymen selected were: Nich-
olas Voiles, Urban Reynolds, Thomas Maxwell, Zephaniah Gum,
Jonathan C. Reed, Jesse D. Gum, James Guam, Morton McCarver,
Peter Bell, Rees Jones, John D. Rountree, Josiah Fuqua, James
Goft, John Norton, Andrew Osborn, Turner R. Rountree, John Mont-
gomery, Nicholas Rice, Hnmphrey Finch, Thomas Finch, Berryman
Jennings, William Consland, Robert Nance and Michael Tybast.
William McMurtry was chosen foreman of the grand jury.

CIRCUIT COURT.

On Friday, the first day of October, 1830, the first term of the
Circuit Court was held. There were present in attendance on the
Court, Ionorable Richard M. Young, Jundge; John G. Sanburn,
Olerk; Stephen Osboru, Sheriff. In the absence of Thomas Ford,
State’s Attorney, James M. Strode wasappointed pro tem. This term
lasted but one day, and was held in the honse of John B. Gum, tem-
porary county-seat of Knox county. But little business was trans-
acted, the grand and petit juries being discharged without performing
any Guties.

At the next term of the Circuit Court, which was held in June,
1832, the grand jury returned into Court the report ¢ that they had
no business before them, and knew of no violation of the law, which
it was made their duty to notice.” This report is certainly highly
complimentary to the pioneers; for, even without the refining and
elevating influence of schools and churches, without wealth or aristoc-
racy, they lived in peace, in strict obedience to law; and by the most
charitable and neighborly acts and nniversal good-will for mankind
they won the love and respect of all who knew them. It is true, they
occasionally had their fights, but the animosity toward each other
disappeared long before thescars and effects of the blows and seratches.
They liad their encounters, all enjoyed them, and when over, the
principals shook hands, all took a drink and the trouble was thought
of no more. For many years the only cases before the justices of
the peace were of assaunlt and battery. These dignitaries enjoyed
the fights as much as others, bu# the law must be enforced. so they,
in their dignity as officers, sat in judgment upon the participants,
and usually imposed a severe penalty.

The first ease before the Circuit Court of Knox county was a bill for
divorece. This action was bronght by Rhoda Tanner against her hus-
band, John Tanner, who at that time was not a resident of the State
of Illinois. After a long process of law a divorce was granted to the
complainant. Her -attorney was James W. Whiting, who by the
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order of the Court was to prosecute her case without any fees, charge
or reward.

REVENUE.

In December, 1830, the Commissioners’ Court held another session,
beginning Monday the 6th. The Commissioners, as the supreme
officials of the county, did. not appropriate to themselves exorbitant
salaries. Indeed, we find the compensations received for their public
services were quite small, even for that early time. For instance, at this
meeting the sum of $3 was allowed Philip Hash for attendance at four
terms of the Commissioners’ Court; $1.50 to Charles Hansford for his
attendance at three terms; to Riggs Pennington as payment in full
for his services at the several terms, including the present, $4.50, and
to Alexander Frakes $3. Stephen Osborn, as Sheriff, was paid $3 for
attendance at all the terms of the Court. John G. Sanburn declined
to accept any compensation for his services as Clerk previous to the
present term. Nor did Mr. Gum charge an extravagant price for
the use of his cabin for public purposes. The sum of 4 was appro-
priated as payment in full to him for the use of his house for Circuit
Court, Commissioners’ Court and election purposes to the year 1831.

The source of the largest revenue at that time was from the State.
The tax on personal property was at the rate of 3 of 1 per cent.
The following very interesting report was made by Treasurer Gum,
March 7, 1831, and is the first one ever made by a Treasurer of Knox
County.

Tae County oF KNOX, IN ACCOUNT WITH JOHN B. Guar, Cr.
By specie received of Samuel S. White for tavern license................... $ 2 00
By amount of the revenuereceived from the State Treasury for the year 1830,
being the specie received in exchange for the same............c...o... 320 00

By amount received from the Sheriff, being the amount collected by him for
taxes on personal property for the year 1830......................... 19 32
JUCTERTIRPART FReCl MTETNAIT RN 5L SHELIRTT ORRTE (o ML o5 Ssmer s s ST, L $341 32

The county of Kuox debtor to seven county orders of 75 cents each, one for
$1 50 and one for $4 00................. Vs o] Togias NG AN 5, Total, § 10 75

Balance remaining in County Treasury this 7th day of March, 1831..... $330 57 °

FIRST COURT-HOUSE.

The citizens of the county soon aspired to the erection of a court-
house and the building of a town. They accordingly procured from
the Legislature an act defining the location of the county-seat and

authorizing the Commissioners to lay off the town. The location of
9 .
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the town in which the court-house should be built was on the south-
west quarter of section 28, township 11 north, 2 east, Knox township.
This place was christened “Henderson” by the Legislature, at the
same time; but in two years thereafter it was changed by that body
to “ Knoxville,” in honor of General Knox of Revolutionary fame.
This act, which also defined the boundary lines of the county, was
approved by Governor Reynolds, Jannary 15, 1831.

Now that the location of the county-seat had been determined, the
Commissioners, with the same energy and enterprise which has since
marked the great strides of both publie and private improvements of
this county, proceeded to lay off the town and build the court-house.
At a special meeting held March 12, 1831, they submitted the plans
to the public, setting forth that the contract would be let to the low-
est responsible bidder. The first contract for the erection of the build-
ing was let to William Lewis for $78. The second, for the com-
pletion, was given to Parnach Owen, his bid being $100. The total
cost of this, the first court-house of Knox county, and its furniture,
was:

Erection of building..... .. RN, s Eoi, 1 0 BTS2 s 50 0 4 § 78 00
Completion of same........c.ovviviiieevarnnannnren ... 100 00
Sixtextrafwindows 280 1 2 T 6 00
Chinking, daubing and underpinning.... ................ 37 50
Pipper floonsato, L0 0L AL L0l S L G R LR HLBRO0
Judges’ stand, tables, benches, and fitting window..... . 43 00
Btove and-pipe............. ... 00 00 S S S
Laying floor, stairway, and window shutters............... 74 93

Total. ... ... .0l i, .o e A S $395 43

This court-house was rather an imposing structure for the time,
being two stories in height and containing several large windows.
True, the architecture was not of ancient grandeur or elegance, nor
of our more modern style; but we doubt not, when the building was
completed, it was looked upon with as much pride as the people of
to-day view the showy structures built after the latest and most ap-
proved plans. The site selected was the sonthwest corner of lot 10 in

- block 5, fronting south on Main street, or more intelligibly speaking,
just to the rear or west of the First National Bank building, standing
on the northwest corner of West Main street and the Square. Appar-
ently the contractors did not have the means to carry on the work, for
we find the Commissioners paid one-third of the amount of all con-
tracts before the work began. The contractors, however, were re-
quired to furnish bonds in the penal sum of double the amount of
contract price. 4
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COUNTY SEAT.

The contract for furnishing posts and stakes for laying ont the new
town was let to Andrew O~b01 n for the sum of $15. Parnach Owen
was employed to make the survey, for which he received the sum of
124 cents per lot of one-quarter acre each. The full compensation he
received for laying off the town of Henderson (Knoxville) was $18.25,
and as payment for this aniount he was obliged to take town lots.

The State Legislature had designated the quarter section upon
which the county-seat should stand, but that body had not the power
to convey to the county of Knox the title to this land, being what
was known as ‘“Congress land.” The United States Government
alone had the power to make such conveyance. It could, however,
be pre-empted by the County Commissioners for county purposes.
In order to comply with or take advantage of this right and privilege,
Rees Jones was appointed to go to the land office at Springtield, and
in behalf of the county pre-empt the said quarter section.” The price
of this, as of all other Government land, was $1.25 per acre.

Thus the county purchased the land upon which the business and
much of the residence portion of the city of Knoxville now stands, for
the sum of $200. Rees Jones was paid §8 for making the trip to
Springfield as agent for the county.  He was compelled to give bonds
for the faithful performance of his mission. The new town having
been surveyed, large, hard-wood stakes were driven, designating the
corner of each lot, and being also the only gunide to the location of
streets. Everything was then in readiness for a grand sale. Satur-
day, April 23, 1831, was the day appointed for the sale of lots at pub-
lic auction. The settlers assembled from all parts of the county upon
the site of the proposed village, each anxious to become the owner of
a town lot. Lots seem to have met with a ready sale at fair prices,
which is the best evidence that the pioneers were not only enthusi-
astic in sentiment in relation to the bright prospects and future great-
ness of the town they were about to found, but were also willing to
lend all thie material aid in their power to the consummation of the
much desired end. At this sale there were 79 lots sold, for an aggre-
gate of $1,256. The highest price received for a single lot was 861
and the lowest was $2.

JUDICIOUS AND LIBERAL COMMISSIONERS.

The Commissioners were, evidently liberal and hospitable. They
would not invite the people to a wild, uncivilized place to attend the
sale without providing refreshments. This they did, and at their
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next meeting paid out of county funds $1.75 to Morton Carver for
providing the same. 'We imagine that corn-dodgers and whisky
were the laxuries furnished on this memorable occasion. Not only
would we call them hospitable, but also wise- and judicions, for they
clearly adhered to what they believed to be for the best interests of the
whole people. They paid out but little money. Indeed, we find that
many bilis were paid in town lots. So judicious were they, and so
carefully did they use the public purse, that even with the exceedingly
small revenue at command, they were enabled, as early as 1835, to ac-
cumulate and loan the sum of $900. In a new country, where it was
necessary to survey and make all roads, to bridge streams, build
ferries, to erect public buildings, and to provide many other public
conveniences, this showing is surely creditable to the business ability
and personal integrity of the Commissioners. Undoubtedly the pub-
lic affairs were as judiciously managed by these rough and sturdy
pioneers as they would have been by a more refinedand cultured
people. They read the law, accepting a plain, common-sense inter-
pretation. They did not attempt to manipulate the wording into
varions meanings, nor place upon it a construction to suit their own
particular views. They could construe it but one way. The plain
statement of law had to them but one meaning, and that must be
strictly followed. Everything was done as the law required, as nearly
as they could comprehend it. As an illustration showing that these
were the cardinal principles of the early fathers, we refer to one
especial act, taken from the records of the Commissioners’ Court.
Roads were laid out by the county, as reqnired by the people of
various sections. A resident wonld present a petition, signed by
“gundry citizens,” for a road, on depositing $10, to defray the ex-
pense of viewing. Should the road prove not to be of general utility,
a commission was appointed to *‘view out’ the desired road. They
then made a report to the Court whether or not the road was required.
In 1832 a petition was presented by some of the citizens for a road
trom Henderson toward Rock Island, as far as the county line.
Viewers were appointed, who, after carefully examining the proposed
route and surroundings, made a report to the Cominissioners recom-
mending the laying outof the road. Indeed,they urged that the road
wonld be of the greatest possible utility. On that point, however, the
Commissioners were fully satisfied, but after a close examination of
the report they decided that it was not made out according to law, and
the law must be rigidly followed. The people all with one accord de-
sired the road, but as the report failed to comply with the strict letter
of the law in its construction, the Conrt refused to grant the request.
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For making the assessment of taxes for 1831, John G. Sanburn re-
ceived $8, which is only about oue-tenth the amount now paid for
assessing a single township. The city of Galesburg alone pays nearly
eighty times that snin for assessing its own taxes. The total amount
of taxes collected for that year was $43.47; for the yéar 1877 the
amount was $340,000. Sheriff Osborn collected 15 cents unjustly
from Joseph Hoff, who was a resident of Warren county. The Com-
missioners ordered the Treasurer to return 15 cents to the Sheriff, and
gave him public instructions to convey the same to Hoff.

The unfortunate and helpless ones of our race appeared in the
county simultaneously with ecivilization; and that spirit of charity
which is so nobly evineed to-day by the people of this county in the
care of its poor and helpless, was implanted in the hearts of the fathers,
and as far back as 1831 manifested itself in noble and generous deeds.
On the 2d day of May of that year first mention of a pauper is made
on the public records. Joshua Stinson was that day let out to Stephen
Osborn, “he being the lowest bidder.”” The benevolence, the desire
to relieve the sufferings of man, that was displayed in the infancy and
poverty of the county has kept pace with its wonderful progress in
public improvements, in wealth and in refinement.

SCHOOL COMMISSIONER.

By an aet of Congress the 16th section of land in each township
was set apart, and the proceeds of its sale nsed, for common-school
purposes. A Commissioner was accordingly appointed in each county
to superintend the sale of such land and take charge of its proceeds.
On the 5th of September, 1831, Abraham Swartz received :the ap-
pointment from the County Commissioners as Commissioner of school
lands. Although fully as remunerative as any other official position
in the county, evidently Mr. Swartz did not desire it, for we find he
did not furnish the required bond. This he could have easily done,
no doubt. The Commissioners who appointed him would have as
willingly become his bondsmen. A little over a year elapsed before
anything further was done in regard to this office. Then (September,
1832) William* McMurtry, long one of the most popular eitizens of
the county, was appointed to fill the position. He served in that
capacity for many years, and by his excellent judgment and personal
integrity, together with the studious attention he gave to the advance-
ment of our common-gchool system, much good was done for the pro-
gress of the eddeational interests ot the county, and a large revenue
derived from the sale of school lands. He gave bonds in the sum of
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812,000, this being the largest furnished by any official for several
years.

That elections were not as expensive in the earlier years as at pres-
ent is plainly shown by the cost of the election in 1832. The expense
for the entire county was but 50 cents. The general elections were
held in Au orust during the first few years of the connty’s existence,
or until 1849. No tickets were used, each voter casting his ¢ ballot”
in the old ziva voce way.

LOG JAIL.

F

Necessarily, as faithtul historians, we must mar the pleasant progress
of this chapter by reference to prison bars. Among the pioneers there
were wicked and vicious people,—those who wantonly violated law
and order, thus making themselves odious and dangerous to the com-
munity. Such characters must be restrained and punished. To ae-
complish this a place of confinement must be erected wherein they
might be incarcerated. Accordingly, Sept. 14, 1832, a contract was.
entered into with John G. Sanburn to build a jail, the stipulated price
being $250. However, for some unexplained reason, the Commis-
sioners deducted $5.25 from the original amount. The building was not
accepted and the money paid over until June 7, 1838; although it had
been completed and in use for several years. This primitive prison was
construeted of logs, and was about 20 feet square. It stood on the
west side of the square, north of the court-house. After the old brick
jail at Knoxville was erected the log structure was abandoned, and
some years afterward was moved into the country on the northwest
quarter of section 20, Knox township, owned by Chris. Burrell, and
used for a corn-crib. This old jail served in its day as well perhaps
as the modern and much more costly structure. It is quite certain,
Liowever, that the experienced criminals of to-day would be confined
in its wooden walls but a short time ere they would effect their liberty.
Various attempts were made by prisoners to make their escape from
this, the first jail building in the county. One effort, long remem-
bered by the earlier residents of Knoxville, was made by a Mr. Din-
gle, a blacksmith, who had been incarcerated unjustly for the alleged
crime of obtaining cattle under false pretenses, at Henderson. It was
on Sunday forenoon, while a majority of the people of the quiet little
village of Knoxville were attending religioas services. Rev. William
Clark, an old soldier of. the Crosss now residing at Abingdon, was
preaching. During the discourse the alarm of fire was given; the
jail was burning. Everybody rushed from the meeting. Dingle, in
order to liberate himself, had set fire to the wooden door, and ir the
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attempt he came near losing his life, besides making confusmn of the
peace and quietude of the religious services.

KNOXVILLE NAMED.

Apparently the people soon grew to dislike the name by which their
county-seat had been christened. Perhaps, however, it was not be-
cause they really disliked the name “Henderson,” but because they
had greater love for another which they desired their town should
wear. Steps were taken as early as 1832 to make this change. Dur-
ing December of that year an act was passed by the Legislature, and
approved the 22d, changing the name of the town of “ Henderson”
to that of “Knoxville.” Since that time the little log settlement has
grown into a neat and beautiful city. The first mention, however, of
the new name on the records ‘does not occur until Monday, March 4,
1833.

LICENSES.

The rate of tavern or saloon license was advanced in 1834 to $5,
while the price of whisky was reduced from 124 cents to 61 cents per
half pint. This seems, without explanation, to be an injustice to the
vendors of ardent spirits; but the sagacions Commissioners evidently
saw in the traffic too great profit,and with the same fidelity to the in-
terests of the county always manifested they deemed it well to make
this change. While it might appear to the reader that the fathers
acted from personal motive in making this reduction, yet a glance at
their past official acts would convince the most skeptical that the
county’s interests were above personal gain. License for peddling
elocks was raised in 1835 from $12.50 per year to $50 a quarter. The
Commissioners no doubt thonght this class of dealers were imposing
upon their eonstituency, and evidently charged this exorbitant license
tee for the purpose of keeping them out of the county entirely.

Dealers in general merchandise paid $8 per year for the privilege
of supplying the people with the necessities of life, that being the
standard price for this license (excepting the first year, when it was
$10) until 1837, when all traffic and trade was commenced to be car-
ried on withoutlicense. Even “taverns”—the saloons of early days
—were not restricted by any county enactments. The amount
charged for ferry license was small, being only $2. It was the mini-
mum of all licenses ever issued excepting those granted to run taverns
the first year. There being no bridges over the streams, there was a
large field for the ferry business. With each license the Commission-
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ers made special rates. 1n doing this they took into consideration
the location, tlle amount of travel, ete. As a specimen tariff for
ferries we copy from the records the one regulating Asa Crook’s ferry on
Rock river near Prophetstown: « Wagons with 4 horses or 4 oxen, $1.
Wagons with two horses, 75 cents. Wagon or carriage with 1 horse,
50 cents. Man and 1 horse, 25 cents. One person, 124 cents. Cattle
5 cents a head. Sheep 3 cents a head.”

It was one of the curious provisions of the law, in the times of
which we are writing, that each person could let his cattle and hogs
run at large, and that he could identity them by certain ear-marks,
which were to be recorded in a book kept by the County Clerk. The
vast prairies were then in their native condition, free from fences, cul-
tivation ur any sort of improvement. By many they were thought to
be worthless for all practical farming purposes, except to furnish
grazing for stock. IHorses and cattle often wandered into adjoining
counties. There was, however, means by which such stock might be
recovered. In each county-seat was an estray pen wherein all un-
claimed and unknown stock was confined. Notice was made quite
often of the number, kind and marks, of the stock taken up. In
1832 an estray pen was built upon the same lot on which the court-
house stood, at a cost of $17.50.

For many years, or until 1837, Henry county was attached, for ju-
dicial purposes, to this county. It was much larger then than at
present, including, as it did, a greater portion of Whiteside county.
All taxes were assessed and collected over thislarge territory by Knox
county authorities. Elections were ordered and judges appointed by
the Commissioners of this county. Licenses were granted, roads
opened and all other matters were attended to by them. In 1835,
owing to high water, the Assessor of Henry county was unable to
reach Knox eounty with his books within the legally required time.
They were, however, accepted on arrival.

The house of Asa Crook on Rock river was generally, if not always,
appointed as the place for holding the elections. Crook was allowed
mileage for 60 miles travel, at 5 cents a mile (this being pay for but
one way), for bringing election returns from his house to Knoxville.
He, living near Prophetstown, Whiteside county, then known as
Prophet’s village, enry county, ran a ferry-boat across Rock rivers
about 20 miles below the present city of Sterling. The license being
issued to him by the Commissioners of Knox county, they also granted
to William A. Cushman the privilege of running a ferry across the

same river, on section 19, township 19 north, 4 east, being some
miles below Crook’s ferry.
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Thus we see the Commissioners, although unlearned in law and
unacquainted with science and literature, had jurisdiction over a large
territory, and that they conducted the public affairs rightly, and built
a firm and solid foundation upon which the future prosperity and
greatness of this portion of our beloved State should rest. This is
plainly evident from the unparalleled strides made in ‘agricultural and
mechanical progress; from the more than 100,000 busy inhabitants
now dwelling within this territory; and from the vast stores of wealth
accumulated solely from resources within it. .Those great and un-
concealed wonders reflect honor and credit each day upon their found-
ers; and as days and years multiply, when the same territory over
which they presided shall be teeming with millions of earnest and
energetic people, then will greater honors and more exultant praise
and adoration be expressed for the brave, sturdy pioneers who ex-
plored and opened up a region so prolific, and founded a community
that for genius, enterprise and wealth will'in the near future out
rank many older settled countries, and indeed will vie with many
kingdoms of the earth. Then these vast prairies will be cultivated
as a garden. KEvery forest tree and woodland will be utilized,and
populous éities with numerous factories and vast stores of commerce
may be numbered by the score. Then will the modes of travel be
superior to the remarkable railroad facilities of to-day, and transport
the increased produects with greater facility. Indeed, everything shall
then be as different and as superior to what they are at present as the
things of to-day are as compared with those of fifty years ago. Our
readers may regard this as wild and unreasonable speculation—as
wholly visionary; but they are only the conclusions deduced from a
careful study of history,—of a comparison of what has been ‘accom-
plished, with certain advantages, with the results that the superior
advantages now enjoyed will as certainly acecomplish.

BRICK COURT-HOUSE.

By 1836 the county had become quite populous; at least it was then
so regarded, for so many new comers had arrived that several of the
earlier pioneers concluded they were becoming too greatly crowded,
and accordingly pushed further westward.  However, as early as these
years the people began to regard the old log court-house as wholly
inadequate for the inereasing business, and also nnworthy of this fair
county. They now aspired to a more pretentious structure in which
to transact the public business, and consequently began the agitation
of building a new court-house. September 6, 1836, the Commission-
ers ordered the clerk to advertise for plans for a new court-house. On
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the 10th day of March, 1838, the contract was let to Alvah Wheeler
and Zelotes Cooley of Hancock county, Illinois, the consideration
being 15,450, and the contractors stipulating that they would com-
plete the building by May 1, 1840.

According to the original plan, the building would contain no
cupola. The Commissioners however, in January, ordered that one
be erected, at a cost of $725. They also decided to paint the walls,
selecting cream color as the most appropriate. Eldert Runkie, a
Commissioner, was appointed inspector, whose duty it was to inspect
all material which entered into the construction of the building, and
to see that the work was performed according to contract. This
court-house was erected in the center of the northern portion of the
public square at Knoxville, where it still stands. It is a two-story
brick structure, 42 feet 5 inches by 62 feet 5 inches in size, and con-
tains six rooms and a hall. In earlier times it was considered one of
the finest court-houses in the State, and indeed it was a building of
more than ordinary pretentions; and, although more than forty years
have passed since it was begun, it is yet a good and substantial build-
ing. Since the county-seat has been removed from Knoxville it has
been used as an opera-house and office building.

Now that the new court-house was about ready for occupation,
some disposition must be made of the faithtul log building which had
sheltered the official heads of the county for ten years. At a meeting
of the Commissioners, March 7, 1840, the Clerk was ordered to give
notice that it would be sold on the first day of April. On that day it
was bid off to Alvah Wheeler for the sum of $89.50, giving him the
privilege of letting it remain upon the lot for two years. It was then
moved one mile and a half west of Knoxville, upon the farm of Alvah
Wheeler, now owned by Chris. Burrell, and converted into a dwelling-

In 1836 the court-house was removed from its original site to a lot
on the corner of South and West streets, near the present location of
the barn in the rear of the residence of John Carns, Esq. Charles
Price took the contract of moving the building for the consideration
of $67.50. In November of the same year the lot upon which the
log conrt-house originally stood, being lot 10, block 5, was subdivided
into nine lots. Eight of these were sold for an aggregate of $3,901-
The adjoining lot, at the first sale, brought $37.50. This advance in
value of real estate was marvelous, and scarcely has a parallel. Reck-
oning its value upon the basis of the price of lots, at the first sale, we
find the enormous inecrease of 10,000 per cent. within five years, or an
average of 2,000 per eent. each year. While the price of property had
advanced rapidly, yet this is an exceptional case, and does not fairly
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represent the increase. The advance during these five years ranged
from 300 to 1,000 per cent.

JAIL AT KNOXVILLE.

The new court-house had scarcely been completed before it was
thought best to build a new jail. At the January term of the Com-
missioners’ Court in 1841 they let the contract for erecting the pro-
posed prison to Zelotes Cooley for $8,724. This contract, however,
was rescinded shortly afterward and re-let to Alvah Wheeler, who in
1845 completed the building. Lot 3 of the subdivision of lot 10,
block 5, the lot upon which the jail stood, together with the jail build-
ing, was exchanged some time before this to Jonathan Rice for the
south half of lot 1, block 5, which is at the northwest corner of the
square. Upon this lot the new brick and stone jail was erected. It
is no longer used for the purpose for which it was built, but as a ten-
ement house. It is a two-story brick, 30 by 50 feet in size, and con-
tained six eells.

It appears that the new jail was scarcely more secure than the log
one, and that the people soon wanted it replaced by one more sub-
‘stantial, as evinced by the following article taken from the “ Knox
Republican” of Wednesday, March 18, 1857:

ESCAPE OF PRISONERS.

“On Saturday evening,while the Sheriff was from home on business,
five persons escaped from our insecure county jail. The prisoners
were all locked up in their cells at dark. The gentleman in charge
examined the lock that was put on' the door,~—one of the best locks
about the jail and the most diflicult to be picked,—and found it all safe,
and left the premises for a little while ; and on returning found a
door opened, which he had left fastened; and, on entering the prison,
found that all the doors had been opened, the prisoners had fled, and
no traces of them could be found. The night was exceedingly dark.
The only conjecture we can form from an examination of the eircum-
stances and the premises is, that one of the prisoners mnst have had
a false key and unlocked the door with his left hand, and then pro-
cured the keys from a table in the dwelling, and with them must have
unlocked the rest of' the doors and let his fellow prisoners free. If
the county intends to hold the prisoners taken for crimes, anrd secure
the citizens from the maranding thief, they must elect snch supervi-
sors as will have the courage to build a new and substantial jail. As
some parts of the jail could not be used, from their insecnrity, the



146 HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

Sheriff was compelled to put two into onecell and three into another,
together; and when thuos permitted to associate, they were able to
concoct and execute their deliverance.”

HORSKE-THIEVES.

« The earlier settlers were greatly troubled with maranding bands of
thieves. Horses were generally the desired booty. Sonumerous and
bold had these desperadoes become that to protect themselves the
citizens banded together, forming the ¢ Knox County Society for the
Detection of Thieves.” Yearly meetings of this society were held in
June. The Commissioners, in order to aid this society and to shield
the people, in 1845 offered a reward of $50 for the detection of a per-
son stealing a horse.

LAST MEETING.

Taxes were very light in 1845, being only 10 cents on the $100.
This is perhaps the minimum per cent. of taxation ever reached in
this county. The last meeting of the county Commissioners’ Court
was held October 12, 1849. Manyweather Brown, Alfred Brown and
Amos Ward, being members, were all present. After the transaction
of such business as properly came before them, they adjourned “until
court in course,” but never re-assembled. And so passed away the
time-honored and economical system of county management by three
commissioners.
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CHAPTER III.
BLACK HAWE WAR.

Happily for the few settlers of Knox county, the atrocities com-
mitted during the war with the Indians in 1832 were all enacted with-
out its boundaries. There were, however, so many depredations
committed in adjoining counties that great fear was manifested by the
settlers here lest their own homes would be the scene of similar mas-
sacres. It must be remembered that at this time all the country
lying north of this county extending to Rock river was under the
jurisdiction of the Commissioners of Knox county, and therefore
virtually a portion of the county, which had the tendency to make the
murders committed thereseem the nearer. Upon Rock river the bloody
battles were fought between the Indians and whites. Various and
terrible depredations were committed on peaceable whites, which
tended more than the war to horrify the pioneers here. A settler was
shot by six Indians jast over the line in Warren county. One man
was killed near Princeton; another in Buffalo Grove; another be-
tween Fox River and the Illinois, and two near Ottawa, A party of
about 70 Indians made a descent upon a small settlement on Indian
creek, a tributary of Fox river, and massacred 15 persons,—men,
women and childreh,—and took two young women prisoners,—one 15,
the other 17 years old. These people, composing three families, lived
in one lhouse. The Indians approached the house in the day time,
and entered suddenly, with but little notice. Some of the inmates
were immediately shot down, others were pierced through with spears
or dispatched with the tomahawk. The Indians afterwards related,
with an infernal glee, how the women had squeaked like geese when
they were run through the body with spears, or felt the tomahawk
entering their heads. All the victims were carefully scalped; their
bodies were mutilated and mangled; the little children were chopped
to pieces with axes; and the women were tied up by the heels to the
walls of the house. The two young ladies were hurried by forced
marehes beyond pursnit. After a long-and fatiguing journey with
their Indian conductors, through a wildernesscountry, with but little
to eat, and being subjected to a variety of fortune, they were at last
rescued, 82,000 being given as a ransom.
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As early as 1831 tronble was feared, and even expected, with the
Indians. To learn positively the condition of affairs, the few families
at enderson sent Thomas McKee, Thos. Maxwell, Joseph Rowe, and
Robert Greenwell to Rock Island to consult with Gen. Gains, who was
commander of the military post on Rock Island. The General assured
the gentlemen that no danger need be apprehended. He also wrote a
letter to the people telling them they need not fear any trouble from the
Indians. This communication had the tendency to dispel the uneasiness
the settlers had experienced for their safety. On making this trip, after
crossing Pope creek the messengers struck an Indian trail which soon
led them upon quite 4 band of mounted Indian warriors. As soon
as seen by the savages half of them defiled to either side, thus sar-
rounding the pioneers. McKee, being able to address them in their
own language, told them they meant no harm, and showed them they
had no guns; but still the Indians were in doubt, and took them to
be spies. IFinally McKee told them they were on their way up to
trade with Davenport. The name of Davenport carried with it a
charm for the Indianj so on this occasion, the statement had the de-
sired effect, and they were permitted to pass peaceably on, but were
closely watched. Passing through the Indian headquarters on Rock
river, Prophet’s village, they saw hundreds of Indians.

They reached the fort in safety, and started on their return trip
only to encounter more dangers. Coming to Rock river, Mr. McKee,
without investigating, rode in on his faithful horse, thinking he could
ford the stream without trouble, as he had done before. Soon the
horse went under; the saddle-bags, filled with shelled corn, floated
off down the stream; a strnggle ensued. Finally, Mr. McKee, seeing
the animal could not gain the shore, turned him, and after an ex-
haustive struggle, reached the shore he left. A squaw and young In-
dian got in a canoe and recovered his saddle-bags, for which he gave
them the contents. They then gave an Indian 25 cents to show them
a shallow ford. The Indians were suspicious of these messengers and
sent one of their number to follow them as far as Pope creek.

For a time no danger was felt; but early in the spring of 1832, when
Black Hawk recrossed the Mississippi, the feelings of fear were again
kindled among the isolated settlers, and now many of them deter-
mined for their safety to leave the country where they were liable to
be slaughtered any day and return to older scttlements, for in their
defenseless condition they could afford no security to their families.
Thomas McKee, then a young man, strongly objected to any move-
ment which would lead to abandonment of their homes. He held
forth the idea that if the settlers all were armed they could protect
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themselves from invasion by the Indians, and it was his belief that
arms could be obtained by applying to the commander of Fort Arm-

strong. Many of the settlers thought not, and, being desirous of
leaving, naturally opposed any attempt that might be made to sceure

guns. They thought it wise and best to return to their old towns.

There was, however, one man, F. V. Barber, formerly a lieutenant in

the regular army, who with Mr. McKee thonght arms could be ob-

tained on application. Mr, McKee resolved to make the attempt at-
all hazards, and, accordingly, in company with James McMurtry and

Fantelroy Freeman, set out for Rock Island. After a long and weary
journey through a wild, uninhabited country, they reached the fort,
where, without delay or trouble, they secured 100 guns with accou-
trements. These were sent down the river to Oqnawka, and fromn

there brought in wagons to this county, where they were distributed

among 72 men living in Knox and Warren counties, which at the
time included alinost every man in this county. Major McKee and

his companion were more fortunate than were Mr. St. Vrain with a
few other men who were sent to Rock Island by Gencral Atkinson

about this same time. On their way they fell in with a party of
Indians led by a chief well known to St. Vrain, who was an Indian

agent. This chief was called “The Little Bear.” He had been a par-
tieular friend of the agent, and had adopted him as a brother. Mr.

St. Vrain felt no fear of one who was his friend,—one who had been

an inmate of his house, and who had adopted him as brother, and ap-

proached the Indians with the greatest confidence and security. But
the treacherous Indian, untrue in war to the claims of gratitude,
friendship and brotherhood, no sooner got him in power than hé mur-

dered and scalped him and all his party with as little compassion as
if he had never known him or professed to be his friend.

The following receipt was signed by those who received arms, and
included rifles, flasks, bullet-molds, screw-driver, wiper, spring-vice,
powder, lead, rifle-flint. The dates of receipts range from April 21
to June 3, almost all of them, however, being distributed on the former
date: “We, the undersigned, citizens of Henderson river and Knox and
Warren counties, do hereby acknowledge to have received of Thomas
McKee, Jr., and Fantelroy Freeman the several articles of arms and
accoutrements set opposite our respective names.” Those marked
with star subsequently served in the Black Hawk war.

F. R. Freeman, William McMurtry,* James McMurtry,* Edward
Martin,® J. B. Criswell,* Ebenezer Criswell,* J. M. E. Criswell,
Westly Pennington, John McGeehee, Nicholas Rice,* John McMur-
try,* Edmond Adcock,* John Robertson,* Elbert Robertson,* Joseph
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weeks, which, considering the vast amount of physical labor required,
is a case almost without a parallel. It stood a short distance from
the timber, and was 210 feet square, being built of oak tirabers 12
feet each in length, set elose together in the ground, forming a feuee
about § or 9 feet high, which was lined with sod, plonghed 2 feet
. wide and 4 inches thick, 2nd cut in pieces 2 feet in length. Every 4
feet port-holes were made. On two of the corners were erected bloek
. houses, at which each of the four sides of the fortceounld be protected
by the goard. These were 16 by 20 feet, and a few feet from the
ground, projected beyond the walls of the main structure, thus enab
ling the guard to prevent an approach of incendizries. These were
covered with clapboards. On the inside and adjoining the outer walls
was a shed extending 2]l the way around. One doorway. 12 feet wide,
which was closed with a heavy puncheon door, was the only place of
entry. They were preparing to construct a sham cannon of besswood,
which they intended to place above the wall pointing toward the tim-
ber, from which place they expected the Indians; but peace was de-
elared ere it was finished. The only shelter being the shed referred
to, consequently the exposure of those *forted ™ was often great. On
one occasion, when many of the settlers had taken refnge, Mrs. Hans-
ford commenced packing up her things preparatory to leaving for home,
which aroused the curiosity of the others, who anxiously inquired if she
intended to leave. She told them that she “would rather be killed 2t
. home by the Indians than die from exposure, as they were 2ll bound
. to if they staid there.”” Late one might, while everything was quiet
around their cabin, this same lady awoke thinking she heard the
stealthy tread of red men. She aroused ber husbard. telling him the
Indians were coming and that they must be off to the fort. He was
" not so easily frightened, and said he = wouldn’t ga, 25 no Indians were
near.” Soon Mr. Coy’s family came and knocked for admittance.
. They were on their way to ihe fort.
. After the arrival of the Coy family, with the startling intelligence
of the approach of the treachervus enemy, Dr. Hansford and family
joined them, and they all hurried toward the fort. They, however,
stopped at Peter Bell's the remainder of the night. The settlers,
especially the more timid women, had no troable in disecovering bands
of maranding Indisans lurking in every grove of timber. Cattle,
- stamps, trees, and other objects, by their imaginations, were easily
. converted into Indians. Everybody could see, 2s one old lady re-
marked, ‘“whole mountains of Indizns any time.” The following
incident illustrates the verity of this statement: although ludicroms

Dow, if we could realize the real situation of the women it would be
- 10




154 NISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

quite serious: Mrs. Hansford and Mrs. Lewis, the latter with a little
daughter, were returning home late in the afternoon from a neighbor’s,
where they had been visiting. Coming in sight of one of the forts
they saw several wagons there, which they readily conceived were
Indians. Indeed they could see hundreds of them slaying the few
whites that had reached the place. Mrs. Lewis in agony cried out,
“For God’s sake, run; I smell the powder!” and,at a speed women
seldom go, they ran for Peter Bell’s cabin. They were compelled to
pass through a piece of timber, and here they were positive they could
see the lurking red-skins on every hand. They never slackened their
run until they reached Bell’s, who was much diverted at their
timidity.

Two yonng men, Junes and De Hart by name, had pushed away
out upon the frontier, and naturally had become accustomed to “rough-
ing it.” De Hart, nevertheless, was greatly frightened one day when
no danger was near. They had broken ten acres of prairie land in
Walnut Grove township, on what was afterward the farm of Amos
Ward. While De Hart was plowing with a yoke of oxen, an old
Indian squaw came ont of the woods and waved a red blanket. This,
he surmised, was a signal for him to flee for his life. Accordingly
he started imwmediately for the fort at Henderson, leaving his oxen in
the furrow. On hearing it was only a scare, he returned the follow-
ing day for his team and effects; but left the county and never re-
turned. His experience of border life had been sufficient to convince
him that a more civilized community would be as congenial. Several
times during the Black Hawk war did the settlers flee to the forts,
leaving their homes in such haste that but little preparation counld be
made. Rumors were ever rite of the coming of Indians; and as the
settlers really expected them, it is no wonder that many believed
every rumor afloat.

The faithful Indian Chief, Shanbena, whose portrait appears in this
book, was a friend to the white man, and deserves more than a passing
notice. Although not so conspicuous as Tecumseh or Black Hawk,
yet in point of merit he was superior to either of them. Shaubena
was born at an Indian village on the Kankakee river, now in Will
county, about the year 1775. While yonng he was made chief of the
band, and went to Shaubena Grove (now in De Kalb county), where
they were found in the early settlement of that section. In the war
of 1812 Shaubena, with his warriors, joined Tecumseh, was aid to
that great chief, and stood by his side when he fell at the battle of the
Thames. At the time of the Winnebago war, in 1827, he visited
almost every village among the Pottawatomies, and by his persnasive
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arguments prevented them from taking part in the war. By request
of the citizens ot Chicago, Shaubena, accompanied by Billy Caldwell
(Sauganash), visited Big Foot’s village at Geneva Lake, in order to
pacify the warriors, as feara were entertamed that they were about to
raise the tomahawk against the whites. Here Shanbena was taken
prisoner by Big Foot, and his .ife threatened, but on the following
day was set at liberty. From that time the Indians (through reproach)
styled him the “white man’s friend,” and many times his life was
endangered.

Before the Black Hawk war Shaubena met with his men in coun-
cil at two different times, and by his influence prevented his people
from taking part with the Sacs and Foxes. After the death of Black
Partridge and Senachwine, no chief among the Pottawatomies exerted
so much influence as Shaubena. Black Hawk, aware of this influ-
ence. visited him at two different times, in order to enlist him in his
cause, but was unsuccessful. While Black Hawk was a prisoner at
Jefferson Barracks he said, had it not been for Shaubena’ the whole
Pottawatomie nation would have joined his standard, and he could
have continned the war for years.

To Shaubena many of the early scttlers of this county owe the
preservation of their lives, for he was ever on the alert to save the
whites. He visited the scttlement in the northeast part of the
county, telling them if they did not leave they would be killed. John
Essex, David Cooper, Thomas Essex, Sr., and Thomas, Jr., with their
families, immediately set out for the fort near Pekin. Here they re-
mained until December, when all returned to their homes except
Thomas Essex, Jr., who never came back to the county, but moved
near Peoria, where he yet lives.

Shaubena, by saving the lives of the whites endangered his own,
for the Sacs and Foxes threatened to kill him, and made two attempts
to execute their threats. They killed Pypeogee, his son, and Pyps,
his nephew, and hunted him down as though he was a wild beast.’

Shaubena had a reservation of two sections of land at his grove, but
by leaving it and going west for a short time the government declared
the reservation forfeited, and sold it the samne as other vacant land.
Shaubena finding on his return his possessions gone; was very sad
and broken down in spirit, and left the grove for ever. The citizens
of Ottawa raised money and bought him a tract of land on the
Illinois river, above Sencea, in Grund_y county, on which they built a
house and supplied him with means to live on. He lived here until
his death, which oceurred on the 17th of July, 1859, in the S4th
year of his age, and was buried with great pomp in the cemetery at
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Morris. His squaw Pokanoka was drowned in Mazen creek, Grundy
county, on the 30th of November, 1864, and was buried by his side.
In 1861 subscriptions were taken up in many of the river towns to
erect a monument over the remains of Shaubena, but, the war break-
ing out, the enterprise was abandoned. "Only a plain marble slab
marks the resting-place of this friend of the white man.

Shaubena often ecame to the honse of John Essex, of Lynn town-
ship. He always was very kind to them, and on one oceasion brought
them a quarter of deer which he had killed himself. In after times
when the younger Indians, knowing the popularity of Shaubena with
the whites, called for something to eat and were asked whose papooses
they were, they would invariably answer Shaubena’s, thinking they
would certainly get the focd then, which they always did.

Shaubena eame to William Morris, who lived in Persifer township,
and told him if he would go with him to the northeast corner of the
township he would show him a silver mine, which was marked by a
big flat roek. Mr. Morris, not knowing that Shaubena was a friend
to the whites, was afraid to go, for he thought the Indian wanted to
kill him. Finally, in his travels over the country, in company with
his wife, he found a bee-tree laded with honey. On their way home
with their honey they came across the rock Shaubena had told them
abont. The location and description being as the Chief had defined,
he several times after the first visit went in search of the rock, but
failed to find it.

During the Black Hawk war two Indians came to Mr. Essex’s,
when his wife was alone. She was a brave pioneer woman, and ordi-
narily would have experienced no fear had the number been a dozen;
but this time she felt quite timid. She believed them to be spies,
which indeed they were, as was subsequently discovered. They were
learning the movements of the people, whether or not they were pre-
paring to leave. On their arrivai they asked for some potatoes to
cook and honey to eat with them as they would gravy. ..

As referred to above, the Black Hawk war eaused no little uneasi-
ness to the Fraker Grove settlement. For two summers the settlers,
finding it unsafe to remain there, songht refuge at Henderson fort.
The first season, hearing that peace was declared, they returned to
their homes about harvesting time. They repeated their journey to
the fort the next spring. On their first trip, as they came to Walnut
creek they found the stream so greatly swollen by recent rains that
they could not eross. While waiting for the water to fall the Indian
chief Miximack, who had followed them, came up. Ie quietly,took
his steel, struck fire and lit his pipe. Sullenly he sat smoking,
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donbtless musing on the slaughter of whitesof this county, which he
thought would soon occur. Mrs. Fraker, who also was accustomed to
smoking, as many of the pioneer women were, asked him for some
fire to light her pipe. On complying with her request he said,
“ You'll have plenty of fire by and by.” She interpreted this to mean
that the Indians engaged in the war would soon give them plenty of
fire. This statement frightened her still more. Miximack was a
rough, burly Indian, and feared by all the settlers.

The following year the Rangers came to Fraker’s settlement and
told them to go to the fort. The soldiers remained in the neighbor-
hood that night, and the next day the settlers, before leaving, intended
to give them a dinner of chicken; but when they went after them in
the morning not a chicken was to be found. The soldiers had doubt-
less feasted upon chicken without giving the settlers the trouble of
serving them.

A few of the Rangers remained and accompanied the people to the
fort. Their crops had all been put in, and were growing finely.
They returned, however, in time to harvest their small grain. All
returned to their homes except Miss Amelia IFraker, now Mrs. James
Jackson of La Fayette, Stark county, who remained with friends at
Henderson.

The greatest scare ever given the settlers was by young Atwood, son
of Mr. Atwood who lived in Warren county. He was in the timber
hunting the cows, when, knowing the timidity of the settlers and
being, like his father, fond of a joke at others’ expense, he conceived
the idea of giving the settlers a * big scare.” Knowing the people
would discredit any statement he might make without other proof
than his word, he divested himself of his clothing, hung it on the
limb of a tree, and shot several bullet holes through the different
garments. In order to show the effects of the bullets on his body, he
took a stick and irritated the flesh near, or in range, with the various
bullet holes in his clothing, afterward claiming the balls only grazed
him. Everything being at length arranged to suit him, he started
for home, running at full speed, and yelling with all his power, “ The
Indians are coming! The Indians are coming!” Of course the
settlers were soon in a great degree of commotion. Men, women
and children were starting pell-mell toward the forts. Consternation
was so great among the easily duped and frightened people that
nothing was thought of but fleeing from the coming savages and the
saving of their lives; so that everything in their homes was conse-
quently left in the greatest haste and most disorderly manner. When
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CHAPTER 1V.
GEOLOGY OF KNOX COUNTY.

The following chapter is gleaned from a geological survey made by
the State geologist, A. . Worthen, in 1870. Knox county com-
prises a superficial area of twenty townships, or seven hundred square
miles. It is bounded on the north by Henry county, on the east by
Stark and Peoria, on the south by Fulton, on the west by Warren
and Mercer. The fourth principal meridian passes along its west-
ern border; the southeastern part of the county is intersected by
Spoon river, which enters it in township 11, range 4, and passes out
in township 9, range 2; French and Littler’s creeks lie to the east;
while Haw and Court creeks, with their branches, the larger of which
are Brush, Middle, North and Sugar ereeks, lie on the west. In the
northeast is Walnut creek, a branch of Spoon river, while in the
northwest Cedar, Henderson and Pope creeks have their origin, and
run to the westward.

By these and some smaller streams this county is well watered-
Springs, though not numerouns, are occasionally found along the
lower lands. Good wells may generally be found at a depth varying
from 15 to 50 feet. A larger portion of the country is prairie, but so
numerous are the streams that the prairies are commounly but a few
square miles in extent. The soil does not present any material dif-
ference from other counties in this portion of the State, and is of the
usual dark-colored vegetable loam, with a brown clay sub-soil. That
along the water courses is generally of less depth and lighter in color.

SURFACE GEOLOGY.

This embraces the usnal subdivisions of the quarternary, with the
exception of the loess, which was not noticed. The alluvial deposits
are not extensive, seldom over a mile or so in width and commonly
much less, and comprise the bottom lands found along nearly all the
water courses. The soil is dark-colored loam, frequently intermin-
gled with sand and gravel. The drift is spread over the entire sur-
face of the uplands, to a depth of from ten to sixty feet, perhaps
occasionally a little more. It comprises a series of yellow and blue
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clay, here and there mixed with sand and gravel. DBoulders of igne-
‘ous and metamorphic rocks are not uncommon in it, and may be fre-
quently seen along the courses of the streams. Wells are not
usually sunk entirely through this deposit, an abundant supply of
good water being found before the coal measures are reached, though
occasionally they go deeper, and good water is sometimes found in
the coal measures. All the stratified rocks exposed in Knox county
belong to the coal measures, and they comprise a series of sandstones,
limestones, clays, shales, and seams of coal, and represent the middle
and lower part of the series of coal No. 6 of the Illinois section to
coal No. 1 inclusive. :
The upper seam, No. 6, is found principally in the eastern half of
the county. It varies in thickness from four to six feet and affords a
good quality of coal. In this and the adjoining counties it has a clay
band about a foot and a half to two feet from the hottom and fre-
quently several other clay partitions. In the western half of Victoria
township, a coal seam has been extensively worked. Mines have also
been opened in sections 5, 17, 18, 19, 29, 30, 31, and 32. In some
mines coal runs as thick as six feet. At the mines of P. Peterson,
Esq., in the northwest part of the northwest quarter of section 32,
and some others in the vicinity, the coal was thicker than in the
mines in the northern part of the township. The overlying limestone
is here quite hard and durable, and is worked somewhat for building
stone. In township 12, range 3, mines have been worked in sections
1, 10, 11, 18, 19, and 20; east of Wataga, township 12, range 2, in sec-
tions 13, 15, 22, 23, and 24. Much coal has been taken from this seam
in the mines of John A. Lighton, Esq. In section 12 the following
section was obtained:
1 Clay shale, not measured....
2 Limestone,

SROlae 1 R - PRSI oo - PR, Boavas 6 in.
dilackislatess el cop it D e e AT R 8 in. to 2 feet.
SR ORI Z R T e . B i e . s 4 feet 2 in.

BGllay. mpb ahepsared ... .. .. ... ..l i GeeRRTRTSIS

The center of section 24, limestone is found in considerable quan-
tities which makes good lime.

In township 11, range 3, there are mines in sections 8,4 and 35, and
the'coal is reported to belong to this seam, and to be from 4 to 5 feet
thick. In section 15, township 10, range 4, the coal appears along
the bluffs a number of feet above the stream. A seam of limestone
is worked at this place. This limestone is again exposed and worked
in the southeast quarter of section 25, township 9, range 4. It'is
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quite hard at this point and makes a valuable building stone and
being 4 feet thick can be quarried more readily than at most other
localities in the region where it is thinner. It also forms a good roof
for the coal below, there being but 6 inches of shale limestone be-
tween. This seam is worked in sections 23, 24, 31, and probably 32
and 83. There is also a mine in 35, township 9, range 3. At this
point the coal is found high up in the hill, and is reported to be some-
what rotten.

The mines formerly worked by Messrs. Camp & Powell at Oneida,
section 36, township 13, range 2, also belongs to this seam. The next
seam, No. 4, of the Illinois section, usually lies from forty to sixty feet
below this one. This coal is seldom less than three or more than four
feet in thickness. Mines which appear to be in this seam are worked
in 2 and 3, township 13, range 1. In the cannel coal, No. 4 of this
section, there are the remains of fishes and plants, some of which are
beautifully preserved, thongh generally quite fragmentary.

The mines along Sngar creek and its branches, in township 12,
range 3, may belong to this seam, or perhaps to No. 6. The coal
furnished by these mines was reported to be of superior quality, and
this would seem to indicate that it belonged to No. 6.

South of Spoon river there are a number of mines along Littler’s
creek in sections 26, 27, 28, 34 and 35, township 9, range 3. A seec-
tion here gave:

Feet.
TG T N S A G o et e LS LI 3 6 doloo opo o BB &
L Y T L U G R AU TN D 8 to 12
I N e g R R A L s 9
ERBIEckaslateWts SRS STl FE S B e 2to 4
T Coa s o s A e B o N TR 2to 3
e Shinles DA AL o n e I S U e e not measured.

This seam, though not as extensively worked as No. 6, underlies a
much larger portion of the country. It probably underlies township
13, ranges 2, 3 and 4, and the eastern part of range 1.

A short distance southwest of Milroy a thin seam was reported.
A thin seam was reported somewhere from twenty to forty feet below
the one now worked there, which appears to be No. 6. Should this
lower seam be No. 4, it is much thinner here than it is usually, and is
probably No. 5. It probably underlies township 12, ranges 2, 8 and
4, township 11, range 2, and the southeastern part of range 1, and
the northern borders of ranges 8 and 4, perhaps the eastern part of
township 10, range 4, and township 9, range 4, and the southern
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half of range 8. The coal from this seam is generally of fair quality,
but is a little harder and not as well liked as that from No. 6.

In township 10, range 1, there is a coal seam worked in several
places which may be No. 3 (%) of the Illinois section.

Abundance of fossil plants were found in some portions of the shale
overlying the coal seam of this section, for which there are scientific
names; but as there are no English names, we give no list here.

Near the former site of D. E. Hall’s mill, section 5, township 13,
range 1, there is an outerop of limestone along Pope creek close to the
water’sedge. It is supposed there is abed of coal but a few feet below
this, but the matter had not been thoroughly tested when I was there.
Should it prove to be so, it seems quite probable that it may be the
same seam, No. 3 of the general section, and the same as the one
formed in the southwestern part of the township 14, range 2 west,
in Mercer county. Much of the limestone in this outerop is highly
fossiliferous, and contains many well preserved remains.

The next coal seam, number 2 of the Illinois section, is generally
from a foot and a half to three feet in thickness. This coal is con-
sidered fully equal in quality to that of any other seam found in the
county. In tOWIlShlp 12, range 1, a coal that appears to be the equiv-
alent of this seam is worked in sections 20,21, 29, 30, 32 and 33. The
seam is from two to three feet thick, with from one to three feet of clay
shale and a band of limestone above, and a floor of fire-clay. In sec-
tion 23 and near the south west corner of 16, township 11, range 2 it
is again worked. From here along down Court creek to its mouth,
and on some of its branches, this seam has been more or less worked
in sections 19, 22 and 23, township 11, range 3, also in sections 13and
35. In Truro, township 11, range 4, it appears in or near the bed of
Spoon river, and has been worked at various places. From here there
are outcrops along the river, at intervals, to uear the south line of the
county.

West of the river, in township 10, range 3, this seam is worked in
sections 8, 16, 19 and 29, also in township 10, range 2, in sections 14,
22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 29, 33 and 34. In section 33, along Hog creek,
specimens of cone-in-cone were found in considerable quantities.
West of' this the coal has been found in sections 10, 14 and 23.

The lower seamn, number 1, is not worked to any extent in but one
locality in Knox county, on section 21, township 12, range 1. It is
here worked by means of a shaft, which is about 30 feet deep. The
coal is 6 feet thick, but as much of the roof is not very firm, and the
upper part of the coal is of an inferior quality, from 1 to 2 feet of
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coal is left to strengthen the roof. In section 36, township 9, range
1, this seam has been found several feet below the bed of the little
stream that passes through it. In section 81, township 9, range 2, it
crops out in the bed of a small run, and a little coal has been taken
out here. .

Coal number 2 first outcrops in the bed of Walnut creek, in sec-
tion 17, township 12, range 5, in Stark county. South of this it is
not again exposed, as far as I learned, between that point and section
14, township 11, range 4, in Knox county. From this point, upon
Spoon river, with its varions windings, it runs to the west for about 5
miles, and south about 9 miles, from whence it passes to the sonth-
west till it leaves the connty. From where this coal first appears in
Knox county it is occasionally exposed along the river, and near its
bed to a point a little beyond, where the river turns sonth. In the
northwest quarter of section 6, township 10, range 4, it lies low in
the bed of the river, and is frequently torn up in considerable quan-
tities by the action of the current at high water, and is sometimes
worked when the river is very low. Some 2 or 38 miles south, near
the bridge, it appears a little above the bed of the river. At Bur-
nett’s mill, section 34, township 10, range 3, the coal lies some 10 or
more feet above the level of the river; but southwest of this, in sec-
tion 10, township 9, range 3, it is worked in the bed of the river. In
sections 26 and 27, township 9, it again appears.

ECONOMICAL GEOLOGY.—STONE FOR BUILDING.

Knox county has but a limited supply of good building stone.
Some portions, however, have sufficient for their own wants. =North
of Knoxville, in the western half of sections 16 and 21, township
11, range 2, quarries have been opened in a heavy sandstone bed.
Some portions ot the rock do not appear to be of much value, while
others, though soft, form a durable material for the use of the builder.
In the northwest quarter of section 16 there is a quarry that affords
an entirely different rock. It is a dark-drab-colored conglomerate,
spotted by darker, slate-colored pebbles. By exposure it changes, on
its surface, to a lighter and yellowish color that is mellow and pleas-
ing in its effect. It is compact, moderately hard and makes a valu-
able building stone. The foundation stone of the “ fire-proof”’ build-
ing attached to the court-house in Knoxville was obtained from this
locality. Sections 27, 33 and 34, township 10, range 2, furnish some
building stone. Some of the other localities are section 14, township
10, range 3; section 27, township 10, range 4; and sections 21, 27,



166 1ISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

35 and 36, township 9, range 3. Some of these quarries are large,
and considerable amount of naterial have been taken from them.

The ledge of limestone, which lies just above coal number 6, and is
from 1 to 4 feet thick, has been considérably worked where so ex-
posed as to be readily obtained. One of the largest quarries in this
limestone is south of Yates City, in section 25, township 9, range 4.
The bed is here 4 feet thick, and yields a hard, dark-drab or grayish-
colored compact rock, which readily breaks into good shape for build-
ing purposes.

LIMESTONE FOR LIME.

This is rarely found in any abundance. In township 12, range 2,
near the center of section 24, considerable quantities of limestone are
found, which is manufactured into lime, yielding a fair article. Else-
where the manufacture has been attempted only on a small scale. For
the most part Knox county has to depend upon localities more favored
in this respect for its supply of lime.

COAL.

The best and largest.quantity is furnished by the upper seam, num-
ber 6. This is principally worked in township 12, ranges 2, 3 and 4,
and in townships 9 and 10, range +. This seam is from 4 to 6 feet
thick, and at many of the mines it is comparatively free from foreign
substances, and hence requires but little sorting. ‘ Horsebacks” or
slips, which in some places greatly injure this seam, are not so
numerous in this county as elsewhere. The coal is somewhat lighter
than that from seam number 4, and is preferred by blacksmiths.

Number 4 furnishes the northwestern part of the county with a
good supply of coal of a fair quality, and the mines in this seam are
among the best in the county. Nearly all the coal obtained in town-
ship 11, range 2, is probably from this seam, and also that from
township 9, range 3. It is also worked in some other places, and
affords a coal of good quality, and harder than that from number 6.
It does not kindle as easily, but lasts longer, and for some purposes
is preferred.

Coal number 3. This is worked in township 10, range 1, and fur-
nishes a good coal, and the larger part of the supply for this section.

The remaining portions of the county are furnished by mines, which
probably are in coal number 2. At most places where worked this
coal is of excellent quality, and usnally pretty free from admixture
with other substances. It is largely used for, and well adapted to,
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CHAPTER V.
ZOOLOGY AND BOTANY.

QUADRUPEDS.

Many of the various species of animals that roamed the native
prairies of Knox county, or made their homes in the wild forests
within its borders, and lived undisturbed and free from the haunt of
the hound or the crack of the hunter’s rifle, are gone from this sec-
tion forever. Not even a specimen is preserved in taxidermy. The
buffalo which grazed upon the verdant prairies has been driven west-
ward. With or before it went the beaver, elk, badger, panther, black
wolf and black bear. Some animals that were gquite numerous have
become very rare, such as the gray fox, the catamount, otter, lynx,
and the beautiful Virginia deer.

There still remain many of the different species, mostly inhabiting
the country adjacent to Spoon river and a few of the other larger
streams. These are, however, fast disappearing, and ere long will be
known only in history, as arc the deer, the beaver, and the bison.
Among those still to be found here are the gray wolf, which is numer-
ous in some parts, the opossum, raccoon, mink, muskrat, the common
weasel, the small brown weasel, skunk, woodchuck, or Maryland mar-
mnot, prairie mole, common shrew mole, meadow and deer mouse, and
the gray rabbit. Of squirrels there are the gray timber squirrel, the
fox, chipmunk, the large, gray prairie squirrel, the striped and the
spotted prairie squirrel, and the beautiful flying squirrel. The dark
brown and the reddish bat are common. Other small animals have
been found here which have strayed from other localities.

BIRDS.

Of the 5,000 existing species of birds many have sojourned in this
county, some temporarily, and others for a considerable time. Many
migratory species come only at long intervals, and therefore but little
is known of them.

There are certainly no more beautiful ornaments for parlor or
drawing-room than a well preserved collection of stuffed birds; and it
is a matter of great wonder that more of the schools of the county
have not turned their attention in this direction. There is not a more
fascinating study than that afforded by our feathered friends. Their
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tree movement through seemingly boundless space, the joyous songs
of many, and the characteristic tones of all, their brilliant colors, their
lively manners, and their wonderful instinets, have from the earliest
ages made a strong impression on men’s minds, and in the infancy of
intellect gave rise to many peculiar and mysterious associations.
Hence the flight of birds was made the foundation of a peculiar art
of divination. Religion borrowed many symbols from them and
poetry many of its ornaments. Birds avail themselves of their powers
of wing to seek situations adapted for them in respect to temperature
and supply of food. The arrival of summer birds is always a wel-
come sign of advancing spring, and is associated with all that is cheer-
tnl and delightful. Some birds come almost at the same date annu-
ally; others are more influenced by the character of the season, as
mild or severe. :

A collection of bird’s eggs make a beautifnl ornament also, and are
easy of access, require but little care, and will create a lively interest
in the study of birds and their habits. The following list is as nearly
correct as can be compiled from the available information upon the
subject: £

Perchers.—This order of birds is by far the most nunierous, and
includes nearly all those which are attractive either in plumage or in
song. The ruby-throated humming-bird, with its exquisite plumage
and almost ethereal existence, is at the head of the list. This is the
humming-bird which is always the delight of the children, and is the
unly one found in Illinois. The chimney swallow, easily known fromn
other swallows by its very long wings and forked tail, and which is a
true swift, is quite numerous. Of the whippoorwill family there are
two representatives,—the whippoorwill proper, whose note enlivens
the forests at night, and the night-hawk. The belted king-fisher, so
well known to the school boy, is the only member of its family in
this region. At the head of the fly-catchers is the king-bird, the
crested fly-catcher and the wood pewee.

Of the sub-order of singers there are the following: The robin,
the wood thrush, Wilson’s thrush, the blue-bird, the ruby-erowned
and the golden-crested wren, tit-lark, the black and the white creeper,
blue yellow-backed warbler, yellow-breasted chat, worm-eating war-
bler, blue-winged yellow warbler, Tennessee warbler, and golden-
crowned thrush. Shwrike family.-—This family is represented by the
great northern shrike, red.eyed fly-catcher, white-eyed fly-catcher,
the blue-headed and the yellow-throated fly-catcher. Swallow family.
—This family of birds are very numerous in Knox county. Among
them are the barn swallow, white-bellied swallow, bank swallow,
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cliff swallow, and purple martin. Waz-wing family.—The cedar
bird is the representative of the wax-wing in America. Mock-
ing-Bird jfamily.—The geuera of this family are the eat-bird,
brown thrush, the house and the winter wren. Finch and Spar-
row family—The snow bunting and Smith’s bunting appear only
in winter. The purple finch, the yellow bird and the lark finch
inhabit this county. Of the passerine genus of this family are the
Savannah sparrow, the field and the chlppmg sparrow, the black snow-
bird, the tree sparrow, the song sparrow, the swamp and the fox-
colored sparrow, the black-throated bunting, the rose-breasted gros-
beak and the ground robin. Zitmouse jfamily—are represented by
the chickadee and the tufted titmouse. Creeper family.—There are
two specimens of this family,—the white-bellied nut-hatch and the
American creeper. Skylark family.—This melodious family is rep-
resented here by only the common skylark of the prairie. Black-
bird family.—The rusty blackbird, the crow blackbird, the cow-bird,
the red-winged blackbird, the meadow lark, the orchard and the Balti-
more orloles of this family, are the most beautiful and brilliant of
birds fhat inhabit this region. Crow jfamily.—The blue-jay and
the common crow comprise the species of this family.

Birds of Prey.—This order of birds comprises all those, with few
exceptions, which pursue and capture birds and other animals for
food. They are mostly of large size, the females are larger than the
males, they live in pairs, and choose their mates for life. Most rap-
torial birds have disappeared. Among them are the golden eagle,
which was always rare but now no longer seen here; the bald eagle,
or properly the white-headed eagle, once quite commou, now very
scarce, no longer breeds here, but strays from the heavy timber on
the Illinois river. Some well preserved specimens of this genus are
in the county. This eagle enjoys the honor of standing as our
national emblem. DBenjamin Franklin lamented the selection of this
bird as emblematical of the Union, for its great cowardice. It has the
ability of ascending in circular sweeps without any apparent motion
of the wings or the tail, and it often rises in this manner until it dis-
appears from view; when at an immense height, and as if observing
an object on the ground it sometimes closes it wings, and glides
toward the earth with such velocity that the eye can scarcely follow
it, causing a loud rustling sound like a violent gust of wind among
the branches of the forest. The Hawk family are eight or nine
species, some but seldom seen, others common. The turkey-buzzard
has almost, if not quite, dlsappeared Of the owl genera are several
species, though all are but seldom seen becanse ofgtheir nocturnal









HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY. i3

habits. Amoug them are the barn owl, the screech owl, the long
and the short-eared owl, the barred owl, and the snowy owl, the latter
being the rarest.

Climbers.—DBut few of this order remain in the county, the most
common of which are the woodpeckers. Of the various kinds there
are the golden-winged, the pileated, the hairy, the downy, the yel-
low-bellied, red-bellied and the red-headed. At an early day the Car-
olina parrot was often seen, but has now entirely deserted this sec-
tion. The yellow and black-billed cuckoos are occasionally seen.

Scratchers—This order contains bunt few genera in this county.
The wild turkey, the choicest of game, has almost entirely disappeared,
and was the only one of its family that ever sojourned here. In an
early day they were in abundance. Grouse jfamily.—The chiefest
among this family is the prairie chicken, which, if not carefully pro-
tected, must ere long follow the wild turkey, never to return. The
ruffled grouse, wrongtully called * pheasant,” has of late made its ap-
pearance. It is quite fond of cnltivated fields, and, it properly pro-
tected and encouraged until it becomes firmly settled, will make a
fine addition to the game, and fill the place of the prairie chicken.
Partridge family.—The fate of that excellent bird, the quail, is only
a question of a short time. Z%he Dove family.—The wild pigeons

_continue to make their semi-annual visits, but not in such vast num-
bers as years ago. Acres of forest were often so filled at night with
these birds that the breaking of boughs and the flying of pigeons
made a noise that could be heard for miles, and the shot of a sports-
man’s gun could not be heard at a distance of ten feet. Highly in-
teresting is the description by Audubon of the enormous flights which
he observed on the Ohio in the fall of 1813; they obscured the day-
light and lasted three days without interruption. According to a very
moderate estimate of his, each flight contained the stupendous nuinber
of one billion, one hundred and fifteen thousand million, one hundred
and thirty-six thousand pigeons. These flights caused a general com-
motion among the entire rural population. Desirous of booty and anx-
ious lest their crops should be spoiled, the farmers, arming themselves
with rifles, clubs, poles, torches and iron pots filled with sulphur, pro-
ceed to the resting-places of the birds. The work of slaughter being
accomplished, everybody sat down among mountains of dead pigeons,
plucking and salting the birds which they selected, abandoning the
rest to the foxes, wolves, raccoons, opossums and hogs, whole herds of
which were driven to the battle field. The plaintive notes of the Car-
olina dove, commonly known as the turtle-dove, are still heard.

Swimmers.—This order of birds, which formerly frequented this
11



174 HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

county in large numbers, have almost disappeared. They are migra-
tory, and in their usnal season would appear coming from the north
or south, as winter passes into summer or summer into winter.

Diver jfumily.—The great northern diver, or loon, sometimes
visits this section, but inhabits the frigid zone. Guil fumily.—Of
this family are Wilson’s tern and the silvery gull. Pelican family.
—The rough-billed pelican was the only genus of this family that
ever stopped in Knox county, and it has now altogether ceased to make
its visits here. Cormorant family.—The double-crested cormorant, or
sea raven, has been seen here. Duck family.—This family of mi-
gratory birds visited the ponds and streams of this county in large
numbers before it became so thickly settled, both on their northern
and southern passage. There are the wood duek, the big black-headed
duck, the ring-necked duek, the red-head, the canvas-baek, the dipper,
the sheldrake or goosander, the fish duck, the red-breasted and the
hooded merganser, the mallard and the pintail, the green-winged and
the blue-winged teal, the spoonbill and the gadwall, the baldpate, the
American swan, the trumpeter swan and the white-fronted goose,—
all of which often swam upon the waters of Knox.

Waders.—Probably less is known of this order of birds than of
any other, because of their slyness and solitary habits. They fre-
quented the marshes, but cultivation has drained their favorite haunts.
Crane jfamily.—The whooping crane, always rare, is now never seen.
The sandbill cranes stop on their journeys north and south. Heron
Jamily—The great blue heron or crane, least bittern, the green
heron, night heron and the American bittern, compose those of this
family visiting this region. [1bis famely.—The glossy ibis has been
seen*here. Plover family.—The golden plover,the killdeer and the
king plover comprise this family known here. Phalarope family.—
The Wilson’s and the red phalarope have frequented the swamps of this
county. Swipe family.—Various birds of this family have been
ecommon in and around the swamps of this county. Among them
were Wilson’s snipe, gray or red-breasted snipe, the least and the
semi-palmated sandpiper, the willett, the tell-tale, the yellow-leg, the
solitary sandpiper, the spotted sandpiper, the field plover, long-billed
cnrlew, the common rail, the clapper rail or mud hen, and the coot.

Reptiles—All of the species of this class that ever inhabited this
region are still to be found here except the poisonous snakes. The
rattlesnake, of the genus crotalus, is of a yellowish brown eolor,
and has a series of horny joints at the end of the tail, whieh make
a rattling sonnd. These were the most venomous of all snakes found
here, and were numerous in the early settlement. There are two
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kinds, the bandy or striped and the prairie rattlesnake, the latter being
still occasionally found. The copperhead was always rare. Among
the harmless snakes are the water-snake, the garter-snake, the bull-
snake, the milk-snake, the black-snake and the blue racer.

Many reptiles found here are erroneously called lizards, but are sal-
amanders and other like innocent creatures. Lizards are never found
in this county. Among the tortoises or turtles are found the map
turtle, the snapping and the soft-shelled turtle. Of the batrachian,
or naked reptiles, there are a few, and, though loathsome to sight and
touch, are harmless. The toad, the bull-frog, the leopard frog, the
tree toad, with some tailed batrachia, comprise the most of this order.

FISHES.

Although fishes are the lowest class of vertebrates, their varied
forms and colors, which often rival those of precious stones and bur-
nished gold, the wonderful power and velocity of some, the whole-
some food furnished by many, and the exciting sport of their capture,
combine to render fishes subjects of great interest to the casual ob-
server, as well as to the amateur and professional naturalist. The
number of known species of fishes is about ten thousand. The
waters of Knox county are not as prolific of fish as many other
streams in this latitude, yet they are not barren of the finny tribe,
and the sportsman often returns home heavily laden with choice
fish. Sickle-backed family.—This family furnishes the game fish,
and are never caught larger than four pounds in weight. The various
genera found here are the black bass, goggle-eye, the croppy, or big
black sun-fish, and the two common sun-fish. Pike family.—There
is but one species of this family, the pickerel, which is caught weigh-
ing from five to twenty-five pounds. Swucker family.—Of this
tribe are the buffalo, red-horse, white sucker, two species of black-
suckers, mullet ranick. Fish of this family are found in all the
streams of the county. They abound wherever there is water. Cat-
Jish family.—Of this voracious family the channel cat-fish, the mud
cat-fish and two species of the small cat-fish inhabit the waters of this
county, and are caught ranging in weight from one to thirty pounds.
Besides these varieties there are the chub, silver-sides and fresh-water
herring, and large numbers of other species denominated minnows,
which are found in the smallest spring branches, as well as the larger
streams.
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BOTANY.

There are probably over 500 species of plants growing spontane-
ously within the bounds of Knox county, but we will not attempt to
give a complete list of the herbaceous plants, or indeed name any of
the mosses, mushrooms, ete.

TREES AND SHRUBS.

While Nature has not given a great quantity of these, she has
furnished a liberal variety. In this respeet Knox county is in ad-
vance of most of the Northern States. No one or two species of tree
monopolhizes the ground in the forest, as they do in many seetions of
the United States. Some of the less hardy shrubs,dike the wild
prairie flowers, are slowly disappearing before the eneroachments of
civilization, yet we shall endeavor to enumerate them all, as well as
the trees. .

Oak Family.—The White Oak is king of the forest trees in this
country in respect to grandeur, strength and general utility, and in
early day afforded “ mast,” a first-class feed, for hogs running at large.
Those which wintered in thie wild woods were often fat enough for
market in the spriug, although not fed a grain by human hand. The
Burr Oak is a fine tree, with a rich and beautifully eut foliage. The
wood is valuable, and the acorns are sweet. They are buried in deep,
mossy eups, whence the tree is also called “overcup oak.” The
Swamp White Oak is a tall tree and grows in low grounds. The Yel-
low Chestnut Oak is a tree of medium height and has leaves like those
of the chestnut. The Laurel Oak is a very common tree on gentle
slopes of ground, having the leaves undivided and somewhat like
laurel leaves in appearance: whence the name. In the days before the
railroads brought pine so pientifully into this prairie country, the peo-
ple found this one of the best trees for making shingles: whence it is
also called “shingle oak.” DBarren Oak, or “black jack,” is secarce,
being found mostly in sandy barrens. It seldom exceeds 25 feet in
height. Leaves, wedge-shaped and three-lobed. Black Oak, or ¢ yel-
low oak,” has the inner bark yellower than the other oaks have,and is
valuable for dyeing and tanning. Externally the bark is very rough
and almost black. The tree is large and quite common. Red,Oak is
a tall, handsome tree on northern hill-sides and in shady woods. The
acorn cup is flat and saucer-shaped. Swamp; Spanish Oak, or * pin
oak,” is found, but is scarce. The tree is mueh like red oak, but is
not so tall. All the white-barked oaks decay on the outside first, and
all the black-barked varieties decay first on the inside. Hence rails
made of any of the black oaks have a hard exterior and seem sound
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long after all the inside is rotten, thus being very deceptive; but
white-oak rails last many years longer in the fence. The up-land
black oaks make a hotter fire than any other kind of wood. The Ha-
zel-nut and two species of Iron-wood belong also to the oak family,
botanically speaking. The iron-wood, which is also called ¢ American
hornbeam,” ¢ blue beech,” and * water beech,” is a beautiful tree, but
is scarce. The more common species have the seeds of the appear-
ance of hops.

Birch Family.—The Red Birch is the only member of this family
found in Knox county. The outer bark peels itself off horizontally
around the trunk and limbs, like that of the cherry.

Willow Family.—The Prairie Willow is small, and was very com-
mon before the white man’s plow deprived it of its native home.
The Glaucous Willow grows 8 to 10 feet high, and is common. The
Black Willow grows 15 to 25 feet high, twigs brittle at the base, bark
of the trunk somewhat black, and the leaves pointed at each end.
Common. The Long-leaved Willow occurs, growing generally as a
small shrub. The Shining Willow, and possibly one or two other
species, can be found. - To the Willow Family belong also the Quak-
ing Asp, or Aspen, the Cotton-wood, the Silverleat Poplar, Lombardy
Poplar, and Balm-of-Gilead, all of which grow spontaneously in this
county, although the last three have been introduced by the settlers.
Of the Aspen there are two kinds,—the American and the Large-
toothed. The poplars and the Balm-of-Gilead have a great ten-
dency to sprout from the roots. The Lombardy poplar does not
prosper well in this windy country. It grows too tall.

Walnut Family.—The Black Walnut is a large, noble and *most
valuable tree, too well known to need description. It is yet *‘com-
mon ” in this county. A few DButternuts, or * white walnut,” are
also found. The wood is of a lighter color and more brittle than that
of black walnut. Itis now being used for veneering. Of the Shell-
bark Hickory there are two kinds,—one with a scaly bark and fur-
nishing most of our hickory-nuts in the market, and the other with a
smoother bark and lighter heart-wood, and bearing the largest kind
of hickory-nut. The Bitter-nut Hickory is very common.

Plane-tree Family.—The only representative in America is the
Button-wood, or “sycamore,” a large, coarse, white-barked tree com-
mon in river “ bottoms,” but is of little value. A few grow within
the limits of Knox connty.

Neitle Family.—At the head of this family stands the American
or White Elm. Although so commmon in the forest, it promises to be-
come one of the most popular ornamental or shade trees. The Red
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Elm (“slippery-elm”) is scarce. Called “red” on acecount of having
red heart-wood, while the white elm has white heart-wood. The
Hackberry is a beautiful trce, of full forest height, hardy and tongh.
The Mulberry is very scarce.

Rose Family—The Crab-apple, Wild Plum, Wild Black Cherry
and Red Haw (two species) are abundant,—the cherry on high land
and the rest along the streams. There are also found the Choke-
cherry, Nine-bark (a shrub), Black Raspberry, Blackberry (and possi-
bly the Dewberry), Chokeberry, two species of wild rose (Early and
Dwarf), and a very few June-berry. The Blackberry has been very
abundant, but its ground the farmer finds more valuable for corn.
The other berries are very scarce. The Dwart Wild Rose used to
ornament the prairies, especially their margins, but there is scarcely
any room left now-a-days for the modest little thing by the rough
hand of agriculture.

Maple Family—The White Maple,commonly called “soft maple,”
is by far the most abundant, especially as a shade-tree in the towns
and villages; but is soft and brittle and the limbs are easily broken
off by the wind, so that it is now about to be abandoned as a shade
or ornamental tree. As an example of the adaptability of the prairie
to the growth of timber, we may refer to the fact that the first set-
tlers here 30 to 40 years ago planted the common locust ; and after it
grew np 20 to 35 feet high the worms and the winds made an unsight-
ly tree of it, and the white maple (acer dasycarpum) was next resorted
to, which has already attained the height of 40 and 50 feet, with top
and trunk in dne proportion. Box Elder and Sugar Maple (both mem-
bers of this family) and white elm are now being substituted, thus
making the third crop of good sized forest trees raised on this prairie
within the short space of civilized life here. The Sugar, or “hard,”
Maple makes the most beautiful and durable shade-tree, as well as
ornamental tree, but it is of slow growth. Indeed, durability and
slowness of growth necessarily go together. Box Elder is of a scrub-
by form, and the least estcemed of the three most popular shade trees.
As members of this family there are also the Bladder-nut, a beautiful
little bush, and the Buckeye, a tree of heavy foliage, soft wood, and
large, poisonous nuts, and growing only in the river bottoms. Like
the currant, it sheds its leaves in Aungust.

Custard-Apple Family.—The Pawpaw is found in this county.
This fruit is abundant along the Illinois river.

Linden Family.—Bass-wood everybody knows. It is also called
“ white-wood,” “linden,” and “lime-tree,” and in the Sonthern States
is known only by the name of “lin,”” from its old European name lind,
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which gave the family name to the great Linngeus, the father of botan-
ists.

LRue L'amily.—The Prickly Ash used to be a common bush or
shrub, but is now fast disappearing. It is characterized by a very
rank and pungent odor and taste, is covered with short briers or thorns,
and bears a small, brown berry. The Hop-tree, or ¢ wafer ash,” is a
small tree sometimes met with.

Cashew Family, or Sumachs.—The Smooth Sumach is by far the
most abundant, growing even as weeds npon prairie farms. The
Fragrant Sumach and the Poison Ivy are said also to be found in
Knox county.

Buck-thorn Family.—Red-root, or New Jersey Tea, was abundant
in the margin of the uncultivated prairies, but is pretty well de-
stroyed at the present day. A decoction of its leaves has been em-
ployed as a substitnte for China tea. Possibly a species of common
Buck-thorn may be found in this county.

Staff-tree Family.—Burning-bush (¢ waahoo ”) is a beautiful bush,
sometimes cultivated for the fine show of odd-shaped erimson berries
it displays after the leaves have fallen off. The Climbing Bittersweet
is also to be found in this county; but at the most is exceedingly rare.

Pulse Family.—Trees and plants of this family are characterized
by bearing pods of seeds like beans. The Red-bud is a shrubby kind
of tree, and, contrary to waahoo, displays a red top in early spring,
before leaves appear on it or any other tree. The color is a beautiful
erimson, and is made by the buds and flowers. The Honey Locust is
famous for its large thorns and long pods, the inner border of the lat-
ter containing a large quantity of a sweet substance which tastes some-
thing like honey. A species or variety is said to oceur which has but
few thorns, if any. A few specimens of the Kentucky Coffee-tree
grow in this county. The seeds of this tree are of the size of gum-
drops, and have a hard, glossy, beautiful shell. A small shrub often
called “swamp locust” is probably False Indigo.

Sawifrage F amily.—The Gooseberry, and Wild and Black Currants
thrive in this section, though the latter are not abundant.

Dogwood Family—Four species of Dogwood flourish here, the
most abundant of which is the Panicled Cornel, bearing white berries
about the size of peas.

Honeysuckle Family.—The most “extensive individnal ” of this
family is the common Elder, growing like weeds in gardens and farms.
The Yellow Honeysuckle and Sweet Viburnum, or *sheep-berry,”

re found in this vicinity, but are exceedingly rare. The Black Haw



180 HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY.

is a eommon bush, averaging 10 feet in height, and producing very
edible sweet fruit.

Madder Family.—The Button-bush flourishes on the borders ot
ponds and streams.

Olive Family.—1t would sound more natural to Westerners to call
this the Ash family, as the ash is the prineipal representative here.
The White Ash is the most prevalent kind, and is valuable on account
of its strength, hardness, durability and freedom from warping, as
well as its quality for making a blazing fire. The Blue Ash is about
as good. Distinguished from the \Vhite by having square twigs.
Perhaps two other species of ash can be found in the county,—the
Green and the Swamp.

VINES.

Vine Family—The Winter or Frost Grape is common, and the
Summer Grape rare. The Virginia Creeper is also common.

HERBACEOUS PLANTS.

We will name only about 200 of the most eommon, growing spon-
taneously, and give them, as nearly as we ean conveniently estimate,
in the order of their abundance, the more common first:

Growing Wild.—DBesides several species each of grass, sedge, ferns,
aster, golden-rod, wild sunflower, evening primrose, cone-flower, flea-
bane, cinguefoil, tick trefoil, violet, crowfoot, milk-weed, eress, loose-
strife, and beggar’s-lice, there are the sneeze-weed, wood sorrel, wild
bergamot, strawberry, wild cranesbill, boneset, spring beauty, clear-
weed, arrow-head, tick-seed, blue cardinal flower, May apple, self-heal,
scouring rush, spider-wort, ginseng, sweet William (two species),
meadow parsnip (two or three species), cow-bane, wild onion, louse-
wort, vetchling, diteh stone-crop, cardinal flower, milk-vetch, three-
seeded merenry, pepper-root, wild mint, spotted touch-me-not, soft
rush (and probably one or two other species of rush), rue anewone,
liver-feaf, marsh marigold, early meadow rue, blood-root, Indian
turnip, mitre-wort, white and purple trillinins, cat-tail flag, cup-plant,
everlasting, avens, bell-flower, ox-eye, blue-joint grass, white lettuce,
hawk-weed, lobelia (medical), gentian, yellow adder’s-tongue, harbin-
ger of spring, skull-cap, hare-bell, stone-root, groundsel, eatch-fly,
false Solomon’s seal, Gerardia (two species), dodder, wild senna, wood
sage, American pennyroyal, wood nettle, black snake-root, water plan-
tain, rattle-snake master, Dutchman’s breeches, button snake-root,
Solomon’s seal, blue cohosh, Seneca snake-root, bastard toad-flax,
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arrow-leaved tear-thumb, iron-weed, water star-grass, peppermint,
Greek valerian, trumpet weed, hop, bell-wort, rosin-weed, prairie dock.

Growing in Cultivated and Waste Places—Blue-grass, white
clover, dandelion, water smart-weed, hog-weed (“ rag-weed ), plan-
tain, door-weed (*‘ goose-grass,” two species), sneeze-weed, " wire-grass,
panic-grass (several species), fox-tail grass, hair-grass (“tickle-grass’),
spear-grass, shepherd’s purse, green pig-weed, Spanish needle (three
species), chick-weed, purslane, common smart-weed, May-weed, goose-
foot (“lamb’s-quarter”), ground ivy, blue vervain, hedge mustard,
yarrow, nightshade, cinquefoil (two species), mild water-pepper, mal-
low, burdock, white pig-weed (“ tumble-weed ), wild sunflower (sev-

- eral species), inother-wort, black mustard, chenopodium urbicum and
murale, Euphorbia maculata, orchard grass, wood sorrel, polygonum
Pennsylvanicum, clear-weed, wild pepper-grass, black bindweed, barn.
yard grass, biennial wormwood, sow thistle (%) (two species), scurvy
grass, convolvulus bindweed (three species?), catnip, cockle-bur, com-
mon thistle, three-seeded mercury, toad-flax, false red-top (grass), fes-
cue (grass), jimson-weed, red-top (grass), red clover, bouncing Bet,
curled dock (“yellow dock”’), mullein, great rag-weed (“horse-weed”),
white vervain, timothy, cirsium altissimum, Indian mallow, ground
cherry, hemp, fetid marigold, cud-weed, bugle-weed, wire-grass (two
species), swamp milk-weed, horse-tail, green milk-weed, morning-glory,
speedwell, silk-weed, hop, scrophularia nodosa, verbena Aubletia
hoary vervain, climbing false buckwheat, wild balsam-apple, sida,
hedge nettle, fire-weed, tansy, chess, wild rye, buckwheat, white sweet
clover, asparagus, white mustard, poke, prince’s feather (polygonum
orientale).

All plants growing in cultivated and waste grounds, except four
or five repeated in each of the above lists, may be considered as intro-
duced by Anglo-Saxon civilization. While the wild plants in the
woods are supposed to be the same now as originally, the prairie has
changed its grassy clothing for cultivated crops and hundreds of dit-
ferent weeds. Before settlement by the whites the prairie was mostly
covered by one kind of grass. Several other kinds could be found,
especially in places here and there, notably the blue-joint, which grew
the tallest of any. Along the sloughs and in other wet places there
was the slough grass and several species of golden rod, aster and wild
sunflower. All other kinds of weeds were scarce. Here and there
were patches of rosin weed. But the golden-rod, aster, and snnflower
made beautiful yellow stripes across the prairies in low places, which
were peculiarly charming. In the earliest stages of the growth of
prairie grass it was interspersed with little flowers—the violet, straw-

.
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berry-blossom and others of the most delicate structure. =~ Soon these
disappeared, and taller flowers, displaying more lively ecolors, took
their place, and still later, a series of still higher, but less delicately
formed flowers appeared. While the grass was green the prairies
were adorned with every imaginable variety of color. In the summer
the plants grew taller and the colors more lively; in autumn another
generation of flowers came. A poetess writes in the Knowville Jour-
nal of March 7, 1850, as follows: :

‘Where’er I turn my eyes

There springs a lily: here the wild pink vies

With clustering roses and the rich blue-bell,

The morning-glories and the daffodil,

And countless others. How and whence they came,
I leave for botanists to tell and name.

The original prairie grass can scarcely be found anywhere now. It
cannot stand close pasturage. The blne or June grass bears pastur-
age the best of any; but where live stock are kept off this grass, it
will be eradicated by other kinds of grass. A curious fact similar to
this, and of interest to botanists, is the eradication of the May-weed
along the road-sides by hog-weed, smart-weed and Spanish needles.
Possibly this has been aided by the greater amount of wet weather
for a few years past.

The most tronblesome weeds which are on the increase at the pres-
ent time are the common and the tall thistle, Indian mallow, toad-
flax, wild lettuce or sow thistle, and jimson-weed. Clear-weed and
mercury are becoming abundant in the gardens and door-yards where
shade trees are plentiful, but they are not troublesome.
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CHAPTER VI
ARCHZAOLOGY.

A history of the county might be considered incomplete without
some reference to the antiquities of the connty. It is to be regretted
that the subject has been left so long without investigation. Many
of the aboriginal remains have been removed from the counnty, no
record being lett of their character or locality where found. Many
more have been lost. Attention was called to the subject by the
Smithsonian Institution a few months ago, and M. A. McClelland,
of Knoxville, has made some examinations and a short report to the
Institution, which he designs supplementing by further examinations
and a subsequent report. His first report was accompanied by some
very perfect specimens of stone axes, celts, discoidal stones, and arrow-
heads. His present collection consists in some unique specimens,
notably a double-bitted war-ax, hour-glass in shape, with very perfect
grooves sunk in the constricted part for the firm attachment of a
withe handle. This specimen and a large stone ax were found in the
vicinity of the trail leading from near the mouth of Conrt creek,
northwest to Henderson Grove, or to the trail known as the old Galena
trail, rnnning northwest from Maquon through the county.
~ Among his present specimens are seven very pertect arrow-points,
so near alike in size, shape and character of stone from which they
are made, as not easily to be distinguished. These were found en cache
on the farm of Myers A. Eiker, northeast quarter of section 16,
Orange township. Numerous other specimens were obtained from
the same locality. In ancient times there was a small grove on this
part of the section, and it being the highest point of ground on the
west bank of Haw creek, in this vicinity, it doubtless was a favorite
camping spot for roving bands of Indiaus that were making their
way up the creek from Spoon river to the head waters of streams
ranning west from the northwest part of the county to the Mis-
sissippi.

Of the numerous specimens already sent to the Smithsonian Insti-
tution most were found on section 16, Knox township, on the farms
of Mr. Wm. R. Higgins and Mrs. Wilts. Mr. Willard Witherell, of
Knoxville, has a large number of specimens from this locality. The
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north part of Mrs. Wilts’ farm is probably the highest point in Knox
township, a fine view of the surrounding country being had from it.
Along the eastern face of the hill composing it, ran, within the recol-
lection of many citizens of the county, one of the trails from Maqguon
to Ilenderson Grove. This trail ran across what now are the homes
of Geo. A. Charles and D. B. Huggins, in the city of Knoxville. To
the east of this trail, about one-fourth of a mile from the top of the
hill, there is a fine spring of water. The entire eastern slope of the
hill presents evidences of having been the site of a somewhat per-
manent Indian settlement. The ground for several acres in extent is
covered with flakes and chips of the same kind of stone the arrow-
points are made of; and beneath the surface a few inches, at the
distance of a rod or two apart, are found collections of flat stones that
have evidently undergone the action of fire.

South of the top of the hill about a fourth of a mile is an Indian
mound, thirty-six feet across, and raised in the center about three feet
above the level of the surrounding surface. This mound had been
dug into several years ago, but nothing was found except decided
traces of charcoal, at a depth corresponding with the surrounding
surface. The mound was more fully examined in the summer of 1878
by McClelland and Witherell, of Knoxville. Nothing was discovered
at this examination except that the general features of the several
strata of the mound were the same as those found in the mound a mile
and a half west of Knoxville, and south of Harvey Montgomery’s a
quarter of a mile. This mound was much larger than the one on sec-
tion 16, and it also had been dug into. The examinations made by
MecClelland were pretty thorough, a trench some ten to fifteen feet
long being ent from the center of the mounds and carried toward the
edge, extending to a foot or more beneath the general surface. Nothing
was found in thi$§ mound except traces of ashes at a depth correspond-
ing with the level of the general surface. About a hundred feet to
the west-sonthwest of the center of the mound is a mardelle, or pit,
from which doubtless the material composing the mound was obtained.

There are numerons other mounds in various parts of the county.
On section 33, Chestnut township, there is a- gronp of three, and
about half a mile sonth, in Fulton county, there are three more.
These are found on the western bluffs of Spoon river, and north of
Cedar creck, on and near the farm of Elaminder Bond. Near Tren-
ton Mills there are other mounds. One was taken as the site upon
which to build a honse many years ago, and in excavating the cellar
a large number of human bones were unearthed. At Maquon, on or
near what is known as the Barbaro mound or hill, there is an ancient
Indian cemetery. This point on Spoon river was a favorite settle-
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ment of the Indians, within the recollection of many living citizens
of the county. Both here and at Trenton their primitive sepulture
was among the branches of trees. This was changed for burial at the
instance of the whites.

Mr. Eiker, upon whose farm the arrow-points spoken of were found,
says that the grove that formerly stood upon his farm, constituted, in
the days of “ring hunts,”” or wolf hunts, the objective point towards
which the circle of hunters directed their course. This may perhaps
serve to identify it in the minds of some readers.

Various trails crossed the county. The old Galena trail, running
from Peoria to Galena, crossed Spoon river at Maquon, and ran north-
west to Ienderson Grove. Another trail ran from the mouth of
Court creek, west-northwest, to strike it in the vicinity of the grove.
One branch of the Galena trail crossed Court creek near Pleasant
Henderson’s, near the northwest corner of section 21, Knox township.
Another bore more to the west, crossing Orange and Knox townships
diagonally from southeast to northwest. This branch passed through
the northeast corner of the present city of Knoxville. There was
another trail further west in Orange township, connecting Brush
creek with the head waters of Haw creek. On the eastern side of one
of the little streams running into this latter creek, and probably at no
great distance from the trail, is located the mound south of Iarvey
Montgomery’s house.

There are numerous collections of arrow-points, celts, axes, ete., in
the county. The Hon. Rufus W. Miles, of Persifer, has one. M.
Willard Witherell, and Dr. Mc¢Clelland, of Knoxville, have each one.
None of these specimens have ever been figured or described, exeept
in the report to the Smithsonian Institution above referred to. Knox
College and Lombard University have each a collection. Many more
isolated specimens are doubtless in possession of eitizens of the coun-
ty, and many Lave been taken away.

The Smithsonian Institution is engaged in collecting the material
for an extended work on American archweology, and to this end de-
sires to collect from every available source whatever is now known,
or can be ascertained by special investigation, of the antiquities of
North America; and it desires not only specimens, but also the de-
seription of the localities where found, so that the geographical distri-
bution of each form may be accurately determined. All specimens will
be duly accredited to the donor, in the reports of the Institution, and
also in the proposed work on American arch@ology, and on the labels
of the specimens. Parties having such specimens are assured they
will reach the proper destination if they will forward them to M. A.
MecClelland, at Knoxville.
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CHAPTER VIL
PIONEER LIFE.

&

LOG CABINS.

We shall, in this chapter, give a clear and exact description of
pioneer life in this county, commencing with the time the sturdy set-
tlers first arrived with their scanty stores. They had migrated from
older States, when the prospects for even a competency were very poor,
many of them coming from Kentucky, for, it is supposed, they found
that a good State to emigrate from. Their entire stock of furniture,
implements and family necessities were easily stored into one wagon,
and sometimes a cart was their only vehicle.

As the first thing after they arrived and found a suitable location,
they wonld set about the building of a log cabin, a description of
which may be interesting to the younger readers, and especially their
descendants, who may never see a structure of the kind. Trees of
uniform size were selected and cut into pieces of the desired length,
each end being saddled and notched so as to bring the logs as near
together as possible. The cracks were “chinked and daubed” to pre-
vent the wind from whistling through. This had to be renewed every
fall before cold weather set in. The usual height was one story of
about seven or eight feet. The gables were made of logs gradually
shortened up to the top. The roof was made by laying small logs or
stout poles reaching from gable to gable, suitable distances apart, on
which were laid the clapboards after the manner of shingling, show-
ing two feet or more to the weather. The clapboards were fastened
by laying across them heavy poles called “weight poles,” reaching
from one gable to the other, being kept apart and in their places by
laying pieces of timber between them called “runs.” A wide chim-
ney place was cut out of one end of the cabin, the chimney standing
entirely outside, and built of rived sticks, laid up cob-house fashion,
and filled with c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>